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NOTICE. 


This  edition  will  be  limited  to  150  copies ; only  100  copies 
will  be  bound  at  present,  all  in  half  Turkey  Morocco.  A por- 
tion will  be  reserved  for  friends,  the  balance  will  be  presented 
to  the  Levi  E.  Coe  Library  Association  of  Middlefield,  Conn. 
The  Association  will  sell  them  at  $3.00  each  and  the  total 
avails  used  for  the  Free  Library.  The  present  number  of 
volumes  in  the  Library  is  upwards  of  2,500. 


EXPLANATION. 

In  early  records  “Junior”  had  no  reference  to  father  and 
son,  but  simply  younger.  Prior  to  1750  the  year  began  25th 
of  March,  which  accounts  for  so  many  double  dates  from  Jan. 
ist  to  March  25th,  so  to  agree  with  our  present  reckoning  the 
latter  or  higher  date  should  be  adopted.  Efforts  began  to  be 
made  to  change  the  year  about  1685  to  1690,  but  was  not 
effected  till  about  1750. 

“Commissioners”  in  early  records  were  “Justices  of  the 
Peace”  and  “Townsmen”  were  “Selectmen.” 

The  number  before  a name  indicates  ancestor.  A star 
before  a name  indicates  ancestress. 

By  studying  this  volume  it  is  hoped  that  the  descendants 
of  the  persons  named  on  preceding  page  will  be  aided  in 
building  their  “Ancestral  Trees.” 


Author  and  Compiler. 


THE  COE  FAMILY. 


HE  Coe  family  came  to  this  country  from  Suffolkshire, 


England,  where  they  had  resided  for  many^enerations. 
The  earliest  notice  of  them,  which  can  be  found,  is  in  Fox’s 
Book  of  Martyrs,  which  states  that  “Roger  Coo,’’  of  Milford, 
Suffolkshire,  was  burned  by  Queen  Mary,  September,  1555,  at 
Yexford,  in  that  shire.  A full  account  of  his  trial  and  defense 
is  given  by  Fox,  vol.  3,  page  349,  folio  edition.  Tittle  is 
known  respecting  the  family  till  the  removal  of  Robert  Coe 
to  this  country.  In  the  authentic  family  record,  he  belongs  to 
the  first  generation.  In  Fox’s  Book  of  Martyrs  the 
orthography  is  Coo.  In  the  records  of  the  Custom  House, 
preserved  in  the  State  Papers  Ofiice,  Westminster  Hall, 
Eondon,  the  name  is  written  Cooe.  In  many  of  the  early 
records  of  New  England,  it  is  Co.  The  oldest  original 
signature,  says  the  Rev.  David  B.  Coe,  which  I have  found  is 
in  the  town  records  of  Jamaica,  E-  I.,  and  was  written 
February  14th,  1663.  The  name  is  Robert  Coe,  but  a signature 
written  March  2d,  1663,  is  Robert  Co. 


Robert  Coe  was  born  in  Suffolkshire,  England,  in  1596. 
With  his  wife,  Anna,  born  1591,  and  their  three  sons,  he 
sailed  from  Ipswich,  Suffolkshire,  in  company  with  79  others, 
in  the  ship  Francis,  John  Cutting,  master,  April  loth,  1634. 
They  reached  Boston  in  the  following  June,  only  six  years 
from  the  date  of  the  first  settlement  in  the  Massachusetts 
Colony.  Robert  Coe  settled  with  his  family  in  Watertown, 
near  Boston,  and  was  made  a freeman  there,  September  3rd, 
1634.  In  1635  “all  the  towns  in  the  Bay  began  to  be  much 
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straitened  by  their  own  nearness  to  one  another.”  Accord- 
ingly, leave  being  granted  by  the  Council,  several  families 
from  Watertown,  Newtown  and  Dorchester  formed  settlements 
on  the  Connecticut  river  at  Windsor,  Hartrord  and  Wethers- 
field. The  Watertown  people,  among  whom  was  Robert  Cce, 
settled  at  (Pyquag)  Wethersfield,  which  they  purchased  from 
the  Indians.  “The  letter  of  dismission  granted  by  the  church 
at  Watertown,  in  the  Massachusetts,  dated  29th  of  May  last” 
to  Robert  Coe  and  five  others,  was  ratified  and  confirmed, 
by  the  first  court  holden  at  Hartford,  April  26th,  1636. 
A difiiculty  soon  arose  in  the  church,  and  after  fruitless  efforts 
by  the  church  at  Watertown,  and  by  Mr.  Davenport  of 
New  Haven,  to  effect  a reconciliation,  it  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Davenport  that  one  party  should  remove.  Accordingly 
on  the  30th  of  October,  1640.  Mr.  Andrew  Ward  and  Mr. 
Robert  Coe,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  about  twenty  other 
planters,  purchased  Rippowams  (Stamford)  of  New  Haven 
Colony,  for  ^33,  and  commenced  a settlement  there. 

The  following  from  the  records  of  the  New  Haven  Colony 
explains  the  purchase  (the  orthography  is  a little  peculiar). 

“A  General  Court  holden  att  Newh,  the  4 of  the  9th 
moneth  1640.  (4th  November,  1640.) 

Whereas  Andrew  Ward  and  Robt.  Coe  of  W^ethersfield 
were  deputed  by  Wethersfield  men,  the  30th  of  the  8th  moneth 
commonly  called  October,  1640,  to  treate  wth  the  court  att 
Newhaven  about  the  plantio  (lately  purchased  by  the  said 
town)  called  Toquams,  wch  being  considered  of,  itt  was  agreed 
upon  b}^  the  said  court  and  ptyrs  aforesaid,  that  they  shall 
have  the  said  plantatid  upon  these  terms  following.  First, 
thatt  they  shall  repay  unto  the  said  town  of  Newhaven  all  the 
charges  wch  they  have  disbursed  about  itt,  wch  comes  to  33I 
as  appeares  by  a note  or  scedule  hereunto  annexed. 

Secondly  that  they  reserve  a fift  pt  of  the  said  plantatio  to 
be  disposed  off  att  the  appoyntmnt  of  this  court  to  such  desire- 
able  psons  as  may  be  expected,  or  as  God  shall  send  hither, 
provided  that  if  wthin  one  whole  yeare  such  psons  doe  not 


COE-WARD  MEMORIAL. 


5 


come  to  fill  up  those  lotts  so  reserved,  thatt  then  itt  shall  be 
free  for  the  said  people  to  nominate  and  present  to  this  court 
some  psons  of  their  owne  choyce  wch  may  fillup  some  of  those 
lotts  so  reserved,  if  this  court  approve  of  them.  Thirdly, 
thatt  they  joyne  in  all  paynts  wth  this  plantatid  in  the  forme 
of  govermt  here  settled,  according  to  the  agreemt  betwixt  this 
court  and  Mr.  Samuel  Eaton  about  the  plantatio  of  Totokett. 

These  articles  being  read  together  in  the  hearing  of  the 
said  partyes  or  deputyes,  itt  was  accepted  by  them,  and  in 
witness  thereof  the  subscribers  set  their  names  to  the  articles 
in  the  face  of  the  court.” 

The  following  from  the  Stamford  records  further  explains 
the  purchase,  before  made  by  New  Haven. 

“Capt.  Turner  as  agent  for  the  people  of  N.  Haven,  bought 
of  Ponus,  Sagamore  of  Toquams,  and  of  Wascussue,  Sagamore 
of  Shiphan  (the  other  Indians  consenting  thereto)  all  the 
ground  belonging  to  the  said  Sagamores  except  a piece  of  ground 
which  Ponus  reserved  for  himself  and  the  other  Indians  to 
plat  upon. 

The  consideration  was  twelve  coats,  twelve  hoes,  twelve 
hatchets,  twelve  glasses,  twelve  knives,  two  kettles,  and  four 
fathoms  of  white  wampum.  The  liberty  of  hunting  and  fishing 
on  the  land  was  reserved  by  the  Indians.” 

This  agreement  was  signed  on  the  first  of  July,  1640. 

At  the  general  court  in  New  Haven,  April  5th,  1643,  ^ 
court  having  the  same  powers  as  that  at  New  Haven,  was 
established  at  Stamford,  and  Robert  Coe  was  appointed  one  of 
the  assistant  judges.  Deputy  1643  and  ’4. 

In  the  autumn  of  1643  a deputation  was  sent  from  Stamford 
to  Eong  Island,  to  examine  the  country;  and  in  the  spring 
following,  (1644)  Robert  Coe,  Richard  Denton,  (pastor  of  the 
church  at  Stamford),  and  several  others,  formed  the  first 
English  settlement  at  Hempstead,  L.  I. 

In  1652  he  removed  to  a place  called  Mespat,  and  aided  in 
establishing  a settlement  which  was  named  Middleburg,  (now 
Newtown,  L.  I.)  He  was  a magistrate  during  his  whole 
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residence  there,  and  took  a leading  part  in  all  the  affairs  of  the 
town. 

In  1653  he  was  appointed  a deputy  to  proceed  to  Boston, 
and  invoke  the  protection  of  the  New  England  Colonies  against 
the  Dutch  and  Indians,  who  had  conspired  against  the  English 
settlements  on  Long  Island.  In  November  of  the  same  year, 
he  was  sent,  with  delegates  from  the  other  English  towns,  to 
confer  with  the  burgomasters  of  New  Amsterdam,  in  reference 
to  some  plan  for  the  common  safety. 

Early  in  1656,  he,  with  several  others,  commenced  a settle- 
ment in  Jamaica. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  February  i8th,  when  a 
house  lot  was  given  to  Robert,  and  another  to  his  son, 
Benjamin  Coe.  The  land  occupied  by  the  settlers  was  pur- 
chased of  the  Indians,  the  certificate  of  purchase  being  signed 
by  Robert  Coe  and  seventeen  others,  March  21st,  1656.  He 
was  appointed  a magistrate  of  the  town  in  1659,  and  repre- 
sented it  in  the  General  Convention  at  Hartford,  in  May  1664, 
by  which  body  he  was  appointed  Commissioner  for  Jamaica. 
He  continued  to  be  one  of  the  most  active  and  prominent  men 
in  public  affairs,  till  about  1672,  at  which  time  he  was  76  years 
old.  The  time  of  his  death  is  not  known. 

Hinman  says  “He  was  a worthy  man  and  much  respected 
at  Wethersfield.”  Also  “Few  of  the  original  settlers  of  Con- 
necticut who  removed  to  Long  Island,  held  a more  exalted 
rank  with  the  first  English  settlers  upon  the  island  than  Hon. 
Robert  Coe  and  his  son,  John  Coe.”  Robert  Coe  had  six 
tracts  of  land  recorded  at  Wethersfield. 

“Robert  Coe  received  fourteen  acres  (Stamford)  which 
would  indicate  a high  standing  among  the  settlers.”  “He 
was  a man  of  distinction.” 

From  the  record  of  the  first  General  Court  of  the  Con- 
necticut Colony,  held  at  Newton  (now  Hartford)  26th  of  April, 
1636.  “Whersas  there  was  a dismission  granted  by  the  church 
of  Watertown  in  the  Massachusetts,  dated  29th  of  Ma  last  to 
Andrew  Ward,  Jo.  Sherman,  Jo.  Strickland,  Rob'te  Coo, 
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Rob’te  Reynolds,  and  Jonas  Weede,  with  intent  to  form  anewe 
in  a ch:  covennte  in  this  river  of  Connecticott,  the  saide  prties 
have  soe  accordingly  done  with  the  publicke  allowance  of  the 
rest  of  the  members  of  the  saide  churches,  as  by  certificate 
no  we  produced  apprs.  It  is  therefore  in  this  prsent  Cort 
ratified  and  confirmed,  they  promissing  shortlie  publicquely  to 
renewe  the  said  covennte  upon  notice  to  the  rest  of  the 
churches.” 

From  Hempstead,  L,.  I.,  Records,  nth  December,  1652. 
“John  Seaman,  William  Washburn,  Robert  Coe  and  John 
Hicks,  with  deputies  from  other  English  villages,  send  a 
remonstrance  to  the  Governor,  on  the  abridgement  of  their 
freedom  and  privileges  and  express  fears  of  an  arbitrary 
government.” 

1651.  “I  Robert  Coe  sell  to  Robert  Marvin  one-half  of 
my  accommodations  of  land  wfith  a barn.” 

1659.  ‘ ‘ I Robert  Coe  sell  to  Thomas  Champion  ’ ’ the  other 

half. 

In  Greenwich  town  records  2d  November,  1640,  is  an 
agreement  for  dividing  line  between  Greenwich  and  Wethers- 
field Men’s  Plantation  (Stamford),  signed  by  Andrew  Ward 
and  Robert  Coe  for  Stamford. 

1647.  In  division  of  land  (Hempstead)  Robert  Coe  is 
mentioned. 

The  following  extract  shows  the  condition  of  the  church  at 
Wethersfield,  when  Robert  Coe  removed  to  Stamford  (before 
referred  to). 

“The  church  at  Wethersfield  had  only  seven  voting 
members,  six  who  had  come  from  Watertown  and  one  who  had 
joined  them.  Four  were  on  one  side  in  the  controversies  which 
had  divided  the  people,  and  three  on  the  other,  but  the  latter 
constituted  a majority  of  the  community.  As  a peace  measure 
the  majority  of  the  church  agreed  to  emigrate  wfith  the  minority 
of  the  planters ; while  a majority  of  the  planters  conceded 
them  the  right  of  taking  with  them  the  records  and  so  trans- 
ferring their  church  organization  to  the  new  field.” 
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In  a petition  of  Robert  Coe  of  Jamaica,  May  9th,  1661, 
preser\^ed  among  the  Dutch  manuscripts  in  the  Secretary  of 
State’s  office  at  Albany,  Vol.  IX,  p.  600,  he  refers  to  Richard 
Crabbe  as  his  brother-in-law. 

The  children  of  Robert  and  Anna  Coe,  were : 

John,  born  England  in  1626;  see  appendix. 

2 Robert,  born  England  in  1627. 

Benjamin,  born  England  in  1629;  see  appendix. 


2.  ROBERT  COE,  2d. 

Robert  Coe,  2d,  was  born  in  England  in  1627,  and  ac- 
companied his  father  to  Watertown,  Wethersfield  and  Stamford. 
He  removed  thence  to  Stratford,  Conn.,  married  Hannah — 
according  to  Rev.  David  B.  Coe.  The  Hawley  genealogy  has 
it  that  he  married  Susanna,  probably  at  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  and 
settled  in  Stratford  before  1651,  when  he  purchased  a house 
and  lot  and  land  as  a farmer.  He  died  in  1659,  aged  32.  His 
wife  married  2d,  Nicholas  Elsey  of  New  Haven.  She  died  2d 
of  April,  1702.  That  her  name  was  Hannah  is  proven  by  the 
inventory  of  her  estate  recorded  in  New  Haven  Probate 
Records.  Nicholas  Else>^  died  20th  December,  1691.  He  gave 
“all  his  property  to  his  wife,  Hannah,  and  her  three  children, 
John,  Susannah  and  Sarah.’’ 

Robert  Coe’s  character  may  be  inferred  from  the  following 
lines,  written  soon  after  his  death  by  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson  : 


“Rest,  blessed  Coe,  upon  thy  bed  of  ease, 

The  quiet  grave  with  thee  is  no  decease, 

All,  all  our  anguish  hath  its  period  fixed, 

E’er  hence  we  go  not  any  joy  but  mixed  ; 

Rare  grace  which  makes  the  life  of  man  the  best, 
This  young  man  lived  to  God,  and  now  is  blest. 
Come  parallel  this  saint,  now  far  exceed, 

Omit  no  means  that  may  true  goodness  breed  ; 
E’er  trials  came,  he  stowed  for  days  or  need, 

The  Lord  his  widow  bless  and  take  his  seed.” 
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His  children  were : 

Susannah,  born  1653;  married  John  Ailing,  Jr.,  son  of 
Roger. 

Sarah,  born  1656. 

3 John,  born  May  loth,  1658 ; married  Mary  Hawley, 
see  (46). 


3.  CAPT.  JOHN  COE. 

Capt.  John  CoE^  son  of  Robert^  Robert^  born  loth  May, 
1658;  died  19th  April,  1741  ; married  20th  December,  1682, 
Mary  Hawley,  daughter  of  (46)  Joseph  Hawley. 

His  father  died  when  he  was  not  two  years  old,  and  his 
mother  having  married  Mr.  Klsey  of  New  Haven,  where  he 
was  reared  until  he  was  21  years  old.  He  then  returned  to 
Stratford,  and  apparently  took  possession  of  the  land 
which  he  inherited  from  his  father,  and  he  became  a prominent 
citizen.  He  was  commissioned  Ensign  of  Foot  Co.,  Stratford, 
1698;  Lieutenant,  1706;  Captain,  1709;  was  Lister,  1705; 
Deputy  to  General  Court  for  Stratford,  1701-1715;  was  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war.  The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter  to 
his  wife  while  he  was  in  the  public  service : 

Westfield,  Aug.  23d,  1708. 

My  Dear  Wife  : — Thies  come  to  bring  my  harty  love  and 
efections  to  you  and  to  tell  you  of  my  earnest  desire  to  imbrace 
you  in  the  arms  of  my  love,  hoping  they  may  find  you  and 
ouers  in  health.  I have  bene  very  well  eve  sins  I left  you  for 
which  I prays  God.  The  post  from  Albani  last  week  brings 
news  that  the  enemy  disagree  and  the  French  Indians  are 
turned  bak.  The  scouts  from  Dearfield  have  not  yet  dis- 
covered the  army.  We  look  for  a post  from  Albani  to-morrow 
after  which  we  are  in  great  hops  of  being  drawn  ofe  or  the 
greater  part  of  us.  I am  just  now  a going  to  north  hampton 
to  wait  on  our  governor  which  make  me  in  so  much  haste  so 
I remain  til  death  your  loving  husband, 

John  Coe. 

Our  soldiers  heare  are  all  well.” 
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Copy  from  tombstones  now  standing  in  the  old  Congre- 
gational burying  ground  at  Stratford  : 


“Here  lyes  buried 
ye  body  of 
Capt.  John  Coe, 
Anno  Dom.  1741  in  ye 
83d  year  of  His  age.” 

“Here  lies  Buried 
ye  body  of  Mrs. 
Mar}'  Coe  wife 
to  Capt.  John  Coe 
who  died  Sept, 
ye  9th  1731  in  ye  69 
year  of  her  age.” 


Mary-  Hawley,  wife  of  Capt.  John  Coe,  was  bom  July  i6th, 
1663,  and  died  Sept.  9th,  1731.  She  was  the  eighth  and 
youngest  child  of  (46)  Joseph  and  Catharine  Birdsey  Hawley. 
John  and  Mar>^  Hawley  Coe  had  ten  children,  to  wit: 

Robert,  born  Sept.  21st,  1684;  married  Barbara  Parmelee  ; 
died  Feb.  4th,  1762. 

4 Joseph,  born  Feb.  2d,  1686  ; married  Abigail  Robinson ; 
died  July  15th,  1754. 

Hannah,  bora  April  14th,  1689;  married  James  Curtiss; 
died  March,  1758. 

Mar>',  bora  Ang.  nth,  1691;  married  Samuel  Picket; 
died  Feb.  19th,  1763. 

John,  born  Dec.  5th,  1693  ; married  Hannah  Parmelee; 
died  Sept.  23d,  1751 . 

Sarah,  bora  March  26th,  1696;  married  Israel  Burrit;  died 
Feb.  6,  1731. 

Ephraim,  born  Dec.  i8th,  1698;  married  Hannah  Miller; 
died  Xov.  loth,  1765. 

Katharine,  bora  Sept.  23d,  1700;  married  Joseph  Fair- 
child. 
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Abigail,  born  Nov.  nth,  1702;  married  John  Guthry ; 
died  March,  1747. 

Ebenezer,  born  Aug.  i8th,  1704;  married  Mary  Blakeman; 
died  March,  1766. 


4.  CAPT.  JOSEPH  COE. 

Capt.  Joseph  CoE^  son  of  John^,  Robert^,  Robert^  born 
2d  Feb,  1686,  died  15  th  July,  1754;  married  2istNov.,  1708, 
Abigail  Robinson,  born  3d  April,  1690,  died  6th  July  1775  ; 
daughter  of  (28)  David  Robinson.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Durham,  Ct.  His  brothers,  John  and  Ephraim,  also 
settled  in  Durham,  and  his  brother  Robert  settled  in  Middle- 
town.  (Robert  is  buried  in  Middlefield). 

Capt.  Joseph  Coe  was  Deputy  to  General  Court  1728; 
Commissioned  Ensign,  1722;  Lieutenant,  1725 ; Captain,  1729. 
In  1738  “liberty  was  granted  to  those  in  the  north  end  of  the 
town  to  set  up  a school  in  the  highway  not  far  from  Capt. 
Joseph  Coe’s  house.’’ 

From  Durham  town  records  : 

‘ ‘The  town  of  Durham  debtor  to  sundry  persons  as  allowed 
by  selectmen. 

To  Capt.  Joseph  Coe  for  59  blackbirds,  is.  3d.,  and  for 
laying  the  meeting  house  steps  and  for  50  foot  of  boards  for 
the  meeting  house  and  for  perambulating  against  Middletown 
and  for  half  a day’s  work  at  the  meeting  house,  all,  8s.  lod. 
To  David  Robinson  for  25  blackbirds  and  one  crow, 

IS.  4d.’’ 

Chiedren  of  Capt.  Joseph  Coe  and  Abigaie  Robinson  : 
Joseph,  born  5th  Sept.,  1713;  married  Hannah  Parmelee, 
2d,  Abigail  Curtiss. 

5 David,  born  i8th  Feb.,  1717;  died  14th  Jan.,  1807; 
married  Hannah  Camp,  daughter  of  (26)  Nathan  Camp 
Abigail,  married  Ezra  Hanchit. 

Abel,  born  20th  July,  1727,  married  Prudence  Rossiter, 
born  1730. 

Josiah,  married  Sarah. 
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5.  CAPT.  DAVID  COE. 

Cart.  David  Coe%  son  of  Capt.  Joseph^  John^  Robert^ 
Robert^  born  i8tb  Feb.,  1717,  died  14th  Jan.,  1807,  married 
Hannah  Camp,  born  2d  Nov.,  1720,  died  i6th,  Oct.,  1808, 
daughter  of  (26)  Nathan  Camp. 

Capt.  David  Coe  was  an  early  settler  in  Middlefield;  his 
house  stood  where  the  first  house  south  of  the  Middlefield 
Center  R.  R.  depot  now  stands,  (on  the  west  side  of  the  road.) 
His  son.  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  took  down  the  old  house  and  built  the 
present  one  on  its  site. 

From  record  of  General  Court,  Colony  of  Connecticut,  1759  : 

“This  assembl}^  do  establish  Mr.  David  Coe  to  be  Lieut,  of 
the  1 6th  military  compan}’  of  the  6th  Regt.  in  this  colony.” 
In  1764  established  captain  of  said  company.  He  performed 
important  service  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  on  the  records  of  Middletown  ; 

April  14th,  1777,  “Voted  that  this  town  will  and  do 
promise  and  engage  to  such  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  who 
have  enlisted  or  shall  enlist  into  any  of  the  continental 
battalions  of  infantry  raising  in  this  state  for  the  term  of  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  that  they  will  take  care  that  their 
families  in  their  absence  shall  be  supplied  with  all  necessaries 
of  life,  as  they  may  stand  in  need  of  at  the  prices  limited  by 
law,  they  leaving  or  remitting  moneys  to  a committee  of 
supply,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  in  case  any 
person  or  persons  who  are  unable  to  advance  or  remit  a 
sufi&cient  sum  to  support  his  family  shall  enlist,  they  promise 
and  engage  that  the  deficiency  shall  be  made  up  by  the  town, 
so  that  his  family  shall  not  suffer  by  his  absence  and  that  no 
other  or  higher  expense  or  price  shall  be  charged  to  such 
soldiers,  than  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  supplied  as  limited 
by  law  as  aforesaid  and  Chauncey  Whittlesey  * * * * and 
Capt.  David  Coe  are  appointed  a committee  on  behalf  of  the 
town  to  see  that  the  aforesaid  promises  and  engagement  be 
duly  kept  and  performed  and  to  receive  and  lay  out  the  monies, 
that  may  be  advanced  or  remitted  for  the  purposes  therein 
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expressed  ; said  committeemen  on  receipt  of  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  to  give  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  one  of  which 
is  to  be  given  to  the  soldier  who  shall  advance  such  sum  and 
the  other  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town 
for  the  time  being  and  each  of  said  committeemen  to  account 
with  said  selectmen  for  the  expenditure  of  such  sums  when 
thereto  required.” 

‘ ‘Slaves  of  Capt.  David  Coe  were  married  with  his  consent.  ’ ’ 
Copied  from  his  will : 

“I  give  and  devise  to  the  heirs  of  my  daughter,  Mary 
Hudson,  ^32,  1 8s.,  the  reason  why  I give  her  no  more  is,  that 
my  son  Hudson  had  the  improvement  of  my  lands  eight  years, 
which  I judge  to  be  their  full  proportion  to  the  rest  of  my 
daughters.” 

He  and  his  wife  lived  together  67  years. 

He  was  buried  in  the  old  burying  ground,  Middlefield. 
Inscription  on  headstone : 

“The  known  bounds  of  time  bear  no  proportion 
to  the  unknown  bounds  of  eternity.” 

“Hannah^amp,  his  wife,  born  2dNov.,  baptized  2othNov., 
1720,  was  a zealous  Christian  and  an  earnest  supporter  of  the 
Congregational  church ; sometimes  the  meetings  of  that  order 
were  held  at  her  house.  The  religious  antagonism  of  her  son- 
in-law,  Joshua  Stow,  was  a great  grief  to  her.  She  was  an 
economist  of  the  old  school.  In  later  life  she  was  known  by 
the  familiar  cognomen  of  ‘‘Granny  Coe.”  Her  character 
deserves  more  than  a passing  mention.”  (Atkins’s  His.  of 
Middlefield.) 

In  the  trial  of  the  case  ‘‘Stow  vs.  Converse”  some 
peculiarities  of  Joshua  Stow  may  be  read,  and  reference  is 
therein  made  to  Judge  Stow’s  mother-in-law,  Hannah  Camp 
Coe.  She  died  i6th  Oct.,  1808. 

Children : 

Nathan,  born  1742  ; father  of  Camp  Coe  ; married-  Abigail 
Parsons,  22d  July,  1767;  died  1796. 

Jesse,  bom  1743;  married  Abigail  Miller,  i6th  Oct.,  1766. 
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Mar>L  born  1745;  married  Daniel  Hudson. 

David,  born  1747;  married  Jerusha  Miller,  daughter  of 
David  and  Elizabeth  Brainard  Miller,  Nov.  3d,  1768. 
Ezra,  born  1750;  died  2d  Dec.,  1772. 

^Hannah,  bom  1751. 

Adah,  born  1753;  married  David  Brainard  Miller. 

Seth,  born  1756;  married  Mary  Miller,  sister  of  Rachel. 

6 Eli,  born  April  nth,  1758;  married  Rachel  Miller,  daugh- 
ter of  (22)  Dea.  Ichabod  Miller. 

Ruth,  born  1760;  married  Joshua  Stow. 

Grace,  born  1763;  married  Luke  Camp. 


6.  ESQ.  ELI  COE. 

Eli  Coe®  (Squire  Coe),  son  of  David’,  Joseph*,  John^, 
Robert^  Robert*,  born  nth  April,  1758,  died  27th  March,  1835, 
married  Rachel  Miller,  born  1761,  died  27th  May,  1844; 
daughter  of  (22)  Ichabod  Miller. 

He  lived  on  West  street,  Middlefield,  in  a house  standing  a 
little  in  front  of  the  house  afterwards  built  and  occupied  by  his 
son  Eli.  His  brother,  Seth  Coe,  who  married  a sister  of  Rachel 
Miller,  lived  in  the  house  next  south  w^here  Elias  C.  Coe,  a 
son  of  Seth,  lived  later.  Esq.  Eli  Coe  afterwards  moved  to  a 
new  house  which  he  built  on  the  site  of  his  father’s  before 
referred  to. 

He  w^as  a man  respected  as  a private  citizen,  as  well  as  in 
his  official  capacity.  The  Connecticut  Legislature  elected  him 
many  times,  a Justice  of  the  Peace,  an  office  conferred  in  those 
days  for  merit  and  fitness,  rather  than  part}"  caucus  favoritism. 
He  was  selectman  of  Middletown  13  years.  The  characters  of 
the  children  of  Eli  and  Rachel  (Miller)  Coe  testify  to  wise  and 
judicious  parental  influence. 

Their  home  being  near  the  meeting  house  the  relatives 
usually  called  there  between  services  on  Sunday,  and  were 
always  sure  of  a hearty  welcome  and  a treat  of  good  doughnuts 
and  pie.  There,  too,  the  minister  usually  repaired  to  get  his 
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drink  of  sling.  In  winter  the  women  would  replenish  their 
foot-stoves  with  live  coals  of  fire,  and  were  thereby  the  better 
prepared  to  enjoy  the  afternoon  service.  The  meeting  house 
was  not  entirely  without  heat  as  was  the  custom  earlier,  }^et 
the  stoves  in  the  corners  did  not  so  thoroughly  heat  the 
building  but  that  the  foot-stoves  contributed  to  the  comfort  of 
the  worshippers.  The  fuel  was  wood.  The  foot-stoves 
supplied  with  fire  at  home,  had  also  done  good  service  in 
the  bottom  of  the  sleigh  in  coming  to  meeting  in  the  morning. 

Rachel  Miller,  born  1761,  wife  of  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  was  a 
woman  of  cheerful  temperament,  kind,  generous  and  sympa- 
thetic, a woman  contemporary  said  that  she  and  her  sister  Mary 
were  graceful  dancers.  Her  grandchildren  thought  she  was 
very  good.  She  owned  the  grove  of  walnut  trees  in  the  rear 
of  the  conference  house,  where  now  stands  the  house  of  Mr. 
Chas.  Augur;  there  were  many  more  trees  there  then,  than 
now.  She  gave  the  grandchildren  to  understand  that  they 
could  pick  up  the  walnuts  upon  halves,  but  when  they  had 
gathered  them  and  carried  them  to  her  to  divide,  she  always 
told  them  to  take  the  whole. 

After  a storm  or  heavy  wind,  being  the  favorite  time  for 
walnutting,  the  boys  at  such  times  would  get  up  very  early  in 
order  to  be  first  on  the  ground.  The  nuts  in  falling  from  the 
trees,  many  of  them  would  not  come  out  of  the  shucks,  and  as 
removing  the  shucks  was  a slow  process,  the  boys  first  on  the 
ground  would  pick  up  the  nuts  with  and  without  shucks  and 
carry  them  into  the  conference  house,  where  they  could  pick 
them  over  and  shuck  at  their  leisure,  so  by  the  time  other  boys 
came  for  walnuts,  they  were  all  picked  up. 

Then  as  now  the  successful  boys  called  it  taking  advantage 
of  opportunities,  thrift,  enterprise,  while  the  late  boys  said  the 
early  ones  ought  to  have  waited  till  afternoon  and  given  them 
all  a chance,  that  it  was  sharp  practice,  mean,  robbery. 
Children  of  Esq.  Eli  Coe  and  Rachel  Miller  : 

Bela,  born  1778;  married  Hannah  Ward,  2d,  Ruth  (Ward) 
Birdsey. 
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Lucy,  born  April  26th,  1786;  married  Gershom  Birdsey. 
Rachel,  born  1783;  married  Klihu  Coe. 

Eli,  born  1785;  married  Lois  Coe. 

7 Levi,  born  July  nth,  1788;  married  (8)  Sarah  Ward, 
daughter  of  (17)  Wm.  Ward. 


7.  COL.  LEVI  COE. 

Col.  Levi  Coe^  son  of  Eli‘\  David%  Joseph^  John% 
RoberC,  Robert^  born  nth  July,  1788,  died  i6th  Jan.,  1864, 
married  14th  Feb.,  1811,  Sarah  Ward,  born  2d  April,  1788, 
died  loth  Dec.,  1871,  daughter  of  William  Ward  and  Mary 
Miller. 

Colonel  Coe  and  his  wife  lived  together  nearly  53  years. 

He  was  the  youngest  of  a family  of  five  children.  Mr. 
Thomas  Atkins,  in  his  history  of  Middlefield  says,  we  copy  the 
following,  a just  tribute  to  his  character  : 

“His  education  was  such  as  might  be  obtained  at  the 
practical  common  schools  of  his  time.  The  only  occupation  of 
his  life  was  farming,  in  which  he  was  successful,  in  that  he 
did  everything  thoroughly,  never  attempting  to  do  more  than 
he  could  do  well,  breaking  no  more  ground  than  could  be  well 
tilled,  keeping  no  more  stock  than  could  be  well  fed.  His 
farming  was  practical  rather  than  theoretical.  He  took  great 
pride  in  the  fences,  in  the  crops  and  in  the  stock  of  his  farm. 
He  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  in  breeding  and  raising 
good  horses  and  cattle,  the  beautiful  Devons  being  his  favorite 
breed  of  cattle,  always  striving  for  the  best.  He  was  of  a 
hopeful  and  cheerful  disposition,  mild  and  modest  in  manners, 
kind  and  indulgent  in  his  family,  considerate  and  obliging  to 
his  neighbors,  cautious  and  conscientious  in  his  transactions, 
and  firm  in  his  convictions  of  right.  His  advice  was  often 
sought,  and  his  judgment  much  relied  upon  by  others.  He 
filled  many  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  always  with 
fidelity,  and  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  for  many  years  an  active  member  or  the  State 
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militia,  and  was  advanced  to  a colonelc}^  when  military  honors 
were  worthy  the  ambition  of  any;  and  when  merit  alone  was 
the  test  of  such  distinction.  That  he  merited  the  title  was 
attested  by  its  universal  application  in  addressing  or  speaking 
of  “Col.  Coe.”  He  took  a deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
native  town,  (Middletown)  and  of  the  society  in  which  he  lived 
(Middlefield),  and  in  the  church,  of  which  he  was  a consistent 
member.  He  was  also  true  to  his  political  party — the  Whig 
party — till  it  died,  and  to  the  Republican  party  till  he  died.” 
He  was  a social  man  and  greatlj^  enjoyed  visiting  relatives  and 
friends,  and  still  more  did  he  enjoy  visits  from  them ; the  latch 
string  was  always  out  and  the  best  the  house  afforded  was  not 
too  good  for  the  guests.  He  was  fond  of  amusements,  innocent 
stories,  and  harmless  jokes.  Some  of  his  descendants  have 
inherited  these  traits.  He  was  a fine  horseman  and  horseback 
riding  was  a favorite  way  of  traveling  with  him.  After  he 
retired  from  the  colonelcy  of  his  regiment,  he  was  often  called 
on  to  review  the  regiment  and  his  friends  were  proud  to  see 
him  ride  down  the  lines. 

He  was  something  of  a musician  and  sang  for  many  years 
in  the  choir.  Singing  schools  were  generally  held  at  the 
Conference  house  on  Sunday  evenings.  Sunday  then  began  on 
Saturday  at  sunset,  and  ended  at  sunset  on  Sunday,  so  on 
Sunday  evening,  he  and  the  boys  would  go  to  singing  school 
and  his  wife  wdth  her  knitting  work  would  go  to  Mrs.  Roswell 
Bailey’s  (generally  walked)  and  on  the  return  from  the  singing 
school,  would  stop  for  her.  Mrs.  Bailey  (Lucina,  a niece) 
would  bring  out  a mince  pie  and  say  “Uncle  Levi,  have  a piece 
of  pie — it  isn’t  very  good,”  and  he  would  reply  “Then  I don’t 
want  it.  ’ ’ He  was  a punctual  attendant  at  all  church  meetings; 
have  heard  him  say  that  he  went  to  meeting  one  winter  every 
Sunday  for  five  consecutive  months  in  a sleigh — we  have  no 
such  winters  now,  and  not  many  such  church-goers. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  procuring  subscriptions  for  the 
new  church  edifice,  built  in  1842.  The  old  meeting  house,  as 
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was  common  then,  had  square  pews,  a family  seated  in  one  of 
them  would  face,  some  one  way  and  some  another ; there  are 
but  few  such  now. 

St.  Peter’s  church,  Philadelphia,  where  Gen.  Washington 
worshipped,  retains  its  original  pews ; the  pulpit  is  elevated 
perhaps  twenty  steps,  the  entrance  to  it  being  from  the  vestiyL 
In  prayer  time  not  a person  can  be  seen  in  the  body  of  the 
church. 

As  selectman  he  was  brought  in  contact  with  many  people 
and  formed  firm  friendships  in  the  city  and  in  Long  Hill  and 
Westfield,  especially  with  members  of  the  board.  Farming 
then  was  not  a money  making  business,  but  necessities  were 
fewer  than  now.  He,  like  other  farmers,  did  not  have  a great 
supply  of  money,  yet  he  was  a good  provider  for  his  family,  he 
would  often  say  he  had  rather  pay  the  butcher’s  bill  than  the 
doctor’s.  His  last  sleep  came  after  a painful  sickness  patiently 
borne. 

Now  the  laborer’s  task  is  o’er; 

Now  the  battle  day  is  past: 

Now  upon  the  farther  shore 
Lands  the  voyager  at  last. 

Father,  in  Thy  gracious  keeping 
Leave  we  now  thy  servant  sleeping. 
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8.  SARAH  WARD. 

Sarah  Ward  was  born  April  2d,  1788.  She  was  the 
youngest  child  of  William  and  Mary  (Miller)  Ward.  She 
married  Col.  Levi  Coe  on  the  14th  of  Feb.,  1811.  They  lived 
for  some  years  in  a house  (since  torn  down)  that  stood  where 
Nelson  Coe  now  lives,  so  it  was  near  the  house  of  Levi’s 
father.  At  about  the  time  their  son  Alvin  was  born  they 
removed  to  the  old  home  of  Sarah’s  father,  William  Ward, 
where  they  lived  till  the  death  of  Col.  Coe;  then  she  broke  up 
housekeeping  and  lived  till  her  death  with  her  daughter, 
Aurelia  who  married  Ichabod  Miller,  ;and  to  his  praise  it 


Col.  Levi  Coe. 


Benjamin  W.  Coe. 


Sarah  Ward  (Coe). 


Aurelia  M.  Coe  (Miller). 


Alvin  b.  Coe. 


Levi  E.  Coe. 
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should  be  said,  he  was  always  kind  to  her.  She  survived  her 
husband  nearly  eight  years.  She  was  an  industrious  woman ; 
doing  the  housework  for  the  family,  besides  a great  deal  of 
sewing,  knitting,  spinning  and  weaving.  She  was  an  excellent 
cook;  “Aunt  Sarah’s”  bread,  pies  and  cakes  were  thought  to 
be  the  best  of  any.  Her  nephew,  Timothy  Johnson,  who 
lived  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  would  write  weeks  ahead  that  at  a 
certain  hour,  on  a certain  day,  he  should  be  at  Aunt  Sarah’s,  to 
get  some  of  her  custard  pie.  She  was  blessed  with  general 
good  health,  but  a serious  and  singular  accident  came  to  her 
about  1840.  She  and  herson  Alvin  had  been  into  Middletown, 
and  had  bought  a large  mirror.  They  had  placed  it  standing, 
in  the  buggy  in  front  of  them,  she  holding  it.  As  they  reached 
the  foot  of  the  east  side  of  Ball’s  Fall  Hill,  Alvin  feeling  cold, 
and  thinking  he  would  walk  up  the  hill  and  get  warm,  jumped 
out  over  the  wheel  to  the  frozen  ground,  which  frightened  the 
horse,  a powerful,  high-spirited  one,  and  he  started  to  run. 
She  told  Alvin  to  give  her  the  reins,  which  he  attempted  to  do, 
but  she  did  not  get  them,  and  he  lost  hold  of  them ; the  horse 
then  set  into  a fast  run ; she  thought  the  matter  over  and 
decided  that  if  the  horse  did  not  stop  before  reaching  the  top 
of  the  hill,  she  would  jump  out.  She  leaned  the  mirror  against 
the  high  dash-board,  and  as  the  horse  did  not  slacken,  when 
on  the  top  of  the  hill,  she  wrapped  her  cloak  as  closely  as  she 
could  about  her  and  jumped  out,  but  notwithstanding  her  pre- 
caution, her  cloak  caught  on  the  wagon  step,  and  she  was 
thrown  down,  striking  her  shoulder  upon  the  frozen  ground. 
It  was  fortunate  that  her  cloak  was  an  old  one,  which  gave 
way  without  dragging  her.  The  horse  ran  down  the  hill,  across 
the  flat  and  up  the  incline  to  the  turnpike  gate  and  stopped, 
and  without  injury  to  the  buggy  or  looking-glass. 

Her  shoulder  was  broken,  and  troubled  her  and  at  times 
pained  her  for  the  rest  of  her  life.  She  was  attended  by  a 
doctor  skilled  in  surgery  but  never  afterwards  raised  her  left 
hand  to  the  top  of  her  head. 
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Except  what  she  could  do  with  one  hand,  others  had  to 
dress  her  hair,  mostly  was  it  done  by  the  willing  hands  of  her 
loving  daughter.  No  one  could  be  more  thoughtful  for  the 
good  of  others  than  she.  The  presents  of  her  own  handiwork, 
which  she  made  to  her  relatives,  friends  and  neighbors, 
evidenced  her  desire  to  make  others  happy.  Her  devotion  to 
her  husband  and  children  and  her  kindness  to  the  sick  and 
needy  bring  to  one’s  mind  the  words  : ‘ Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
Me.” 

No  words  of  praise  can  do  her  justice  and  it  seems  like 
mockery  to  attempt  it,  and  so  it  seemed  when  the  good  minister 
at  her  funeral,  attempted  to  give  her  the  praise  due  her. 

To  the  children,  whom  she  had  borne  and  brought  up,  and 
who  knew  her  so  much  better  than  any  others,  the  eulogy  so 
well  intended,  seemed  idle  and  out  of  place.  To  one  ac- 
customed to  the  beautiful  burial  service  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  funeral  sermons  must  be  generally  unsatisfactory. 

She  spent  a long  life  in  imitation  of  Him  who  went  about 
doing  good. 

She  with  her  husband  and  some  of  theirs,  are  in  Paradise, 
but  in  the  communion  of  Saints  is  taught : 

“Angels,  and  living  saints  and  dead, 

But  one  communion  make.” 

Eevi  Coe  died  January  i6th,  1864. 

Sarah  Ward,  his  wife,  died  December  loth,  1871. 
Children  ; 

9  Benjamin  Ward  Coe,  born  28th  April,  1812;  married  Betsey 

M.  Birdsey. 

10  Aurelia  Miller  Coe,  bom  October  15th,  1815;  married 

Ichabod  Miller. 

11  Alvin  Bennett  Coe,  born  February  15th,  1821;  married 

Harriet  T.  Coe. 

12  Eevi  Elmore  Coe,  born  June  6th,  1828;  married  Sophia 

Fidelia  Hall. 
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9.  CAPT.  BENJAMIN  W.  COE. 

Benjamin  Ward  Coe  was  born  April  28th,  1812.  After 
receiving  a common  school  education,  he  began  business  for 
himself  peddling  Yankee  notions,  from  trunks.  It  was  common 
then  for  peddlers  to  carry  two  tin  trunks,  suspended  by  straps 
from  a yoke  across  the  shoulders.  He  married  Betsy  Martina 
Birdsey  Nov.  7th,  1832.  He  bought  a farm  in  the  east  part  of 
Middlefield  on  the  road  north  of  where  Benjamin  Miller  (Gov.) 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Middlefield,  settled,  whose  settle- 
ment is  described  as  located  on  the  east  side  of  Coginchaug,  or 
West  river,  and  not  far  from  the  Durham  line. 

Benjamin  built  a new  house,  which  with  the  large  barn  and 
a level,  productive  farm,  made  a very  attractive  place.  To 
provide  these  he  ran  into  debt,  but  by  thorough  farming  and 
from  the  proceeds  of  an  apple-tree  nursery  which  he  started, 
the  debt  was  soon  extinguished. 

The  military  company  of  Middlefield,  had  become  very 
much  run  down — the  uniforms  and  drills  were  made  a 
burlesque — some  of  the  company  desiring  a revival  to  its 
former  efficiency,  urged  him  to  accept  its  captaincy;  he  having 
inherited  from  his  father  a military  spirit,  accepted  after  a 
unanimous  election.  The  company,  he  brought  to  a high 
standard,  in  drill  and  discipline,  which  were  such  as  to  make 
it  the  competitor  of  the  best  companies  in  the  regiment. 
General  K.  W.  N.  Starr  was  then  in  command  of  a crack 
independent  company  in  the  city.  At  the  regimental  training, 
the  Middlefield  company  received  its  share  of  the  applause  of 
the  onlookers . He  represented  the  town  of  Middletown  in  the 
Connecticut  Legislature,  with  credit,  in  1853,  1854  and  1862 
and  Middlefield  in  1868. 

He  was  an  active  Republican  in  politics.  In  the  great  fight 
between  the  Air  Line  R.  R.  and  Hartford,  about  bridging  the 
Connecticut  river,  he  assisted  with  his  best  efforts,  Mr.  David 
Lyman,  whoso  successfully  carried  out  the  project  of  building 
the  road.  He  served  as  selectman  for  several  years ; by  his 
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economical  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  ofi&ce,  he 
received  the  commendation  of  his  townsmen, 

Aug.  26th,  1S63,  in  town  meeting  (Middletown) — Voted — 
“That  Benjamin  W.  Coe,  Samuel  Babcock,  Origen  Utley  and 
Alfred  Hubbard  are  hereby  appointed  as  committee  to  draw 
orders  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  town,  in  favor  of  such  persons, 
residents  and  legal  inhabitants  of  this  town,  in  sums  not 
exceeding  300  dollars  to  each  person  as  may  be  drafted  and 
liable  to  ser^uce  from  this  town  under  the  present  act  of 
Congress,  and  the  draft  at  present  ordered  and  pending, 
provided  in  the  opinion  of  said  committee  the  persons  so 
drafted  require  this  pecuniar}-  assistance  for  the  support  of 
their  families  or  those  dependent  upon  them.” 

His  last  sickness  was  long,  his  disease  consumption,  which 
he  knew  to  be  fatal,  but  he  was  resigned.  The  last  time  the 
writer  saw  him,  a short  time  before  he  died,  he  said  “Godwin 
take  care  of  me.” 

« 

“God  is  our  refuge  in  distress, 

A present  help  when  dangers  press.” 


He  was  buried  on  the  burial  lot  with  his  father  and  mother 
and  sister,  and  where  since  have  been  buried  his  wife,  his 
brother  Alvin  and  his  wife,  and  his  sister's  husband,  Ichabod 
Miller.  A suitable  family  monument  was  erected  from  the 
estate  of  his  father. 

Betsey  Martina  Birdsey  was  bom  Januar}-  22d,  1814.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Birdsey,  who  was  the  son  of 
Gershom,  who  was  the  son  of  John,  who  was  the  son  of  Abel, 
who  was  the  son  of  John,  who  was  the  son  of  John,  bom  in 
England,  immigrated  into  this  countiy,  and  settled  in  Milford, 
Conn.,  1639,  removed  to  Stratford  in  1649,  and  was  there  a 
prominent  man  in  the  church. 

Benjamin  Ward  Coe  died  June  28th,  1877. 

Betsey,  his  wife,  died  June  28th,  1879. 
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Chii^drkn  : 

Frank  B.,  born  October  nth,  1835;  married  Rose  A. 
Skinner. 

Sarah  Ward, [born  May  28th,  1841  ; married  Charles  R 
Crowell. 


10.  AURELIA  M.  COE. 

AuRKiyiA  M.  CoK  was  born  October  15th,  1815  ; married 
Ichabod  Miller  April  23rd,  1834.  She  was  a favorite  as  a girl 
and  beloved  as  a woman.  She  was  an  active  w^orker  in  the 
church  and  a prominent  member  of  the  church  choir,  for  many 
years  playing  organ  accompaniment  for  the  singing.  Few  had 
a greater  number  of  friends,  none  had  less  enemies.  She 
had  so  many  social  connections  and  so  many'  friends  that  life 
was  sweet  to  her,  yet,  before  she  had  completed  all  the  work 
she  had  laid  out  to  do , she  was  called  away — one  of  the  things 
she  left  incomplete  was  part  of  a motto  in  needle  work,  now 
preserved  and  treasured  with  the  needle  and  silk  attached  as 

she  left  it : “Meet  me  in  Hea “ Her  friends  know  what 

she  would  have  made  it  and  will  heed  the  admonition. 

“There  is  a land  of  pure  delight, 

Where  saints  immortal  reign.” 

Ichabod  Miller'"  was  born  13th  March,  1813.  He  was  the 
son  of  Ichabod®  and  Sarah  K.  (Birdsey)  Miller  and  grandson  of 
Lieut.  Ichabod^  who  was  son  of  (22)  Dea.  Ichabod^,  who  was 
the  son  of  Benjamin^,  who  was  the  son  of  Thomas^  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Middletown.  Sarah  E.  Birdsey  above  was  the 
daughter  of  David  Birdsey,  who  was  the  son  of  John,  who  was 
the  son  of  Abel,  who  was  the  son  of  John,  who  was  the  son 
of  John  of  Milford  and  Stratford  as  before. 

Ichabod  was  a devoted  husband,  a kind  father,  an  obliging 
neighbor,  a good  friend,  an  upright  and  respected  citizen. 
Ichabod  and  his  wife  were  Congregationalists. 
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He  died  i6th,  1885. 

Aurelia,  his  wife,  died  July  14th,  1837. 

Children  : 

Clementine  A., born  September  22d,  1839;  married  Henrj' 
W.  Skinner. 

Mary  R.,  born  May  loth,  1846;  married  Pascal  A.  Skinner. 


1 1.  CAPT.  ALVIN  B.  COE. 

Alvin  B.  Coe  was  born  February  13th,  1821.  He  married 
Harriet  T.  Coe  December  30th,  1841.  He  was  educated  at  the 
common  schools,  and  was  clerk  awhile  in  the  book  store  of 
Luke  C.  Lyman.  He  bought  and  located  on  the  farm  on 
Pov/der  Hill  road,  a little  north  of  the  house  where  his  parents 
began  housekeeping.  When  a young  man  he  had  a very 
severe  attack  of  inflammatory  rheumatism,  which  left  him  with 
a heart  trouble,  which  lasted  through  life  and  was  the  cause  of 
his  death.  Not  being  able  to  do  hard  work  on  the  farm,  he 
gave  a good  deal  of  attention  to  trading  in  cattle,  of  w'hich  he 
was  an  excellent  judge;  he  was  often  selected  as  a judge  of 
cattle  at  agricultural  fairs.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  bone  buttons,  under  the  firm  name  of  Miller,  Coe  & 
Bennett,  he  acting  as  salesman  for  the  company.  With  him 
trading  did  not  imph%  deception  or  driving  sharp  bargains. 
No  man’s  bond  was  better  than  his  word.  He  w^as  always 
actively  engaged  in  something.  He  was  a successful  cultivator 
of  peaches,  small  fruits  and  vegetables.  Before  the  stores  were 
open  in  the  morning  he  would  be  in  Meriden  with  a load  of 
peaches,  berries  or  vegetables.  He  would  drive  home,  change 
horses  and  drive  to  Durham  in  the  afternoon  to  bu}^  oxen. 

The  next  morning  he  would  have  business  to  call  him  to 
Hartford  or  New  Haven.  In  the  afternoon  he  would  be 
attending  a meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Middlesex  County 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  one.  The  following  morning  again  in 
Meriden,  and  in  the  afternoon  making  a social  visit  in  his 


COE-WARD  MEMORIAL. 


25 


neighborhood,  yet  with  all  his  activity  in  business,  he  was 
attentive  to  his  family,  relatives  and  friends ; neither  was  he 
neglectful  of  his  church  duties  ; both  he  and  his  wife  were 
Methodists  and  to  the  teachings  of  that  church,  he  was  a quiet 
consistent  adherent.  For  his  attention  to  his  father  and 
mother  and  sister  and  brother  in  sickness,  whom  he  outlived, 
he  should  receive  the  gratitude  of  all  their  descendants — no  one 
knows  how  much  he  did  for  their  comfort  but  He  who 
knoweth  all  things,  and  who  will  surely  reward  him.  He  was 
a member  of  Meridian  lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  having  joined  it, 
with  the  consent  of  the  lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  lived, 
that  he  might  receive  the  degrees  from  his  brother,  who  was 
the  W.  M.  of  Meridian  Lodge  at  the  time.  He  was  made 
captain  of  the  militia  company.  He  was  often  called  on  to 
appraise  and  settle  estates.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  exercised  the  duties  of  trial  justice  with  rare  good 
judgment.  He  was  also  selectman  and  represented  his  town  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  in  1872.  In  all  his  public 
and  private  relations,  no  reproach  was  ever  attached  to  his 
name. 

• “How  bless’d  are  they  who  always  keep 

The  pure  and  perfect  way.” 

Harriet  Tatnall  Coe  was  born  March  9th,  1821.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Elias  C.  Coe^,  who  was  the  son  of  Seth®,  who 
was  the  son  of  David®,  who  was  the  son  of  Joseph^,  who  was 
the  son  of  John^,  who  was  the  son  of  Robert^,  who  was  the  son 
of  Robert  the  first,  as  before.  Her  mother  was  Hannah 
Try  on.  Her  father’s  mother  was  Mary  Miller,  sister  of 
Rachel,  who  married  Esq.  Eli  Cce.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband  she  lived  with  her  daughter,  and  removed  with  her  to 
West  Haven,  but  was  buried  in  her  native  town,  wffiere  she 
had  been  from  childhood  beloved  for  her  gentle  manners,  sweet 
disposition  and  Christian  graces. 

Alvin  B.  Coe  died  Oct.  4th,  1886. 

Harriet,  his  wife,  died  Aug  25th,  1888. 
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Only  child  : 

Fannie  S.,  born  Oct.  29th,  1842;  married  Erwin  J. 
Crawford. 


12.  LEVI  E.  COE. 

Levi  Elmore  Coe,  born  6th  of  June,  1828,  in  Middletown, 
now  Middlefield,  Ct.,  fourth  and  youngest  child  of  Col.  Levi 
Coe  and  Sarah  Ward,  was  educated  at  the  common  schools 
and  Post’s  and  Chase’s  academies.  He  commenced  teaching 
at  18  years  of  age,  which  he  followed  for  seven  years.  He 
married  on  the  27th  of  November,  1851  (Thanksgiving  Day), 
Sophia  Fidelia  Hall,  daughter  of  Harley  and  Martha  Cone  Hall, 
whose  genealogies  she  is  compiling. 

Among  their  immigrant  ancestors  are  John  Hall,  New 
Haven,  John  Hall,  Middletown,  Cone,  Bacon,  Ackley,  Pratt, 
Atkins,  Moss,  Andrews,  Spencer,  Metcalf,  Hurlburt,  Miller, 
Terrill,  Leigh,  Hungerford,  Avery,  Watrous,  Dickens,  Hins- 
dale, Bassett,  Wetmore,  Peck,  Watson,  Kirby,  Lane, 
Kenric,  Griswold,  Doming,  White,  Cooke,  Todd,  Nettleton, 
Hubbard,  Leete,  Lothrop,  Fairbanks,  Wolcott,  Treat,  Wood- 
ward, Middlebrook,  Watts,  Scudder,  Saunders,  Clarke  and 
Coley. 

In  the  Fall  of  1853  Levi  E.  Coe  and  wife  took  up  their 
permanent  residence  in  Meriden.  In  1854  was  elected 
treasurer  of  The  Meriden  Savings  Bank,  with  which  he  has 
ever  since  been  connected,  either  as  treasurer,  director  or 
president — the  assets  of  the  bank  at  that  time  were  only 
$25,000,  and  the  salary  of  treasurer  $200.  As  other  means  of 
support  he  kept  books,  made  bills  and  did  other  writing  for 
outside  parties ; for  forty  years  he  was  extensivel}"  engaged  in 
buying  and  selling  real  estate  on  his  own  account,  but  never 
on  commission. 

He  took  an  interest  in  agricultural  matters  and  pet  stock, 
was  secretary  of  the  Farmers’  Club,  president  of  the  Meriden 
Poultry  Association,  secretary,  treasurer  and  president  of 
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the  Meriden  Agricultural  Society,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Connecticut  State  Agricultural  Society  and  member  of 
the  Connecticut  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 

He  was  Grand  Juror,  Registrar  (vital  statistics)  1858  to 
1865,  Justice  of  the  Peace  1858  to  1885,  Trial  Justice  for  many 
years  before  the  establishment  of  the  City  Court.  Other  town 
offices  which  he  has  held  are.  Agent  to  convey  Real  Estate, 
Registrar  of  Voters,  Town  Clerk,  Judge  of  Probate.  He  was 
the  first  Clerk  of  the  Meriden  City  and  Police  Courts  and  later 
Judge  of  said  courts  for  eighteen  years;  was  water  com- 
missioner at  the  building  of  the  Meriden  works  and  many 
years  following,  was  member  of  the  Board  of  Compensation 
several  years  till  elected  Mayor  December,  1894,  taking  office 
January,  1895.  He  was  re-elected  for  1896  and  ’7. 

He  was  appointed  by  the  Secretary"  of  the  Interior,  a Town- 
site  Trustee  for  Oklahoma  City,  Oka.,  has  been  a director  of 
the  Meriden  Bank  (now  Meriden  National  Bank)  since  1862, 
is  Treasurer  of  the  Meriden  Park  Co.,  one  of  the  incorporators 
and  director  of  the  New  England  Brown  Stone  Co.,  director  of 
The  Meriden  Hospital,  Trustee  of  the  Curtis  Home,  President 

of  the  Meriden  Historical  Society,  member  of  the  Connecticut- 

« 

Historical  Society,  of  the  Society  of  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  of  the  Home  Club.  He  is  honorary  life 
member  of  the  Masonic  Charity  Foundation  of  Connecticut, 
has  been  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  W.  M.  of  Meridian  Eodge, 
No.  77,  F.  & A.  M.,  E.  C.  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No.  9, 
K.  T.,  and  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  South  Dakota,  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Connecticut. 

In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  served  as  a member 
of  the  Town  committee,  and  State  Central  committee. 

He  is  an  Episcopalian  and  has  been  a member  of  the  vestry 
of  St.  Andrew’s  church  since  1858. 

He  erected  a modest  Memorial  Brown  Stone  Library 
Building,  which  with  its  furnishings  and  Librarjy  he  presented 
to  his  native  town,  Middlefield,  June  6th,  1893,  a free  public 
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library’  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  placing  it  in  control  of 
a self  perpetuating,  incorporated  Board  of  Trustees,  known  as 
“The  Levi  E.  Coe  Library  Association.” 

Children  of  Levi  Elmore  Coe  and  Sophia  Fidelia 
Hall  : 

Son,  born  Sept.  3d,  1859;  died  Sept.  3d,  1859. 

Charles  Levi,  born  Dec.  4th,  i860;  baptized  Easter  Sunda}" 
1861,  by  Doct.  Deshon  ; died  February'  19th,  1862. 

Safely,  safely  gathered  in, 

Far  from  sorrow,  far  from  sin. 

No  more  childish  griefs  or  fears, 

No  more  sadness,  no  more  tears; 

For  the  life  so  young  and  fair 
Now  has  passed  from  earthly  care  ; 

God  Himself  the  soul  will  keep. 

Giving  His  beloved  sleep. 

Frank  B.  Coe,  son  of  (9)  Benjamin  W.  Coe,  born  October 
nth,  1835;  died  December  4th,  1883;  married  October 
13th,  1861,  Rose  A.  Skinner,  born  9th  March,  1842. 

Child  : 

Bessie  Almira,  born  May  22d,  1883;  died  May  27th,  1883. 

Sarah  Ward  Coe,  daughter  of  (9)  Benjamin  W.  Coe,  born 
May  28th,  1841  ; married  Charles  R.  Crowell,  Nov.  loth, 
1859- 

Children  : 

Minnie  Coe  Crowell,  born  June  27th,  1866. 

Annie  Birdsey  Crowell,  born  Sept.  3d,  1869. 

Benjamin  Coe  Crowell,  born  May  4th,  1882. 

Clementine  A.  Miller,  daughter  of  Ichabod  Miller  and  (10) 
Aurelia  M.  Coe,  born  22d  Sept.  1839;  married  nth  Oct., 
i860,  Henry  W.  Skinner,  born  i8th  April,  1838. 
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Children : 

Dora  Charlena  Skinner,  born  7th  Sept.,  1861;  married 
Samuel  Hatch,  24th  June,  1883. 

Devi  Coe  Skinner,  born  i8th  May,  1865  ; married  Douise 
Mockmeyer  20th  June,  1888. 

Mary  R.  Miller,  daughter  of  Ichabod  Miller  and  (10) 
Aurelia  M.  Coe,  born  loth  May,  1846;  married  17th 
Sept.,  1867,  Pascal  A.  Skinner,  born  17th  Dec.,  1844. 

Fannie  S.  Coe,  daughter  of  (ii)  Alvin  B.  Coe,  born  Oct. 
29th,  1842;  married  May  nth,  1864,  Erwin  J.  Craw- 
ford, born  Jan.  22d,  1843. 

Children  : 

Maud  S.,  born  July  20th,  1868;  died  April  6th,  1875. 

Daisy  Maud,  born  Feb.  27th,  1877. 


13.  SX^M+BN  AND  JOYCE  (STAFFORD)  WARD. 

Most  of  the  early  emigrants  from  England  to  New  England 
settled  about  Boston,  thence  some  of  them  removed  and  made 
the  three  first  settlements  in  Connecticut  to  wit : Hartford, 
Wethersfield  and  Windsor;  from  there  they  scattered  about 
over  the  state.  In  1639  Andrew  Ward  and  Joyce  Ward 
(widow)  were  land  holders  in  Wethersfield.  Andrew  Ward  had 
a son  William  and  a son  John,  and  Widow  Joyce  Ward  had  a 
son  William  and  a son  John.  Savage  thinks  William  ist,  of 
Middletown  was  a son  of  Widow  Joyce  and  that  John  ist 
of  Middletown  was  a son  of  Andrew.  If  so  they  were  probably 
cousins.  Widow  Joyce’s  husband  being  a brother  of  Andrew — 
perhaps  they  were  brothers  and  both  sons  of  Widow  Joyce. 
Atkins  says  John  and  William  of  Middletown  were  from 
Rowley.  Andrew  went  with  Robert  Coe  about  the  time 
Widow  Joyce  died  to  purchase  Stamford,  and  the  boys  may 
have  removed  to  Rowley,  or  they  may  have  remained  there 
while  the  mother  was  in  Wethersfield.  In  her  will  she 
says  “I  Joyce  Ward  of  Wethersfield,  being  sick  in  body 
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but  whole  in  mynd  doe  make  last  will  and  testament 
this  15th  day  of  Xov.,  1640.”  In  this  will  she  mentions  sons, 
Anthon}’,  William,  Robert  and  John,  and  son-in-law,  John 
Fletcher.  She  sa3’s  again  “I  have  left  Robert’s  portion  which 
his  father  gave  him,  £20,  in  England,  in  the  hands  of  my  son 
Edward,”  from  which  it  would  appear  that  her  husband  died 
before  she  left  England  and  that  Edward  did  not  come  with 
the  famih’  and  that  some  of  her  children  were  minors. 

Governor  Ward,  late  of  New  Jerse}',  who  was  a descendant 
of  Widow  Jo>xe  Ward,  b}’  her  son  John,  thinks  the  husband  of 
Jo}'ce,  whose  name  was  Stephen,  did  not  come  to  America. 
Judge  Sherman  W.  Adams  thinks  it  probable  that  he  was 
killed  b}'  the  Indians  at  Wethersfield.  The  following  appears 
from  his  pen  in  Memorial  History’  of  Hartford  county. 

“We  are  next  to  record  a ver\*  serious  calamity  which  led  to 
the  Colon}" ’s  most  effectual  campaign  against  the  Pequots. 
Some  time  in  April,  1637,  a party  of  Pequots,  (Capt.  Underhill 
said  there  were  200  of  them)  fell  upon  the  planters  in  the  great 
meadow  and  put  to  death  six  men  and  three  women.  Winthrop 
says  under  date  of  May  12,  1637,  “We  received  a letter,  Mr. 
Haynes  and  others  being  then  at  Say  brook,  that  the  Pequots 
had  been  up  the  river  at  Wethersfield  and  had  killed  six  men, 
being  at  their  work,  and  twenty  cows  and  a mare,  and  had 
killed  three  women  and  carried  away  the  maids.”  Vincent 
says  the  number  slain  was  nine,  one  a child.  This  deplorable 
deed  was  enacted  near  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  and  opposite 
the  island,  or  so  near  thereto  that  it  was  witnessed  by  Wattoon 
and  other  Indians  from  that  point.  Sowheag  was  then  hostile 
to  the  Wethersfield  people  and  had  withdrawn  to  Mattabesett 
or  its  vicinity;  and  this  led  the  inhabitants  to  suspect  him  of 
having  incited  the  Pequots  to  their  work;  but  the  proof  is 
wanting  that  he  had  any  part  in  the  matter.  In  October,  1639, 
Lieut.  Robert  Seeley,  who  had  formerly  lived  at  Wethersfield, 
but  was  now  the  ‘ ‘marshal’  ’ at  Quinnipiac,  arrested Nepaupuck, 
a Pequot,  as  one  of  the  murderers.  Upon  the  testimony  of 
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Mewhebato,  a Quillipiack  Indian,  kinsman  to  Nepaupuck,  and 
that  of  Wattoon,  a son  of  Carrahoode,  a councillor  to  the 
Quillipiack  Sagamore,  “the  prisoner  in  a trial  had  at  New 
Haven,  was  found  guilty  of  the  murder  of  Abraham  Finch, 
one  of  those  slain  at  Wethersfield.  Wattoon  testified  that  he 
saw  the  murder  from  the  Island  and  that  Nepaupuck  captured 
one  of  the  girls  taken.  In  accordance  with  the  sentence  of  the 
Court,  Nepaupuck’ s head  was  cut  off  the  next  day  and  pitched 
upon  a pole  in  the  marketplace”  at  New  Haven. 

Many  years  afterwards,  January  1671-2,  Wow- ween,  an 
Indian  at  Stonington,  accused  Oclognonmamon  of  having 
killed  one  of  the  “three  maids”  that  were  captured.  Ex- 
cepting Abraham  Finch,  the  names  of  the  slain  can  be 
conjectured  only.  Finch’s  homestead  was  on  the  east  side  of 
Broad  street,  near  the  North  end.  Thomas  Adams  disappeared 
from  Wethersfield  about  this  time  and  no  trace  is  found  of  him 
afterward. 

^The^widpw  Joyce  Ward  died  in  1640.  Her  former  husband, 
StdpheW Ward,*  may  have  been  another  of  the  victims.” 


14.  EN.S.  WILLIAM  WARD. 

William  Ward  is  our  immigrant  ancestor.  He  was  one 
of  the  leading  men  among  the  early  settlers  of  Middletown. 
His  name  appears  on  the  Middletown  records  as  early  as  1655, 
and  frequently  thereafter  till  his  death.  By  the  records  is 
found  that  in  1655-6  five  acres  of  land  was  granted  William 
Ward  for  his  house  lot.  (Land  adjoining  were  granted  to  John 
Ward.)  In  1663  other  lands  were  granted  to  William  Ward  up 
stream  of  Edward  Turner  and  June  30th,  1685,  the  town 
(Middletown)  made  choice  of  those  mentioned  as  patentees  for 
the  town  to  procure  a patent  for  the  town  according  to  the 
Court  order — Ensign  Ward,  Capt.  Harris  and  others. 


’Stephen  Ward  was  a son  of  James  Ward  and  Anna  or  Alice  Fawkes,  both  of 
whom  died  in  England. 
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Copied  from  the  tombstones  in  Riverside  cemeter}',  Middle- 
town  : 

“Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Insine  William  Ward, 
aged  about  5g  years,  dyed  Mch.  2S,  1690.” 

“Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Phebe,  wife  of  Ens — 

William  Wari” 

By  its  side  : 

“Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Anna  Ward,  the  wife 
of  CapL  Thomas  Ward,  dyed  30th  Nov.,  1712,  age 
50  years.” 

On  table  monument ; 

“Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Capt.  Thomas  Ward, 
who  departed  this  life  June  ye  2d,  1728,  in  the  68 
year  of  his  age.” 

Ens.  William  Ward  by  wife  Sarah  had  William,  bom  24th 
June,  1659,  who  died  soon  as  did  the  mother,  and  he  married 
2d  Phebe,  28th  March,  1660. 

Ensign  William  died  28th  March,  1690. 

Phebe,  his  wife,  died  ist  Sept.,  1691. 

At  the  date  of  his  will,  25th  Dec.,  1688,  all  eight  children 
were  living. 

From  Middletown  records  : 

To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  these  presents  may  come  : 
we  whose  names  are  hereunder  written  send  greeting,  Amen. 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  God  Almightie  to  take  away  from 
us  our  honored  father.  Ensign  William  Ward,  by  death,  and 
likewise  it  hath  pleased  the  Hon.  Court  at  Hartford,  after  legal 
probation  of  our  said  father’s  last  will  and  testament  (and 
according  thereunto)  to  establish  our  Honored  mother,  Phebe 
Ward,  and  our  two  loving  and  beloved  brethren,  Thomas  Ward 
and  William  Ward  as  administrators  to  our  father’s  estate  ; and 
seeing  it  hath  pleased  God  hkewise  lately  to  take  away  our 
sd  mother  by*  death,  it  was  thought  meet  by  our  two  aforesaid 
brethren  with  ourselves,  to  settle  matters  concerning  the  said 
estate  so  far  as  concerns  ourselves  ; and  by  mutual  agreement 
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amongst  us  we  have  ordered  our  matters  therein ; and  are  also 
so  fully  satisfied  and  fully  contented  as  to  our  said  brethren’s 
dealing  on  the  aforesaid  business  that  we  see  sufl&cient  cause 
and  reason  as  to  ourselves  jointly,  and  each  one  for  herself, 
particularly  to  give  our  said  brethren  a free  and  full  and 
general  acquittance  and  discharge  as  to  the  above  mentioned 
causes  and  therefore  quietly  and  willingly,  freely  and  volun- 
tarily acquiescing  and  resting  satisfied  with  what  is  already 
done  in  way  of  distribution  or  dividing  of  our  said  portions  of 
the  said  estate;  we  freely  and  fully,  absolutely  and  clearly  acquit 
and  discharge  our  two  aforesaid  loving  brethren,  Thomas  Ward 
and  William  Ward,  for  themselves  and  their  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns  forever  from  any  farther  or  future 
claims,  challenges  or  demands  that  shall  be  made  by  us  or  any 
of  us  (either  for  ourselves  or  any  others)  to  any  more  of  our 
sd  father’s  estate  ; but  do  hereby  discharge  our  said  brethren 
from  their  administratorship  towards  ourselves  and  from  any- 
thing farther  that  we  expect  on  the  forementioned  account  for 
both  ourselves  jointly  and  each  one  severally,  our  heirs,, 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns  forever  and  that  we  all 
jointly  and  each  one  for  herself  particularly  do  give  to  this 
aforesaid  agreement  and  acquittance,  we  have  set  to  our  hands 
and  seals,  that  is  to  say,  Anne  Ward,  Dorothy  Ward,  Susanna 
Ward,  Oct.  6th,  1691. 


Isaac  Johnson, 

Jonathan  Gilbert. 

Chiedren  of  Ensign  Wieliam  and  Phebe  Ward: 

15  Thomas,  born  7th  Feb.,  1661;  married  Anna  Tappin, 
daughter  of  (54)  James. 

Phebe,  born  17th  April,  1663. 

William,  born  2d  Aug.,  1665. 

Sarah,  born  i8th  Dec.,  1667. 


Test. 

Francis  Whitmore, 


Anne  Ward, 
Dorothy  Ward, 
Susanna  Ward. 
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Anne,  born  20th  March,  1670;  married  James  Tappin  Jr. 
Dorothy,  born  5th  March,  1671-2. 

Susanna,  born  6th  June,  1674;  married  John  Southmayd. 
John,  born  12th  May,  1678. 


15.  CAPT.  THOMAS  WARD. 

Capt.  Thomas  Ward^,  son  of  Ens.  William^  Stephen^ 
bom  28th  March,  1661,  died  2d  June,  1728,  married  6th  Dec., 
1683,  Anna  Tappin,  born  29th  Sept.,  1662;  died  30th  Nov., 
1712  ; daughter  of  (54)  James  Tappin. 

Thomas  Ward  was  selectman  of  Middletown,  1696,  was 
commissioned  lieutenant  of  the  South  Co.,  or  train  band  of 
Middletown,  1699,  captain,  1712.  He  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  appointed  by  the  General  Court,  continuously  from  1712 
to  1727,  was  Deputy  to  the  General  Court  1706-7-11  and  12. 
The  following  is  copied  from  the  Middletown  Records,  referring 
again  to  the  Fulling  Mill. 

In  1704.  “The  town  enact  by  voat  to  Captain  Thomas 
Ward  and  Sergeant  William  Ward  (sons  of  Ens.  William  Ward) 
the  privileges  of  the  stream  where  the  fulling  mill  stands  40 
rods  northward  or  down  stream  and  the  liberty  of  the  bank  on 
each  side  northward  40  rods,  down  stream,  from  the  former 
grant  of  land  there.” 

From  a deed  of  Capt.  Thomas  Ward,  to  his  son,  William  of 
Newfields,  in  1724,  it  appears  that  the  homestead  in  Middle- 
field,  of  Capt.  William  Ward,  by  the  “Capt.  Ward  Spring,” 
near  the  burying  ground,  and  the  West  street  land  which  fell 
to  (8)  Sarah  Ward,  were  originally  owned  by  Ensign  William 
Ward,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Middletown. 

Extracts  from  said  deed  : 

“To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come — Thomas  Ward,  senior,  of  Middletown,  in  the  county  of 
Hartford  and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New  England,  sendeth 
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greeting.  Know  ye,  etc.,  especially  for  the  love,  favor  and 
affection  which  I have  and  do  have  to  ni3^  son  William  Ward 
* * * one  tract  in  a quarter  called  Newfields,  in  the  place  where 
my  son’s  dwelling  house  now  stands,  east  on  highway  qf 
acres,  * * the  same  as  in  his  brother  Thomas’s  on  the  other 
side  of  highway.  * ^ * 

Another  tract  of  land  in  the  westernmost  range  of  lots 
which  was  my  father  Ward’s;  the  whole  lot  abutteth  east  on 
highway,  west  on  Wallingford  (now  Meriden)  bounds.” 

Children  of  Capt.  Thomas  Ward  and  Anna  Tappin: 
Thomas,  bom  17th  Oct.,  1684;  married  as  2d  wife,  Deborah 
Stow. 

16  William,  born  14th  April,  1687  ; married  Mary  Harris, 
daughter  of  (42)  Daniel. 

Anna,  bora  1689;  died  5th  Oct.,  1703. 

James,  died  young. 

Phebe,  bora  1695-6;  married  Daniel  Hall. 

James,  born  1698;  married  Abigail. 

Mary,  bora  1702. 

Capt.  Thomas  married  2d  Elizabeth  Browell. 


16.  WILLIAM  WARD. 

William  Ward\  Newfields,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas^  Ensign 
William^,  Stephen^  born  14th  April,  1687,  died  28th  March, 
1761,  married  i8th  Jan.,  1710-11,  Mary  Harris,  born  nth 
Jan.,  1685-6,  died  14th  Aug.,  1776,  daughter  of  (42)  Capt. 
Daniel  Harris. 

William  Ward,  Newfields,  will  4th  May,  1761,  gives  to  wife 
“use  of  all  my  negroes,  cattle,  etc.”  To  son  William  “The 
farm  he  now  dwells  on,  and  he  to  pay  to  daughter  Plumb  and 
to  heirs  of  daughter  Anna  lO;^,  also  gun  and  ammunition.” 
Mentions  son  Joseph,  daughters  Patience  and  Phebe;  Recom- 
pense Elton,  Ebn.  Elton,  Bracely  Elton,  and  to  the  rest  of  the 
children  of  my  daughter  Anna,  daughter  Abigail  Galpin, 
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“grandson  Janies  Galpin,  the  pistol  that  was  his  Uncle 
James’s,”  “son  James,  long  missing  and  my  hopes  of  his 
being  yet  in  the  land  of  the  living  are  almost  extinguished, 
yet  as  there  is  a possibility,  I would  not  be  unmindful  of  him 
to  make  provision  for  him  if  he  yet  be  living  and  returns 
home;  then  William  and  Joseph  to  provide  for  him,”  etc., 
gives  to  William  “99  acres  in  Middlefield,”  mentions  “neg- 
roes Mingo,  Venture  and  Phillis.” 

His  grave  stone  is  in  “Old  Indian  Hill  cemetery”  on  the 
east  side  of  highway. 

Children  of  William  Ward  and  Mary  Harris; 

Mary,  died  young. 

Patience,  born  28th  Nov.,  1712.  married Plumb. 

Anna,  bom  3d  Nov.,  1714;  married Elton. 

Mary,  born  2d  Dec.,  1716. 

17  William,  born  29th  Oct.,  1720;  married  Martha  Bow, 
daughter  of  (34)  Edward. 

James  Tappin,  born  22d  Sept.,  1722. 

Abigail,  born  30th  Dec.,  1724;  married Galpin. 

Joseph,  born  nth  Jan.,  1727-8. 


17.  CAPT.  WILLIAM  WARD. 

Capt.  William  Ward®,  son  of  William^  Thomas^ 
William^  Stephen\  born  29th  Oct.,  1720,  died  25th  Feb., 
1786,  married  9th  Nov.,  1742,  Martha  Bow,  bom  23d  Aug., 
1718,  died  8th  Dec.,  1770,  daughter  of  (34)  Edward  Bowe.  He 
married  2d  Widow  Hannah  Spencer,  July  4th,  1771. 

He  settled  in  Middlefield,  a little  south  of  the  Capt.  Ward 
spring,  which  was  named  after  him.  The  homestead  was 
afterward  owned  by  Cornwell  Coe.  Capt.  Ward’s  farm  probably 
extended  to  West  street,  and  where  his  son,  William  Junior, 
lived. 

In  1767  he  was  appointed  by  the  Assembly  Lieut,  of  14th 
company,  6th  regiment,  and  in  1771  Capt.  He  was  appointed 
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by  town  of  Middletown  to  provide  necessaries  for  families  of 
the  soldiers  who  were  in  Revolutionary  War,  1777,  1778  and 
1779.  His  name  appears  in  the  Grand  Levy  of  Middle- 
field,  1747. 

From  Middletown  Records,  (Capt.  William  Ward.) 

“Know  all. men  by  these  presents  that  I William  Ward  of 
Middletown  in  the  County  of  Hartford  have  released,  dis- 
charged, dismissed,  and  manumitted  and  by  these  presents  do 
release,  discharge,  and  manumitt  a certain  negro  man  servant 
named  Venture,  aged  about  forty-four  years,  and  quitclaim  all 
right,  title  and  interest  and  demand  to  or  upon  the  said  negro 
man  servant  for  all  and  every  manner  of  service  from  and  after 
the  date  hereof.  In  witness  whereof  I have  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  4th  day  of  Sept.,  A.  D.,  1780. 

In  presence  of  Wm.  Ward.  <0” 

Isaac  Mieeer, 

Asher  Ward. 

April  27th.  1776,  William  Ward  manumitted  another  slave 
named  Cuff,  whom  he  had  ‘ ‘this  day  bought  of  Klihu  Stow,  ’ ’ 

Capt.  William  Ward’s  will,  admitted  to  Probate  Court  20th 
March,  1786.  Mentions  wife  Hannah,  sons  William,  Edward, 
James  T.  and  Asher;  daughters  Anne  Wetmore,  Martha 
Birdsey  and  Mary  Dickinson;  gives  to  wife  “use  of  negro 
Fannie  until  said  Fannie  shall  be  26  years  old,  then  to  be 
free,’’  also  homestead  as  follows  : “Beginning  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  Learning  lot  near  the  burying  ground,  and 
running  west  about  50  rods  to  a stone  wall,  then  across  said 
Learning  lot,  by  said  stone  wall  to  my  home  lot,  thence  running 
west  by  the  fence  between  the  Learning  lot  and  the  home  lot, 
to  the  northeast  corner  of  upper  orchard,  thence  south  by  the 
east  side  of  said  orchard  to  a stone  wall,  then  west  by  said 
stone  wall  to  the  wood  land,  then  south  by  the  fence  dividing 
the  wood  land  and  pasture  land,  to  the  land  of  Dea.  Joseph 
Coe,  then  east  by  said  Coe’s  land  to  the  highway  and  along 
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said  highway  to  the  first  mentioned  corner,  leaving  only  a 
three  rod  highway  to  the  spring  across  the  Learning  lot  to  the 
Evits  lot.” 

This  refers  to  the  “Capt.  Ward  Spring”  south  of  buiydng 
yard  in  Middlefield. 

Jan.  30th,  1788.  The  heirs  agreed  to  accept  the  distribution 
of  Capt.  William  Ward’s  estate ; agreement  is  signed  by 


William  Ward, 
James  T.  Ward, 
Edward  Ward, 
Joseph  Wetmore, 
Anner  Wetmore, 


David  Birdsey, 
Martha  Birdsey, 
Braddock  Dickinson, 
Mary  Dickinson, 
Asher  Ward. 


Children  of  Capt.  William  and  Martha  (Bow)  Ward  : 

18  William,  born  17th  Sept.,  1744;  married  Mar>^  Miller, 
daughter  of  (21)  Ens.  Benjamin. 

Edward,  born  22d  Oct.,  1746;  married  Lydia  Atkins, 
daughter  of  Thomas. 

Anner,  bom  9th  Jan.,  1748-9;  married  ist  Richard  Miller, 
2d  Joseph  Wetmore,  3d,  Capt.  David  Birdse}’. 

James  T.,  born  3d  April,  1751;  married  Elizabeth  Miller, 
daughter  of  (22)  Ichabod. 

Martha,  born  30th  May,  1753;  married  Capt.  David 
Birdsey. 

Asher  (Doctor),  bom  15th  Oct.,  1755;  died  12th  Aug., 
1788;  married  Abiel. 

Mar}4  bom 9th Sept.,  1759;  married  Braddock  Dickinson. 


18.  WILLIAM  WARD. 

William  Ward®,  son  of  Capt.  William'^  William*,  Thomas^ 
William^,  Stephen*,  born  17th  Sept.,  1744,  died  26th  Nov., 
1819;  married  20th  Aug.,  1765,  Mar>^  Miller,  born  28th  Nov., 
1746,  died  15th  Oct.  1817;  daughter  of  (21)  Ens.  Benjamin 
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Miller,  2d.  He  lived  on  West  street,  Middlefield,  where  he 
raised  a large  and  estimable  family.  The  daughters  were 
called  good  looking,  but  he  used  to  say  that  none  of  them 
looked  as  well  as  their  mother.  A very  pretty  compliment  to 
his  wife.  He,  also,  was  appointed  by  Middletown  to  provide 
for  families  of  soldiers  in  Revolutionary  War.  In  addition  to 
farming  he  was  interested  in  a vessel  running  to  the  West 
Indies,  which  brought  many  goods  used  in  the  family. 

Mary  Miller  Ward,  the  wife,  was  a woman  of  high  mental 
and  moral  qualities.  She  was  handsome  in  face  and  very 
straight  in  form.  She  was  an  excellent  cook  as  were  her 
daughters,  who  used  to  say  they  couldn’t  make  so  good  mince 
pies  as  their  mother. 

She  was  sick  for  years  with  fever  and  ague;  she  was  very 
much  run  down,  being  only  skin  and  bones;  she  shook  so  as 
to  shake  her  bed.  She  dreamed  the  same  dream  three  times, 
which  was  of  a remedy  that  would  cure  her,  which  she  told  to 
her  husband  and  he  said  “you  shall  have  it,’’  and  as  soon  as 
he  could  he  procured  an  apparatus  for  distilling  several  herbs 
which  the  dream  indicated,  the  liquid  of  which  she  used  and 
it  produced  a perfect  cure. — (Was  it  a faith  cure  ?) 

The  “still’’  used  was  left  in  the  garret  of  the  house  of  her 
daughter  Sarah  where  it  remained  for  many  years,  and  which 
is  now  in  possession  of  Mary  Miller  Skinner,  the  great-grand- 
daughter of  Mary  Miller  Ward. 

She  was  intimate  with  Mrs.  Klihu  Stow,  (Jemima  Payne) 
who  drove  to  a spring  or  brook  to  water  her  horse;  the  horse 
was  frightened  by  some  geese  flying  from  the  brook,  and 
jumped  upon  the  bank,  upsetting  her  chaise,  throwing  her  out 
and  breaking  her  neck. 

The  heirs  of  Mary  Miller  Ward  received  in  value  $1,768 
each.  Mention  is  made  of  Guild  lot;  Wild  Cat  meadow,  ii 
acres,  96  rods;  Brook  meadow,  10  acres;  Warner  lot;  Bartlett 
lot,  41  acres;  Lyman  lot,  lyf  acres;  Brushy  Hill,  6 acres;  land 
bought  of  Kliakim  Stow,  north  and  south  of  Turnpike,  28 
acres;  land  on  west  side  of  highway;  land  east  of  house,  etc. 
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Inscription  on  T.  S.  of  William  Ward  : 

“How  blest  the  pair  whom  Christian  love  unites, 

Joy  smiles  upon  their  days,  and  crowns  their  nights. 

In  peace  their  happy  moments  glide  away 
Till  both  are  welcomed  to  eternal  day.” 

Inscription  on  T.  S.  of  Mary  (Miller)  Ward : 

“Thrice  happy  Christians,  who  when  time  is  o’er 
Shall  meet  in  realms  of  bliss  to  part  no  more.” 

Children  of  William  Ward  and  Mary  Miller. 

William,  born  31st  March,  1767;  married  Rhoda  Bacon. 
Benjamin,  born  1768:  died  1775. 

Timothy,  born  1773;  died  7th  January,  1795. 

Molly,  born  2d  December,  1775;  married  Asa  Johnson. 
Ruth,  born  loth  February,  1777;  married  Seth  Birdsey, 
2d,  Bela  Coe. 

Hannah,  born  1780;  married  Bela  Coe. 

Lucy,  born  1782;  married  Ezra  Spencer. 

Eunice,  born  1784;  married  Capt.  Joseph  Coe. 

8 Sarah,  born  2d  April,  1788;  married  (7)  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


19.  THOMAS  MILLER. 

Thomas  Miller,  born  1610,  is  our  immigrant  ancestor. 
His  descendants  are  numerous.  The  Millers  of  Middletown 
and  Middlefield  are  generally  descended  from  him. 

Of  the  families  in  the  school  districts  of  Middlefield  in  1848 
as  reported  in  Thomas  Atkins’s  “History  of  Middlefield,”  12 
of  the  20  were  Miller  descendants  in  East  District,  23  of  the  35 
in  the  North  District,  and  24  of  the  32  in  the  South  District. 
In  the  Falls  District  the  proportion  w^as  less.  The  Coes  were 
also  numerous  at  the  time.  It  used  to  be  said  that  you  could 
pretty  safely  call  a Middlefield  man  Miller,  and  if  you  made  a 
mistake  call  him  Coe  and  you  would  be  pretty  sure  to  be  right. 
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The  list  of  electors  for  the  town  of  Middlefield  for  1896 
shows  that  more  than  one-quarter  of  them  (or  their  wives) 
are  descendants  of  Thomas  Miller,  and  most  of  these  of 
Governor  Benjamin  Miller.  Among  the  names  we  notice 
Anderson,  Bacon,  Bailey,  Bell,  Birdsey,  Brown,  Camp,  Coe, 
Coles,  Cook,  Cornwell,  Couch,  Dowd,  Fowler,  Lyman,  Miller, 
Mills,  Beckham,  Skinner,  Terrill,  Warner,  and  Wetherell. 
We  trace  back  to  Thomas  Miller  twice; — through  our  grand- 
mother Rachel  Miller,  and  our  grandmother  Mary  Miller,  who 
were  cousins.  He  came  from  Birmingham,  England,  to 
Rowley,  Mass.  Freeman  1639,  there  in  1643  he  had  one  acre 
and  a half  of  land  for  a house  lot.  In  1647  he  was  licensed  to 
draw  wine,  paying  15s.  annually.  In  1651  he  was  of  Rowley 
with  his  wife  Isabel,  and  was  a carpenter.  He  soon  removed 
to  Middletown,  had  lands  recorded  there  in  1654,  was  recom- 
mended to  the  church  in  Middletown  from  the  church  in 
Rowley.  He  built  the  first  grist  mill  in  the  town  on  Miller’s 
Brook.  It  stood  where  one  of  the  manufactories  of  the  Russell 
Manufacturing  Co.  now  stands  at  the  “Farms.”  By  wife 
Isabel,  he  had  daughter  Ann,  who  married,  1653,  Nathaniel 
Bacon.  He  married  second  when  56  years  old,  Sarah  Nettleton, 
daughter  of  (50)  Samuel  Nettleton  of  Branford,  a girl  not  prob- 
ably older  than  his  daughter  Ann.  Children, 

Thomas,  born  May  6th,  1666;  married  Elizabeth  Turner, 
2d.  Mary  Rowell. 

Samuel,  born  April  ist,  1668;  married  Mary  Eggleston. 

Joseph,  born  August  21st,  1670;  married  Rebecca  Johnson 
1701. 

20  Benjamin,  born  July  20th,  1672;  married  Mary  Johnson, 
2d.  Mercy  Bassett. 

John,  born  March  loth,  1674;  married  Marcy  Be vin  1700. 

Margaret,  married  Isaac  Johnson;  Sarah;  Mehitable, 
born  28th  March,  1681,  married  George  Hubbard. 

Thomas  Senior  died  August  14th,  1680. 

Sarah  died  20th  March,  1727-8. 
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20.  (GOV.)  BENJAMIN  MILLER. 

“(Governor)”  Benjamin  Miller,  son  of  Thomas,  was 
born  July  20th,  1672.  He  was  one  of  the  first  three  settlers 
in  Middlefield.  He  located  himself  in  the  south  part,  on  the 
east  side  of  Coginchaug,  or  West  river,  and  not  far  from  the 
Durham  line.  Tradition  says  the  title  of  “Governor”  was 
conferred  upon  Benjamin  by  the  early  settlers,  partly  because 
of  his  influence  with  the  Indians,  partly  on  account  of  his  being 
a large  land  holder  and  of  influence  in  the  settlement,  and, 
partly,  no  doubt,  because  of  his  character,  which  appears  to 
have  been  of  a dominant  type.  It  is  plain  that  Benjamin  Miller 
was  a man  of  great  influence  in  the  early  history  of  Middlefield, 
both  from  property  and  character.  He  came  from  Miller’s 
Farms,  or  South  Farms,  in  1700;  he  came  with  a wife  and 
several  small  children  to  settle  in  the  wilds  of  Middlefield. 
(The  above  is  from  Atkins’s  Historj"  of  Middlefield.) 

(Governor)  Benjamin  was  much  annoyed  by  losing  of  his 
pigs.  He  suspected  that  they  were  taken  by  bears  and  watched 
to  see.  One  Sunday  he  discovered  a bear  catching  the  pigs, 
and  shot  and  killed  the  bear,  for  which  act  he  was  arrested  for 
desecrating  the  Sabbath. 

(Governor)  Benjamin  married  first  i8th  September,  1695, 
Mary  Johnson  of  Woodstock,  daughter  of  (39)  Nathaniel 
Johnson  and  Marj^  Smith.  He  married  second  Mercy  Bassett 
of  New  Haven. 

Children  of  Benjamin  Miller  and  Mary  Johnson. 

Rebecca  married  David  Robinson  of  Durham,  son  of  (28) 
David. 

Sarah,  5th  October,  1702;  married  Joseph  Hickox  of 
Durham. 

Maiy^  married  a Spencer  ofHaddam. 

21  Benjamin,  born  2d  October,  1700;  married  Hannah  Robin- 
son, daughter  of  (28)  David. 

Hannah,  born  ist  June,  1704;  married  Ephraim  Coe,  son 
of  (3)  John. 
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Isaac,  born  2d  May,  1706,  died  unmarried. 

Mehitable,  born  5th  February,  1707-8;  married  a Barnes. 
22  Ichabod,  born  December  15,  1709;  married  Elizabeth  Corn- 
well,  widow  of  Jeremiah  Bacon,  daughter  of  (31)  Capt. 
Joseph  Cornwall. 

(Mary,  the  wife,  died  in  childbirth  December  15,  1709, 
aged  35  years.)  Headstone  in  old  yard  in  Middletown. 

(The  name  is  recorded  in  Middletown  records  as 
“Marah”.) 

Children  of  Benjamin  Miller  and  Mercy  Bassett: 
Lydia,  married  Eliakim  Stow. 

Amos,  born  ist  June,  1713;  married  Abigail  Cornwell, 
daughter  of  (31)  Joseph. 

Ebenezer,  born  20th  Aug.,  1714,  died  unmarried. 

Martha,  born  8th  Dec.,  1715;  married  Thomas  Atkins. 
Rhoda,  born  8th  March,  1716-7;  married  Benjamin  Bacon, 
David,  born  3d  Oct.,  1718,  married  Elizabeth  Brainard. 
Thankful,  died  unmarried. 

(Gov.)  Benjamin  died  22d  Nov.,  1747. 

Mercy,  widow,  died  9th  February,  1756 — 79  years  old. 

(Gov.)  Benjamin  and  his  2d  wife,  Mercy  Bassett,  were 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery  in  Middlefield.  Upon  his  T.  S.  is 
carved  a fallen  tree  with  its  stump,  and  an  arm  holding  an  axe 
directed  towards  them,  representing  the  work  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Middlefield.  On  the  top  of  the  stone  is  inscribed, 
^'FECISTI  atque  FINITUR''  (You  have  acted  and  it  is 
finished.) 


21.  ENSIGN  BENJAMIN  MILLER. 

Ensign  Benjamin  MILLER^  son  of  (Gov.)  Benjamin^, 
Thomas^  born  2d  Oct.,  1700,  died 9th  July,  1769,  married  i8th 
Oct.,  1727,  Hannah  Robinson,  born  1706,  died  3d  Sept.,  1796; 
daughter  of  (28)  David  Robinson  and  Mary  Atwater. 
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He  was  commissioned  ensign  of  train  band  at  Three  Mile 
Hill,  Middletown,  1740 

Ensign  Benjamin  Miller’s  will  mentions  “wife  Hannah, 
sons  Benjamin  and  Isaac,  daughters  Hannah  Gilbert,  Ruth 
Hawley,  SsLry  Allen  and  Mary  Miller,’’  “negro  boy  Call  Blan- 
ford,’’  gives  to  Benjamin  grist  mill.  In  codicil  says  he  has 
‘ ‘given  Mar}’  a valuable  piece  of  land  near  where  she  now 
lives.’’  (At  the  time  of  codicil  she  was  married  to  William 
Ward  and  lived  on  Westj  street,  Middlefield.)  Also  says 
‘ ‘Whereas  I have  made  no  disposition  of  my  negro  after  my 
wife’s  decease,  I now  give  him  to  my  two  sons,  Benjamin  and 
Isaac,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them  after  m3'  wife’s 
decease.’’ 

Blanford  is  remembered  as  called  “Blanfie.” 

This  negro  (slave)  is  perhaps  the  one  who  gave  the  name 
to  the  “Progress”  apple.  The  original  seedling  t5ee  stood  on 
the  farm  of  Esq.  Isaac  Miller,  son  of  Ensign  Benjamin,  it  was 
noted  as  a fast  grower  and  prolific  bearer,  and  was  known  as 
“Squire  Miller’s  Best  Sort.’’  The  old  slave  said  “Squire 
Miller’s  Best  Sort”  is  too  long  a name,  it  grows  so  fast  and 
bears  so  full  it  should  be  called  “Progress,”  b}"  which  name  it 
has  since  been  known,  this  was  the  kind  selected  by  the  chil- 
dren of  General  Nathaniel  Greene  as  the  best  in  “Grandfather 
Miller’s  cellar.” 

In  1774  Thomas  Robinson,  son  of  (28)  David,  willed  to  his 
sister,  Hannah  Miller,  wife  of  Ens.  Benjamin,  3 acres  on  west 
side  and  loj  acres  on  east  side  of  road  on  Powder  Hill;  also 
100  acres  in  Granville. 

In  the  inventor}’  of  estate  1770  are:  Dwelling  house,  ^30; 
bam  on  homestead,  ; home  farm,  167  acres  ;^'755  los ; 70 
acres  farm  near  Benjamin’s,  ;^490  ; half  the  grist  mill,  ;^7o; 
half  of  saw  mill,  ;^2o;  half  of  house  belonging  to  mill,  ;^io; 
five  acres  of  plow  land  by  sd  mill,  ;^'2o;  12  acres  Bmshy  Hill; 
Wild  Cat  farm,  58  acres,  and  Turner  farm. 

In  deeds  of  land  “Wild  Cat  road”  and  “Wild  Cat  swamp” 
are  often  mentioned.  Wild  Cat  swamp  was  where  is  now 
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located  the  reservoir  in  Middlefield  and  probably  received  its 
name  from  the  circumstance  that  Benjamin  Miller  being  in  the 
swamp  discovered  a wild  cat  just  over  his  head  ready  to  spring 
at  him,  when  he  threw  his  hat  at  the  wild  cat,  which  tore  the 
hat  into  shreds,  and  while  this  was  being  done  Miller  cut  a 
stick  and  killed  the  cat. 

Children  of  Kns.  Benjamin  Mieeer  and  Hannah 
Robinson  : 

Benjamin,  born  4th  Aug.,  1730;  married  Abigail  Ward. 
Thankful,  born  13th  April,  1732;  died  young. 

Hannah,  born  i6th  Nov.,  1734;  married  Kbenezer  Gilbert. 
Ruth,  born  23d  Aug.,  1736:  married  Samuel  Stow  Hawley. 
Isaac,  born  3d  Jan.,  1737-8;  married  Hannah  Coe. 
Phineas,  born  6th  Aug.,  1739;  died  young. 

Seth,  born  nth  May,  1741. 

Sarah,  born  23d  Jan.,  1743;  married Allen. 

* Mary,  born  28th  Nov.,  1746;  married  (18)  William  Ward. 

Descent  ; Thomas  Miller  married  Sarah  Nettleton  ; 
their  son,  Benjamin  Miller,  married’Mary  Johnson  ; 
their  son,  Benjamin  Miller,  married  Hannah  Robinson  ; 
their  daughter,  Mary  Miller,  married  William  Ward  ; 
their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


22.  DEACON  ICHABOD  MILLER. 

Dea.  Ichabod  MIEEER^  son  of  Benjamin^  Thomas^  born 
15th  Dec.,  1709,  died  22d  Aug.,  1788;  married  ist  15th  Dec.^ 
1731,  Mary  Elton;  he  married  2d  Elizabeth  Cornwell,  born  7th 
March,  1715,  died  22d  Aug.,  1787;  daughter  of  (31)  Captain 
Joseph  Cornwell.  (She  was  the  widow  of  Jeremiah  Bacon.) 

Dea.  Ichabod  Miller,  the  ancestor  of  Col.  Levi  Coe,  and 
Ens.  Benjamin  Miller,  the  ancestor  of  Sarah  Ward,  were 
brothers. 

Children  oe  Dea.  Ichabod  Miller^  and  Mary  Elton. 
Elizabeth,  born  loth  Dec.,  1732;  married  Joseph  Bacon; 
died  2d  Sept.,  1752. 


46 


COE-WARD  MEMORIAL. 


Recompense,  married  Isabel  Ives,  i6th  Feb.,  1757. 

Ichabod,  married  Elizabeth  Bacon,  daughter  of  his  father’s 
wife  by  her  former  husband,  Jeremiah  Bacon. 

Timothy,  married  Maiy*  Hale  and  had  Isaac. 

Richard,  married  Anner  Ward,  daughter  of  (17)  Captain 
William. 

Children  of  Dea.  Ichabod  Miller  and  Elizabeth 
Cornwell. 

Elizabeth,  bom  1753;  married  James  T.  Ward,  son  of 
(17)  Capt.  William. 

Seth,  married  Hannah  Parsons. 

Mar}',  married  Seth  Coe,  son  of  (5)  Capt.  David. 

* Rachel,  born  1761;  married  (6)  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  son  of  (5) 
Capt.  David. 

Descent  : Thomas  Miller  married  Sarah  Xettleton  ; 

their  son,  Benjamin  Miller,  married  Mary  Johnson  ; 
their  son,  Ichabod  Miller,  married  Elizabeth  Cornwell ; 
their  daughter,  Rachel  Miller,  married  Esq.  Eli  Coe ; 
their  son.  Col.  Leri  Coe,  married  Sarah  Watd. 


23.  NICHOLAS  CAMP. 

Nicholas  Camp,  an  immigrant  ancestor,  bom  in  Nasing, 
Essex  County,  England,  1606.  Wethersfield,  Milford,  1639. 
The  250th  anniversary'  of  the  settlement  of  Milford  was  cele- 
brated by  the  dedication  of  a “Memorial  Bridge,’’  in  honor  of 
the  founders  of  the  town,  intending  that  such  memorial  should 
unite  utility'  with  the  picturesque,  and  at  the  same  time,  be 
ty'pical  of  the  men  and  the  time  of  settlement.  It  was  thought 
this  idea  could  be  best  expressed  in  a Bridge  of  Stone  over  the 
river,  upon  whose  banks  their  first  habitations  were  placed, 
and  near  the  spot  where  the  first  mill  was  erected. 

Our  nation’s  first  President  had  noted  in  his  journal  the 
beauty  of  the  casdade  on  the  west  side,  as  he  joumey'ed  from 
New  York  to  Boston  in  October,  1789.  As  all  traces  of  the 
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settlers’  graves  had  long  been  obliterated,  and  the  stones  that 
marked  them  (if  any)  destroyed,  “Memorial  Blocks’’  were  sug- 
gested to  keep  in  remembrance  those  men,  and  to  give  some 
data  concerning  them.  One  of  the  blocks  is  inscribed  : 

‘‘  Nicholas  Camp. 

Sarah  his  wife.” 

It  is  not  known  when  he  died. 

Some  of  his  descendants  are  on  the  original  house  lot  at  this 
day;  others  left  Milford  and  were  early  settlers  in  new  towns, 
and  from  them  have  sprung  many  influential  men.  His  wife 
Sarah  had  twins  the  2d  of  Sept,  1645,  and  died  the  6th.  She 
was  the  first  adult  who  died  in  Milford;  she  was  buried  in 
the  garden  of  Rev.  Peter  Pruden,  pastor.  After  her  death 
the  husband  married  Catherine  Thompson,  widow  of  Anthony. 

Children  of  Nicholas^  and  Sarah  Camp: 

24  Nicholas,  born  1629-30;  married  Sarah  Beard,  2d  Mehit- 
able  Briscoe. 

William,  married  Mary  Smith,  29th  Jan.,  1661;  settled 
in  Newark,  N.  J. 

Mary,  married  John  Baldwin,  the  settler. 

Sarah,  born  March,  1643. 

Samuel  and  John,  twins,  born  2d  Sept.,  1645. 


24.  NICHOLAS  CAMP,  2d. 

Nicholas  Camp,  son  of  Nicholas^  born  1630,  died  1706, 
married  ist  Sarah  Beard,  daughter  of  Martha  Beard,  married 
2d  Mehitable  Briscoe,  widow. 

“He  built  a store  at  the  West  End,  (Milford)  where  he 
lived  and  became  a well-known  business  man  of  the  town.’’ 

He  was  in  May,  1661,  one  of  the  three  men  appointed  by 
the  magistrate  to  make  search  for  the  regicedes  Whalley  and 
Goffe,  and  their  return  on  the  precept  after  three  days,  was 
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that  tlie}^  had  made  diligent  search,  and  so  easily  satisfied 
the  authorit^L 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  return  : 

“We  the  said  persons  appointed  to  ser\^e  and  search,  by 
virtue  of  this  our  warrant,  doe  hereb}"  declare  and  testifie  that 
to  our  best  light  we  have  the  20th  of  May,  1661,  made  diligent 
search  according  to  the  tenor  of  this  warrant,  as  witness  our 
hands. 


The  judges  Whalley  and  Goffe  remained  concealed  in  the 
cave  at  West  Rock  from  May  15th  to  June  nth. 

Thomas  Trowbridge  recommended  Nicholas  Camp,  for 
Sheriff  to  Gov.  Andross,  as  follows  : 

“There  is  one  Mr.  Camp  of  Milford,  a man  of  good  estate, 
and  many  with  us  doe  think  him  a fitte  person,  but  leave  it  to 
your  Excellenc}"’s  discretion.” 

He  was  deputy  to  General  Court  1670-1  and  2.  In  his 
will  dated  31st  Dec.,  1705,  he  mentions  wife  Mehitabel,  eldest 
son,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Maiy"  Peck,  wife  of  Joseph,  Sarah  Bald- 
win, wife  of  Daniel,  Abigail  Treat,  wife  of  Robert,  and  John 
Camp. 

Under  the  block  to  John  Stream,  on  the  coping  of  “Memo- 
rial Bridge,”  befere  referred  to,  is  cut  the  name  of  his  mother- 
in-law. 


Martha  Beard’s  husband  probably  died  on  the  ship  (Mar- 
tin ?)  on  passage  over,  and  in  consideration  of  her  affliction  the 
town  gave  her  an  extra  amount  of  land  in  the  divisions.  Her 
home  lot  took  in  the  land  on  Broad  street,  extending  from  Mr. 
Charles  A.  Tomlinson’s  comer  to  the  large  elm  in  John  G. 
North’s  place.  This  Martha  Beard  was  the  mother  of  Sarah 
the  wdfe  of  Nicholas  Camp  2d. 


Thomas  Sanford,") 

Nicholas  Campe,  > Searchers.” 


‘ ‘ Martha  Beard  ” widow. 
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Chiedren  of  Nichoeas  Camp  2d  and  Sarah  Beard: 

Joseph,  born  nth  Aug.,  1653;  died  young. 

Samuel,  bom  15th  Sept.,  1655;  married  Mary  Camp,  loth 
Oct.,  1682;  married  2d,  Rebecca  Canfield,  1695. 

25  Joseph,  born  15th  Dec.,  1657;  married  Hannah  Rogers, 
daughter  of  (62)  Kleazer  Rogers;  died  20th  May,  1750. 

Mary,  married  Joseph  Peck,  son  of  Joseph,  Jan.,  1679. 

John  and  Sarah,  twins,  bom  14th  Sept.,  1662;  John  mar- 
ried Mary  Northrop,  daughter  of  Joseph ; Sarah  married 
Daniel  Baldwin. 

Abigail,  born  28th  March,  1667;  married  Robert  Treat,  son 
of  Robert  and  Jane;  died  20th  March,  1742. 


25.  JOSEPH  CAMP. 

Joseph  Camp^  son  of  Nicholas^  Nicholas^  born  15th  Dec., 
1657,  died  20th  May,  1750,  married  Hannah  Rogers,  born 
1664,  ydied  9th  Jan.,  1740,  daughter  of  (62)  Eleazer  Rogers. 

Chiedren  : 

Hannah,  baptized  1690. 

26  Nathan,  baptized  1690;  died  27th  Feb.,  1767;  married  ist 
Jan.,  1717,  Rhoda  Parsons,  daughter  of  (36)  Samuel 
Parsons. 

Joseph,  baptized  1690. 

Ezra,  baptized,  1692;  married  Mary  Rogers,  daughter  of 
Joseph. 

Josiah,  baptized  1695. 

Eleazer,  baptized  1697;  married  Mary  Bottsford,  daughter 
of  Timothy. 

Phineas,  baptized  1701;  married  Rebecca  Clark,  daughter 
of  Thomas,  4th  March,  1731;  died  1761. 

Caleb,  born  14th  Feb.,  1705;  married  Mary  Northrop, 
daughter  of  Amos. 
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26.  NATHAN  CAMP. 

Nathan  Camp\  son  of  Joseph^  Nicholas'^  Nicholas\  bom 
1689-90,  died  27th  Feb.,  1767;  married  ist  Jan.,  1717,  Rhoda 
Parsons,  born  1694,  died  ist  Juh*,  1767;  daughter  of  (36) 
Samuel  Parsons. 

Nathan  Camp  removed  from  Milford  and  was  an  earl)' 
settler  in  Durham,  Ct.  He  was  a prominent  man  in  the  town; 
was  for  fifteen  years  a deputy  from  Durham  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  Connecticut. 

In  1747,  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  one 
of  a committee  to  affix  a place  whereon  to  build  a meeting 
house  in  Middlefield. 

Children  of  Nathan  Camp  and  Rhoda  Parsons: 
Elias,  born  27th  Sept.,  1717. 

* Hannah,  bom  15th  Nov.,  1720  (baptized  20th);  married 
(5)  David  Coe. 

Rhoda,  bom  15th  Jan.,  1723;  married  Joel  Parmelee. 

Eli,  bom  20th  March,  1726. 

Elah,  born  25th  May,  1729;  married  Phebe  Baldwin. 
Ozias,  bom  5th  Sept.,  1731;  married  Hannah  Camp. 
Adah,  born  25th  Nov.,  1733;  married  Benjamin  Pickett. 

Descent  : Nicholas  Camp  married  Sarah  : 

their  son,  Nicholas  Camp,  married  Sarah  Beard  ; 

their  son,  Joseph  Camp,  married  Hannah  Rogers  ; 

their  son,  Nathan  Camp,  married  Rhoda  Parsons; 

their  daughter,  Hannah  Camp,  married  Capt.  David  Coe  ; 

their  son.  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  married  Rachel  Miller  ; 

their  son.  Col.  Leri  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


27.  THOMAS  ROBINSON. 

Tho^ias  Robinson  was  an  immigrant  ancestor,  settled  in 
Guilford,  1664.  He  had  the  title  of  Mr.  which  but  few  at  that 
time  possessed.  ‘ ‘Another  wealthy  planter  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Robinson,  who  bought  the  allotment  of  Thomas  Coffinge,  one 
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of  the  first  settlers.”  (His.  of  Guilford.)  His  wife’s  name 
was  Mary,  who  died  27th  July,  1668.  He  died  in  1689. 

Children  : 

Thomas,  born  1650;  married  Sarah  Cruttenden. 

Ann,  born  1652;  married  Joseph  Dudley. 

Mary,  born  1654;  married  John  Latimer. 

Saint, (?)  born  1656;  married  Bezaleel  Latimer. 

Jonathan,  born  1659. 

28  David,  born  1660;  married  ist,  Abigail  Kirby,  daughter  of 
(47)  John  Kirby;  married  2d,  Mary  Atwater,  daughter 
of  (45)  David  Atwater. 

Elizabeth,  born  1662;  married  Benjamin  Gould. 


28.  DAVID  ROBINSON. 

David  Robinson^,  son  of  Thomas^  born  1660,  died  ist 
Jan.,  1748;  married  Abigail  Kirby,  born  6th  March,  1666,  died 
1694;  daughter  of  (47)  John  Kirby  of  Middletown. 

He  married  2d,  Mary  Atwater,  born  31st  March,  1662,  died 
17th  Oct.,  1746;  (widow  of  Ichabod  Stow),  daughter  of  (45) 
David  Atwater  of  New  Haven. 

He  removed  from  Guilford  and  was  the  second  settler  in 
Durham,  and  one  of  the  patentees. 

At  a meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Durham,  26th  Dec., 
1710,  David  Robinson,  Caleb  Seward  and  James  Wadsworth 
were  chosen  a committee  to  make  provision  for  the  ordination 
of  Rev.  Nathaniel  Chauncey.  Among  the  items  of  expense 
for  same  are  : 20  lbs.  butter  10 s ; 20  lbs.  sugar,  los  ; malt  for 
beer,  4 s ; barrel  of  cider,  8 s;  metheglin  and  rum,  12  s,  6d. 

Children  of  David  Robinson  and  Abigail  Kirby  : 

* Abigail,  born  3d  April,  1690;  died  6th  July,  1775;  married 
(4)  Capt.  Joseph  Coe. 

Ann,  bom  3d  June,  1692. 

David,  born  1694;  married  Rebecca  Miller,  daughter  of 
(20)  (Gov.)  Benjamin. 
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Descent  : Thomas  Robinson  married  Mary  ; 

their  son,  David  Robinson,  married  Abigail  Kirby  ; 

their  daughter,  Abigail  Robinson,  married  Capt.  Joseph  Coe  ; 

their  son,  Capt.  David  Coe,  married  Hannah  Camp  ; 

their  son.  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  married  Rachel  Miller ; 

their  son,  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 

Children  of  David  Robinson  and  Mary  Atwater 
(Stow)  : 

Thomas,  born  1698;  Kbenezer,  born  1701;  Ruth,  born 

1703- 

Mary,  married  Timothy  Parsons. 

* Hannah,  born  1706;  married  i8th  Oct.,  1727,(21)  Ensign 
Benjamin  Miller. 

Descent  : Thomas  Robinson,  married  Mary  ; 

their  son,  David  Robinson,  married  Mary  Atwater; 

their  daughter,  Hannah  Robinson,  married  Ens.  Benj.  Miller ; 

their  daughter,  Mary  Miller,  married  William  Ward  ; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


29.  WILLIAM  CORNWELL. 

William  Cornwell,*  one  of  our  immigrant  ancestors, 
came  to  Roxbury  about  1634.  He  and  his  ist  wife,  Joan, 
were  members  of  Rev.  John  Elliot’s  church — 1635.  In  1636 
he  went  with  the  “Great  Removal’’  to  Connecticut,  and  in 
1637  the  thirty-seven  soldiers  from  Hartford  in  the 

expedition  against  the  Pequod  Indians.  In  1639  he  had  a 
house  lot  of  8 acres  in  Hartford,  “No  54,  west  of  South  street, 
south  from  the  Lane,’’  (near  the  north  end  of  the  present 
Village  street.)  In  the  earliest  record  of  his  land  at  Hartford, 
dated  Feb.,  1639,  he  is  spoken  of  as  William  Cornwell,  “Ser- 
geant at  Arms.  ’ ’ He  lived  in  Hartford  till  1651;  was  a member 
of  the  church  there,  and  probably  all  his  children  by  his  2d 
wife,  Maiyq  were  born  there.  In  1651  he  removed  with  the 
first  settlers  to  Middletown.  His  house  lot  there  was  “near  ye 


*The  name  in  early  documents  is  variously  written  Cornwell,  Cornwall,  Cor- 
nell, Cornel,  Cornil,  Cornol,  Corniel  and  Cornwayle. 
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landing  place  by  ye  springe”  (present  corner  of  Main  and 
Washington  streets).  He  had  lands  on  both  sides  of  Connecti- 
cut River,  total  amount  903  acres;  constable  1664.  In  1666  he 
receive  a grant  of  land  in  East  Hartford  for  his  services  in  the 
Pequod  war.  His  town  privileges,  rights  of  common,  etc., 
in  Hartford,  he  held  by  the  “courtese  of  the  town.”  In  1652 
Middletown  granted  to  William  Cornwell  10  acres  of  land  at 
Wongonk. 

In  1670  he  was  assessed  on  ;^i6o,  which  was  one  of  the 
largest  assessments  on  the  list  of  52  householders.  April  2d, 
1674,  he  made  his  will  and  divided  his  property  among  his 
eight  children;  he  had  five  sons,  three  went  with  him  to 
Middletown;  John,  Samuel  and  William  Jr.  He  died  21st 
Feb.,  1678,  leaving  wife  Mary.  He  was  representative  1654, 
1657,  1664  and  1665. 

Children  : 

30  Sgt.  John,  bom  April,  1640;  died  2d  Nov.,  1707;  married 
Martha  Peck,  daughter  of  (51)  Deacon  Paul  Peck,  8th 
June,  1665. 

William,  born  1641;  died  1692;  married  Mary  Bell. 
Samuel,  bom  1642;  died  1728;  married  Rebecca  Bull. 
Jacob,  born  1646;  died  1708;  married  Mary  White. 

Sarah,  born  1647;  married  1675  Daniel  Hubbard. 

Thomas,  born  1648;  died  1702;  married  Sarah  Clarke. 
Esther,  born  1650;  married  1671  John  Wilcox,  Jr.,  2d 
John  Stow. 

Elizabeth,  born  1651.  married  Capt.  John  Hall. 


30.  SERGT.  JOHN  CORNWELL. 

Sergt.  John  CoRNWELL^  son  of  William\  born  April, 
1640,  died  2d  Nov.,  1708,  married  8th  June,  1665,  Martha 
Peck,  born  1641,  died  1708;  daughter  of  (51)  Dea.  Paul  Peck. 
He  left  a will.  Amount  of  estate,  ^31 7. 

He  died  1707.  She  died  1708. 
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Children  of  Sergt.  John  Cornwell  and  Martha  Peck: 
Mary,  bcm  20th  Nov.,  1666;  married  30th  May,  1698, 
Francis  Wetmore. 

Martha,  born  30th  Aug.,  1669;  married  Richard  Hubbard. 
John,  born  13th  Aug.,  1671;  married  Mar>^  Hilton. 
William,  bom  17th  Aug.,  1673. 

Paul,  born  6th  June,  1675. 

Hannah,  born  5th  Sept.,  1677. 

31  Joseph,  born  5th  Oct.,  1679;  died  3d  Feb.,  1742;  married 
Abigail  Harris,  daughter  of  (42)  Cap,.  Daniel  Harris, 
2nd. 

Thankful,  born  1682-3;  died  1684.  Thankful  again,  born 
26th  July,  1685:  died  1758. 

Benjamin,  born  23d  Dec.,  1688;  died  20th  May,  1754. 


31.  CAPT.  JOSEPH  CORNWELL. 

Cart.  Joseph  CoRNWELL^  son  of  Sergt.  JohiF,  William^ 
born  5th  Oct.,  1679;  died  3d  Feb.,  1742,  married  20th  April, 
1710,  Abigail  Harris,  born  7th  Feb.,  1682-3,  May, 

1723,  daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  Harris  2d,  of  Middletown. 

He  settled  in  Westfield  Society,  Middletown,  and  was  cap- 
tain of  the  Westfield  company,  1728. 

Children  of  Capt.  Joseph  Cornwell  and  Abigail 
Harris  : 

Joseph,  born  7th  April,  1711;  married  Abigail  Candee. 

Abigail,  born  13th  Oct.,  1712;  married  Amos  Miller,  son 
of  (20)  Gov.  Benjamin. 

Daniel,  born  nth  April,  1714. 

* Elizabeth,  born  7th  March,  1716;  died  22d  Aug.,  1787; 
married  ist  Jeremiah  Bacon;  married  2d  (22)  Deacon 
Ichabod  Miller. 

Nathaniel,  born  6th  Oct.,  1718. 

Capt.  Joseph  married  2d,  7th  April,  1726,  Elizabeth  Lewis, 
daughter  of  John  Hall  deceased. 
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Descent  : William  Cornwell  married  Mary; 

their  son,  Sergt.  John  Cornwell,  married  Martha  Peck; 

their  son,  Capt.  Joseph  Cornwell,  married  Abigail  Harris; 

their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Cornwell,  married  Dea.  Ichabod  Miller; 

their  daughter,  Rachel  Miller,  married  Esq.  Eli  Coe; 

their  son.  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


32.  ALEXANDER  BOW. 

Alexander  Bow,  Charlestown,  Hartford,  1639,  removed 
to  Middletown  where  he  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
1670,  was  one  of  our  immigrant  ancestors.  Kx-Mayor  Wood- 
ward says  that  the  early  Bows  of  Middletown  were  influential 
citizens. 

The  town  meeting  at  Middletown  Feb.  i8th,  1661,  gave 
Alexander  Bow  two  acres  of  swamp  land  before  the  Indian 
Forthill,  next  to  Thomas  Hopewell’s  land  for  an  acre  of 
meadow. 

His  first  wife  was  Sarah,  who  died  i6th  April,  1665,  and  he 
married  2d  Rebecca  Hughes  of  Guilford,  Nov.  26th,  1673.  He 
died  6th  Nov.,  1678. 

Children  of  Alexander  and  Sarah  Bow: 

33  Samuel,  born  28th  Jan.,  1659;  married  Mary  Turner, 
daughter  of  (55)  Kdward  Turner. 

Sarah  and  Mary.  Mary  died  in  two  months. 

Children  by  2d  wife,  Anna,  Mary  and  Rebecca. 


33.  SAMUEL  BOW. 

Samuel  Bow^  son  of  Alexander^  born  28th  Jan.,  1659, 
died  15th  Jan.,  1741-2,  married  9th  May,  1683,  Mary  Turner, 
bom  5th  Nov.,  1665;  died  25th  April,  1747;  daughter  of  (55) 
Kdward  Turner. 
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Children  of  Samuel  Bow  and  Mary  Turner: 

Sarah,  died  young.  Samuel,  born  1685.  Mar>%  born 
1687-8.  Alexander  and  (34)  Edward,  twins,  born  25th 
Oct.,  1692.  Alexander  died  young.  Edward  married 
Anna  Prior,  daughter  of  (44)  Daniel  Prior. 

Sarah,  born  1695.  Thankful,  born  1698. 

Alexander,  born  1701,  Jerusha,  born  1705-6. 


34.  EDWARD  BOW. 

Edward  Bow^,  son  of  SamueP,  Alexander’,  born  25th 
Oct.,  1692,  died  Sept,  1725,  married  4th  April,  1717,  Anna 
Prior,  daughter  of  (44)  Daniel  Prior. 

He  was  a volunteer  against  Canada  in  Queen  Anne’s  war. 

Children  of  Edward  Bow  and  Anna  Prior  : 

* Martha,  born  23d  Aug.,  1718,  died  8th  Dec.,  1770,  married 
(17)  William  Ward. 

Edward,  born  1720,  Mary,  born  1723,  died  young. 

Mary  again  and  Daniel. 

Descent:  Alexander  Bow  married  Sarah; 

their  son,  Samuel  Bow,  married  Mary  Turner; 

their  son,  Edward  Bow,  married  Anna  Prior ; 

their  daughter,  Martha  Bow,  married  Capt.  William  Ward ; 

their  son,  William  Ward,  married  Mary  Miller; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


35.  CORNET  JOSEPH  PARSONS. 

Cornet  Joseph  Parsons  came  to  Massachusetts  about 
1630  from  Torrington,  about  30  miles  from  Exeter,  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  Devonshire,  Eng.,  and  was  brother  of  the 
first  Benjamin.  At  Springfield  he  was  witness  to  the  deed 
from  the  Indians  to  William  Pynchon,  15th  July,  1636.  He 
removed  to  Northampton  and  was  elected  townsman  as  soon 
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as  the  town  was  incorporated  and  subsequently  paid  the  town 
20S  not  to  elect  him  to  any  office  during  the  second  year  of  its 
incorporation;  later  was  townsman  for  several  years;  principal 
founder  of  Northampton  and  acquired  a large  estate. 

A writer  in  the  New  England  Historical  and  Gen.  Regis- 
ter says  “The  name  of  Parsons  is  found  among  the  earliest 
emigrants  in  New  England,  and  it  designated  a family  of  high 
respectability  in  the  parent  country.”  The  earliest  known 
record  of  the  name  is  in  1290,  when  Walter  Parsons  was  a resi- 
dent of  Mulso,  Ireland,  and  the  name  is  still  extant  there. 
Cornet  Joseph  Parsons  was  the  first  of  the  name  in  America. 
He,  it  is  believed,  was  the  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Parsons,  of 
Great  Milton,  to  whom  was  granted  the  Coat  of  Arms,  on 
which,  according  to  our  authority  “The  three  eagles  with 
wings  outspread  might  well  be  regarded  as  indicating  the 
flight  of  his  sons  to  the  distant  new  world.”  Sir  Thomas’s 
wife  was  Catherine,  daughter  of  Alderman  Radclifie  of  Eon- 
don.  Sir  Thomas  was  a son  of  Thomas  Parsons  by  his  first 
wife,  Judith  Garbrand,  and  a grandson  of  Thomas  Parsons  of 
Great  Milton,  by  his  wife  Catherine,  daughter  of  Hester  Syden- 
ham. 

Cornet  Joseph  Parsons  was  associated  with  the  noted 
William  Pynchon,  in  the  founding  of  Springfield,  and  besides 
being  a witness  as  before  stated  of  a deed  from  the  Indians  to 
William  Pynchon,  was  also  a witness  to  the  deed  of  1658  from 
the  Indian  chiefs  to  Major  John  Pynchon  of  the  lands  com- 
prising the  town  of  Hadley,  and  was  afterwards  one  of  the 
agents  of  Northampton  who  negotiated  the  sale  of  those  lands 
to  the  people  of  Hadley.  In  1655  he  removed  from  Spring- 
field  to  what  later  became  Northampton,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  principal  founders.  In  1659  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  committee  from  Northampton  “to  meet  and  agree  with  the 
Hartford  men  that  are  intending  to  sit  down  by  us,  about  the 
meadow.”  In  1664  he  was  one  of  the  committee  sent  “to 
deliver  the  mind  of  the  town  to  the  Indians”  who  desired  land 
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Upon  which  to  build  a fort;  the  conditions  being  “That  the 
Indians  do  not  work,  game,  or  carr>^  burdens  within  the  town 
on  the  Sabbath,  nor  powow  here  nor  anywhere  else;  nor  get 
liquor,  nor  cider,  nor  get  drunk;  nor  admit  Indians  from  with- 
out the  town;  nor  break  down  the  fences,  but  go  over  a stile 
at  one  place;  nor  admit  among  them  the  murderers  Calawam, 
Wuttowhan  and  Pacquablant,  nor  hunt,  nor  kill  cattle,  sheep 
or  swine  with  their  dogs.” 

In  1671  and  1673  he  w^as  the  agent  of  the  settlers  of  Hat- 
field, Hadley  and  Northampton  to  purchase  from  the  Indians  a 
large  tract  of  land  atSquokeug,  afterward  Northfield,  where  he 
was  given  possession  of  the  first  portion  so  obtained.  From 
1672  to  1678  he  was  cornet  of  the  Hampshire  Troop,  .com- 
manded by  Capt.  John  P}mchon,  the  first  troop  formed  in 
western  Massachusetts,  and  in  1679  was  a member  of  the 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artiller}’  Company  of  Boston,  the  first 
regularly  organized  militar}^  company  in  America.  In  1674  he 
purchased  of  John  Bliss  the  “Parsons  Homestead”  at  South 
Farms,  where  several  generations  of  his  descendants  lived  and 
died.  Built  in  Indian  times,  its  walls  were  pillars  of  strength 
and  defied  time  for  2I0  years.  It  seiv^ed  as  a defense  in  time 
of  attack,  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  safest  fortifications,  and 
bore  evidence  that  it  had  been  used  as  a barracks  for  soldiers . 
Cornet  Parsons  was  a merchant  and  engaged  extensively  in 
the  fur  trade,  and  at  his  death  was  one  of  the  richest  men  in 
that  part  of  the  Colony.  In  1679  he  removed  back  to  Spring- 
field,  and  died  9th  of  Oct.,  1683.  He  married  Mary  Bliss, 
daughter  of  (64)  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Lawrence)  Bliss  of 
Hartford,  26th  Nov.,  1646. 

Mary  Bliss  Parsons  (wife  of  Cornet  Joseph  Parsons)  was 
among  the  first  to  be  accused  of  witchcraft  in  New  England. 
Aware  of  the  charge  she  waited  not  for  a summons,  but  volun- 
tarily made  her  appearance  at  the  Springfield  Court,  Sept., 
1674,  “desiring  to  clear  herself  of  such  an  execrable  crime.” 
Her  case  was  referred  to  the  County  Court  at  Northampton, 
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Jan.,  1675,  where  she  was  invited  to  speak  for  herself,  which, 
being  a woman  of  unusual  strength  of  mind,  she  was 
abundantly  able  to  do.  She  afterward  appeared  before  the 
Court  of  Assistants  in  Boston  and  was  acquitted  in  May  of  the 
same  year.  She  was  a woman  of  great  beauty,  talent  and 
spirit,  which  qualities  probably  produced  a spirit  of  jealousy 
among  her  sister  dames  and  led  to  the  imputation  mentioned. 
She  died  29th  Jan.,  1712,  aged  92  years. 

Children  of  Joseph  Parsons  and  Mary  Bliss: 

Joseph,  born  ist  Nov.,  1647;  married  Elizabeth  Strong, 
daughter  of  Elder  John  Strong. 

Benjamin,  buried  at  Springfield,  22d  June,  1649. 

John,  born  1649;  died  soon. 

John,  born  1650;  married  Sarah  Clark,  daughter  of 
William. 

36  Samuel,  born  1653;  married  Rhoda  Taylor,  daughter  of 
(49)  Capt.  John  Taylor. 

Ebenezer,  born  Northampton,  ist  of  May,  1655,  who  is 
• said  to  be  the  first  white  child  born  there,  and  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  at  Northfield,  2d  Sept.,  1675. 
Jonathan,  born  6th  June,  1657. 

David  or  Daniel,  died  young. 

Mary,  born  27th  June,  1661;  married  Joseph  Ashley;  2d, 
Joseph  Willis  ton. 

Hannah,  born  1663;  married  Rev.  Pelatiah  Glover,  Jr. 
Abigail,  born  3d  Sept.,  1666;  married  John  Colton. 

Esther,  born  24th  Dec.,  1672;  married  Rev.  Joseph  Smith. 


36.  CAPT.  SAMUEL  PARSONS. 

Capt.  Samuel  PARSONS^  son  of  Cornet  Joseph  Parsons^ 
born  23d  Jan.,  1653,  married  ist  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Aaron  Cook,  who  died  2d  Sept.,  1690;  married  2d  Rhoda 
Taylor,  born  26th  Sept.,  1669,  daughter  of  (49)  Capt.  John 
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Taylor.  Capt.  Samuel  Parsons  was  bom  at  Springfield,  re- 
moved with  his  father  to  Northampton,  took  the  oath  1678, 
removed  to  Durham,  Ct.,  1706.  On  Jan.  8th,  1710,  he  was 
dismissed  from  the  church  at  Northampton  to  the  church  in 
Durham.  In  a primitive  church  pledge  in  Durham  the  signers 
w^ere  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  Chauncey,  Samuel  and  Rhoda  Par- 
sons, Thomas  and  Ruth  Lyman  (and  others). 

Nov.  17th,  1709,  he  was  one  of  the  committee  to  build  the 
first  meeting  house  in  Durham.  It  was  built  about  where 
now  stand  the  monuments  of  Edward  F.  Camp  and  Samuel 
Parsons.  He  was  deputy  to  General  Court  for  Durham  1720- 
2-3  and  4. 

Children  of  Samuel  Parsons  and  Rhoda  Taylor; 

Samuel,  born  1678;  died  soon. 

Samuel  again,  born  1680;  died  at  3 years. 

Elizabeth,  born  1684;  Jemima,  born  1691. 

* Rhoda,  born  1694;  married  (26)  Nathan  Camp. 

Timothy,  bom  1696. 

Hannah,  born  1697. 

Simeon,  born  1701;  Phineas,  born  1704. 

Ithamar,  bom  1707  in  Durham. 

Descent:  Cornet  Joseph  Parsons  married  Mary  Bliss; 

their  son,  Capt.  Samuel  Parsons,  married  Rhoda  Taylor; 
their  daughter,  Rhoda  Parsons,  married  Nathan  Camp; 
their  daughter,  Hannah  Camp,  married  Capt.  David  Coe; 
their  son,  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  married  Rachel  Miller ; 
their  son,  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


37.  JOHN  JOHNSON. 

John  Johnson,  Roxbur>4  came  probably  in  the  Arabella, 
in  the  fleet  with  Winthrop,  bringing  wife  Marger>^  and  children 
Isaac,  Humphrey,  Mary  and  other  daughters.  He  was  con- 
stable of  Roxbury  as  early  as  1630,  freeman  1631.  Deputy  to 
the  first  General  Court  1634,  and  manj^  years  following;  a 
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member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  company, 
1638,  being  clerk  at  its  organization.  The  Ancient  and  Honor- 
able Artillery  Co.,  was  first  called  “The  Military  Company, 
of  the  Massachusetts.”  He  was  Surveyor  General  of  Arms 
and  Ammunition.  “Was  a very  industrious  and  faithful 
man.  ’ ’ ‘ ‘He  was  a man  of  large  estate  and  infiuence.  ’ ’ “He 

was  a man  of  estate  and  distinction.” 

He  kept  a tavern  where  many  public  meetings  were  held. 
When  Anne  Hutchinson  was  taken  into  custody  the  General 
Court  ordered  that  the  arms  of  her  Roxbury  adherents  be  de- 
livered to  Goodman  Johnson  in  the  town  of  Roxbury,  he  being 
required  to  take  order  for  their  custody  and  if  any  charge  arise 
to  be  defrayed  b)^  her  husband. 

Under  date  of  6th  Feb.,  1645,  Winthrop  records  that  John 
Johnson,  having  built  a fair  house  in  the  midst  of  the  town, 
with  divers  barns  and  outhouses,  it  fell  on  fire  in  the  daytime 
(no  man  knowing  by  what  occasion)  and  there  being  in  it 
seventeen  barrels  of  the  country’s  powder  and  many  arms,  all 
was  suddenly  burnt  and  blown  up  to  the  value  of  four  or  five 
hundred  pounds,  wherein  a special  providence  of  God  appeared 
for  he  being  from  home  the  people  came  together  to  help,  and 
many  were  in  the  house,  no  man  thinking  of  the  powder  till 
one  of  the  company  put  them  in  mind  of  it;  whereupon  all 
withdrew,  and  soon  after  the  powder  took  fire  and  blew 
up  all  about  it  and  shook  the  houses  in  Boston  and  Cambridge, 
so  as  men  thought  it  had  been  an  earthquake,  and  carried 
great  pieces  of  timber  a good  way  off,  and  some  rags  and  such 
light  things  beyond  Boston  meeting  house. 

The  first  volume  of  the  town  records  was  destroyed  and  a 
committee  of  five  was  appointed  of  which  John  Johnson  was 
chairman,  “To  do  their  best  endeavor  to  set  down  each  man’s 
land,  etc.” 

Margery,  the  wife,  is  recorded  as  a member  of  Mr.  Elliott’s 
church  in  1633.  She  died  9th  June,  1655,  and  he  married 
2d,  Grace,  widow  of  Barnabas  Fawer.  His  homestead  was  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  Washington  and  Ball  streets. 
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Will  dated  29th  Sept.,  1659,  approved  the  15th of  8th  month 
(October)  of  same  3'ear.  Mentions  five  children,  “property'  to 
be  equally  divided,  my  eldest  son  having  a double  portion 
therein  according  to  the  word  of  God.” 

He  died  30th  Sept.,  1659. 

Children  of  John  Johnson  and  Barbara: 

38  Isaac  married  Elizabeth  Porter. 

Humphrejq  married  March  20th,  1643,  Ellen,  daughter  of 
William  and  Martha  Chene>L 
Mary,  married  Roger  Mo  wry,  a kinsman  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams. 


38.  CAPT.  ISAAC  JOHNSON. 

Cart.  Isaac  Johnson,  son  of  John,  is  also  an  immi- 
grant ancestor,  was  born  in  England,  came  to  Massachusetts 
with  his  father’s  famihq  in  the  compan}’  with  Gov.  Winthrop. 
He  was  a freeman  March  4th,  1635,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Porter  Jan.  20th,  1637.  He  was  ensign  of  the  Roxbuiy^  Mili- 
ta.ry  company  previous  to  1653,  and  on  June  13th  of  that  j’ear 
was  elected  its  captain.  (Vol.  67,  page  49,  Mass.  Archives.) 

He  was  representative  1671. 

On  the  6th  of  Jul}’,  1675,  while  the  forces  under  Major 
Savage  were  at  Mt.  Hope,  Capt.  Johnson  was  sent  with  a 
small  escort,  to  conduct  the  52  friendH  Indians;  from  a frag- 
ment of  a letter  from  Capt.  Johnson  to  the  Court  dated  at 
Boston  Jul}"  10,  1675,  we  learn  that  a company  of  these  were 
sent  back  from  Mt.  Hope  with  him  and  that  some  trouble 
occurred  with  one  of  the  oldest,  called  Tom,  at  Woodstock’s 
Garrison,  where  they  were  resting  on  the  march.  The  letter 
is  signed 

Your  honor’d  servant, 

Isaac 

Johnson. 
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(Mass.  Archives  Vol.  67,  page  219.) 

On  July  15th,  on  the  news  of  the  attack  upon  Mendon, 
Capt.  Johnson  was  sent  out  with  a company  to  relieve  that 
town,  and  was  joined  there  by  Capt.  Prentice  and  his  troop 
about  July  21st.  The  two  captains  address  letters  to  the 
Court  July  2 2d,  explaining  the  situation  of  affairs  at  Mendon. 
Upon  the  mustering  of  forces  for  the  Narragansett  campaign, 
Capt.  Johnson  was  placed  in  command  of  a company  made  up 
of  men  from  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Milton,  Braintree,  Wey- 
mouth and  Hull,  seventy-five  all  told.  The  company  took 
part  in  the  memorable  march  and  attack  on  the  fort  and  the 
brave  captain  was  among  the  first  to  fall  while  gallantly  lead- 
ing his  men  across  the  fatal  tree  bridge  at  the  entrance  to  the 
fort.  A list  of  Capt.  Johnson’s  company,  made  at  Dedham, 
Dec.  loth,  1675,  is  preserved  in  Mass.  Archives. 

Phineas  Upham  was  lieutenant  and  Henry  Bowen  ensign 
of  Capt.  Johnson’s  company. 

The  following  is  copied  from  History  of  Narragansett 
campaign ; 

“At  a corner  of  the  Indian  fort  was  a large  unfinished  gap, 
where  only  a log  tree  had  been  laid  across  to  fill  the  gap,  about 
five  feet  from  the  ground.  It  seems  that  the  companies  of 
Captains  Davenport  and  Johnson  came  first  to  this  place  and 
at  once  charged  through  the  gap  and  over  the  log  at  the  head 
of  their  companies;  but  Johnson  fell  dead  at  the  log  and  Daven- 
port a little  within  the  fort,  and  their  men  were  met  with  so 
fierce  a fire,  that  they  were  forced  to  retire  again  and  fall  upon 
their  faces,  to  avoid  the  fury  of  the  musketry,  till  it  should 
somewhat  abate.’’ 

He  was  killed  in  what  is  called  “The  great  swamp  fight,’’ 
Dec.  19th,  1675. 

In  reference  to  the  Narragansett  war  Trumbull  in  his  His- 
tory of  Connecticut  says:  The  commissioners  of  the  United 

Colonies  resolved,  that  an  army  of  a thousand  men  should  be 
raised,  for  a winter  campaign,  to  attack  the  enemy  at  their 
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headquarters,  in  the  Narragansett  country.  The  colony  of 
Massachusetts  furnished  a corps  of  527  men,  Plymouth  158 
men.  The  proportion  of  Connecticut  was  315  men,  but  they 
sent  into  the  field  300  English  men  and  150  Mohegan  and 
Pequot  Indians.  The  commissioners  were  sensible,  that  an 
expedition  at  this  season,  would  be  most  distressful  and 
hazardous.  Such  is  the  extremity  of  the  weather,  in  this 
climate,  that  they  were  not  without  apprehensions ; the  whole 
army  might  perish,  should  the  troops  be  obliged  to  lie  un- 
covered a single  night  in  the  open  field.  It  did  not  escape 
their  deliberations,  that  the  snow  often  fell  so  deep,  that  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  send  any 
succours  to  the  army,  in  case  of  any  misfortune;  but  they  con- 
sidered this  as  the  only  probable  expedient  of  defeating  the 
enemy  and  preventing  the  desolating  of  the  country.  The 
Connecticut  troops  arrived  at  Peltyquamscot  on  the  17th  of 
December.  Here  had  been  a number  of  buildings  in  which 
the  troops  expected  to  have  been  covered  and  kindly  enter- 
tained, but  the  enemy,  a day  or  two  .before,  had  killed  ten  men 
and  five  women  and  children,  and  burned  all  the  houses  and 
barns.  The  next  day  they  formed  a junction  with  the  Massa- 
chusetts and  Plymouth  forces.  Though  the  evening  was  cold 
and  storm3%  the  troops  were  obliged  to  remain  uncovered  in 
the  open  field.  The  next  morning,  Sunday,  Dec.  19th,  at  the 
dawning  of  the  day,  they  commenced  their  march  towards 
the  enemy,  who  were  in  a swamp  at  about  15  miles  distance. 

The  troops  proceeded  with  great  spirit,  wading  through 
the  snow,  in  a severe  season,  until  nearly  one  o’clock,  without 
fire  to  warm,  or  food  to  refresh  them,  except  what  had  been 
taken  on  the  way.  At  this  time  they  had  arrived  just  upon 
the  seat  of  the  enemy.  This  was  upon  a rising  ground,  in  the 
center  of  a large  swamp.  It  was  fortified  with  palisades,  and 
compassed  with  a hedge  without,  nearly  of  a rod’s  thickness. 
The  only  entrance,  which  appeared  practicable,  was  over  a log 
or  tree  which  lay  up  five  or  six  feet  from  the  ground.  This 
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Opening  was  commanded  in  front  by  a kind  of  log  house,  and 
on  the  left  by  a flanker.  As  soon  as  the  troops  entered  the 
skirts  of  the  swamp,  they  discovered  an  advanced  party  of 
the  enemy,  upon  whom  they  immediately  fired.  The  enemy 
returned  the  fire  and  retired  before  them,  until  they  were  led  to 
the  very  entrance  by  the  block-house.  Without  reconnoitering 
the  fort  or  waiting  for  the  enemy  to  march  up  and  form  for  the 
attack,  the  Massachusetts  troops,  led  on  by  their  officers, 
with  great  courage,  mounted  the  tree  and  entered  the  fort;  but 
they  were  so  galled  from  the  block-house,  and  received  such  a 
furious  and  well  directed  fire  from  almost  every  quarter,  that, 
after  every  exertion  of  skill  and  courage,  of  which  they  were 
capable,  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  out  of  the  fort.  The 
whole  army  pressed  forward  with  the  utmost  courage  and 
exertion,  but  such  were  the  obstructions  from  the  swamp 
and  the  snow,  that  it  was  a considerable  time  before  the  men 
could  all  be  brought  up  to  action.  By  reason  of  this,  and 
the  sharpness  of  the  fire  from  the  flanker  and  block-house, 
a sufficient  number  of  men  were  not  able  to  enter  the  fort  to 
support  those  brave  officers  and  men,  who  so  courageously 
began  the  assault.  Captains  Johnson  and  Davenport,  and 
many  brave  men  of  the  Massachusetts,  were  killed.  The 
Connecticut  troops,  who  formed  in  the  rear,  coming  up  to  the 
charge,  mounted  over  the  log  before  the  block-house,  the 
captains  leading  and  spiriting  up  the  men  in  the  most  un- 
daunted manner.  About  the  same  time  that  the  main  body  of 
the  Connecticut  troops  were  forcing  their  way  by  the  block- 
house, a few  bold  men  ran  round  to  the  opposite  part  of  the 
fort,  where  they  found  a narrow  spot,  where  there  were  no 
palisades,  but  a high  thick  hedge  of  trees  and  brush.  The 
sharpness  of  the  action  in  the  front  had  drawn  off  the  enemy 
from  this  part,  and  climbing  over  unobserved,  they  ran  down 
between  the  wigwams,  and  poured  a heavy  and  well  directed 
fire  upon  the  backs  of  the  enemy,  who  lay  wholly  exposed  to 
their  shot.  Thus  assaulted,  in  front  and  rear,  they  were  driven 
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from  the  flanker  and  block-house.  The  captains  cr^'ing  out, 
they  run,  they  run,  the  men  pressed  so  furiousl}^  upon  them, 
that  they  were  forced  from  that  part  of  the  fort.  The  soldiers 
without  rushed  in,  with  great  spirit,  and  the  enemy  were 
driven  from  one  covert  and  hiding  place  to  another,  until  the 
middle  of  the  fort  was  gained;  and  after  a long  and  bloody 
action  the}^  were  totally  routed  and  fled  into  the  wilderness. 
As  the>^  retired  the  soldiers  set  fire  to  the  wigwams,  about  600 
of  which  were  instanth"  consumed.  The  enemj^’s  corn,  stores 
and  utensils,  with  man}'  of  their  old  men,  women  and  child- 
ren, perished  in  the  conflagration.  It  was  supposed  that  300 
warriors  were  slain,  besides  many  wounded,  who  afterwards 
died  of  their  wounds  and  with  the  cold.  Xearh'  the  same 
number  were  taken,  with  300  women  and  children.  From 
the  number  of  wigwams  in  the  fort  it  is  probable  that  the 
whole  number  of  the  Indians  was  nearl}'  4,000.  Those  who 
were  not  killed  in  battle,  or  did  not  perish  in  the  flames,  fled 
to  a cedar  swamp,  where  the}'  spent  the  night  without  food, 
fire  or  covering.  It  was  nevertheless  a dearly  bought  victor}'. 
Six  brave  captains  fell  in  the  action,  and  eighty  men  were 
killed  or  mortally  wounded.  After  the  fatiguing  march  and 
hard  fought  battle,  of  three  hours,  in  which  the  troops  had 
been  exercised,  the  army  just  at  the  setting  of  the  sun,  having 
burnt  and  destroyed  all  in  their  power,  left  the  enemy’s  ground, 
and,  carying  about  200  dead  and  wounded  men  marched  back, 
15  or  18  miles,  to  headquarters.  The  night  was  very  cold  and 
stormy.  The  snow  fell  deep,  and  it  was  not  until  midnight, 
or  after,  that  the  army  got  in.  Many  of  the  wounded,  who 
otherwise  might  have  recovered,  died  with  cold,  and  the 
fatigue  and  inconveniences  of  such  a distressing  march. 
After  lying  the  preceding  night  in  the  open  field,  and  after  all 
the  exertion  of  so  long  and  sharp  action,  the  army  marched 
through  snow  and  a pathless  wilderness  in  less  than  24  hours, 
more  than  thirty  miles.  The  courage  exhibited  by  every  part 
‘of  the  army,  the  invincible  heroism  of  the  officers,  the  firmness 


COK-WARD  MEMORIAL. 


67 


and  resolution  of  the  soldiers  when  they  saw  their  captains 
falling  before  them,  and  the  hardships  endured  are  hardly 
credible,  and  rarely  find  a parallel  in  ancient  or  modern  ages. 

Children  of  Captain  Isaac  Johnson  and  Elizabeth 
Porter: 

Elizabeth,  born  24th  Dec.,  1637. 

John,  born  3d  Nov.,  1639;  died  i8th  Dec.,  1661. 

Mary,  born  24th  April,  1642. 

Isaac,  baptized  7th  Jan.,  1644;  married  Mary  Harris;  re- 
moved to  Middletown. 

Joseph,  born  1645,  died  young. 

39  Nathaniel,  born  May,  1647;  married  Mary  Smith. 

The  widow  died  13th  Aug.,  1683. 


39.  NATHANIEL  JOHNSON. 

Nathaniel  Johnson^  son  of  Capt.  Isaac^,  John\  born 
May,  1647,  married  29th  April,  1667,  Mary  Smith. 

He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  New  Roxbury,  now 
Woodstock,  1686.  These  colonists  of  Woodstock  were  all 
men  of  good  position  and  character,  connected  with  the  best 
families  of  Roxbury.  Early  in  che  spring  of  1687,  the  New 
Roxbury  planters  began  planting  and  sowing,  and  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  good  harvest  expected,  on  April  29th  appointed 
Edward  Morris,  Nathaniel  Johnson  and  Joseph  White  to  treat 
and  agree  for  the  building  of  a corn  mill  on  as  reasonable  terms 
as  they  could.  July  1667,  Nathaniel  Johnson  and  others 
chosen  to  order  the  prudential  affairs  of  the  place  as  selectmen. 

In  1687  he  was  one  of  a committee  to  get  a patent  of  con- 
firmation. In  1690  New  Roxbury  was  called  Woodstock. 
Nathaniel  Johnson’s  house  was  selected  as  one  of  the  watch 
houses.  In  1696,  John  Johnson,  a son  of  Nathaniel,  return- 
ing from  a visit  in  Woodstock,  was  shot  down  by  the  Indians 
and  died  on  his  own  doorstep,  and  his  three  children  killed. 
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Children  of  Nathaniel  Johnson  and  Mary  Smith  ; 

John,  born  1668. 

Nathaniel,  born  1670. 

Smith,  born  1672. 

* Mary,  born  14th  Feb.,  1674;  married  (20)  (Gov.)  Benjamin 
Miller. 

Rebecca,  married  Joseph  Miller,  son  of  Thomas. 

Descent  : John  Johnson  married  Margery; 

their  son,  Capt.  Isaac  Johnson,  married  Elizabeth  Porter; 

their  son,  Nathaniel  Johnson,  married  Mary  Smith; 

their  daughter,  Mary  Johnson,  married  (Gov.)  Benjamin  Miller; 

their  son,  Ens.  Benjamin  Miller,  married  Hannah  Robinson; 

their  daughter,  Mary  Miller,  married  William  Ward  ; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 

Also  as  above,  Mary  Johnson  married  (Gov.)  Benjamin  Miller; 
their  son,  Ichabod  Miller,  married  Elizabeth  Corn^vell ; 
their  daughter,  Rachel  Miller,  married  Esq.  Eli  Coe ; 
their  son.  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


40.  THOMAS  HARRIS. 

Thomas  Harris,  Charlestown,  Ferryman,  1630;  married 
Elizabeth  in  England,  who  married  2d,  Dea.  William  Stilson. 
Deacon  William  Stilson  testified  in  1680,  that  Thomas  Harris 
kept  the  ferry  from  Boston  to  Winnisimmet  and  Charlestown 
49  years  ago,  and  that  he  married  the  widow  of  Harris  and 
continued  the  ferry. 

Children  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Harris  : 

Probably  all  born  in  England. 

Anthony,  John,  Thomas,  William,  (41)  Daniel  and  Ann, 
married  Elias  Maverick. 


41.  CAPT.  DANIEL  HARRIS. 

Capt.  Daniel  Harris  of  Charlestown,  Rowley  and 
Middletown,  son  of  Thomas^  born  England,  died  30th  Nov., 
1701,  married  1648,  Mary  Weld,  who  died  5th  Sept.,  1711, 
daughter  of  (66)  Capt.  Joseph  Weld. 
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Capt.  Daniel  Harris  is  an  immigrant  ancestor  through  both 
Coe  and  Ward. 

He  was  a wheelwright;  sold  his  property  in  Rowley  in 
1652,  and  with  his  brother  William  removed  to  Middletown, 
where  land  was  granted  to  him  in  1654. 

1659  “Daniel  Harris  is  approved  for  an  ordinary  keeper  in 
Middletown.”  Was  commissioned  as  lieutenant  1661,  and 
afterwards  captain.  Was  deputy  to  General  Court,  1678-84- 
- 87-89. 

“The  General  Court,  upon  the  request  of  Capt.  Daniel 
Harris  of  Middletown,  doe  release  him  from  his  commission  of 
captain”  1690.  Date  of  will,  1699.  In  will  he  gave  his 
negro  “Mingo”  to  his  son  John. 

Children  of  Capt.  Daniel  Harris  and  Mary  Weld: 
Mary,  born  in  Rowley,  2d  April,  1651;  married  26th  Oct., 
1669,  Isaac  Johnson  2d. 

42  Daniel,  born  15th  July,  1653;  married  Abigail  Barns, 
daughter  of  (52)  Thomas. 

Joseph,  born  12th  Feb.,  1655;  Thomas,  born  20th  May, 

1657- 

Elizabeth,  born  22d  March,  1659-60;  married  John  Hum- 
mowell. 

Sara;  Sara  again,  born  3d  Sept.,  1663;  married  Samuel 
Bid  well. 

William,  born  17th  July,  1665;  married  Martha  Collins. 
John,  born  4th  Jan.,  1667;  Hannah,  born  nth  Feb., 
1669-70. 


42.  CAPT.  DANIEL  HARRIS,  2d. 

Capt.  Daniel  Harris^  son  of  Capt.  DanieF,  Thomas^ 
born  15th  July,  1653,  died  i8th  Oct.,  1735,  married  14th  Dec., 
1680,  Abigail  Barnes,  born  i6th  March,  1657,  died  22d  May, 
1723,  daughter  of  (52)  Thomas  Barnes.  In  1734  “costs 
allowed  Daniel  Harris,  William  Harris  and  Isaac  Johnson  for 
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travel  and  attendance  at  this  court,  to  answer  petition  of 
Abigail  W ard . ’ ’ (Collonial  Records . ) 

Inscription  on  headstone  in  old  burying  ground,  Middle- 
town,  over  the  grave  of  Abigail  (Barnes)  Harris,  wife  of  Capt. 
Daniel  Harris  2d. 

“Here  lies  one  dead,  which  in  her  life, 

Was  my  loving  pious  wife.” 

Children  of  Capt.  Daniel  Harris  2D,  and  Abigail 
Barns : 

* Abigail,  born  7th  Feb.,  1682-3;  married  (31)  Capt.  Joseph 
Cornwell. 

Mary,  born  nth  Jan.,  1685-6;  married  (16)  William  Ward. 
David,  born  2d  Oct.,  1688. 

Joseph,  born  ist  March,  1690-1. 

Patience,  born  15th  May,  1693. 

Descent  : Thomas  Harris  married  Elizabeth ; 

their  son,  Capt.  Daniel  Harris,  married  Mary  Weld ; 
their  son,  Capt.  Daniel  Harris  2d  married  Abigail  Barnes; 
their  daughter,  Abigail  Harris,  married  Capt.  Joseph  Cornwell; 
their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Cornwell,  married  Ichabod  Miller; 
their  daughter,  Rachel  Miller,  married  Esq.  Eli  Coe; 
their  son.  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 

Also  as  above,  Capt.  Daniel  Harris  2d,  married  Abigail  Barnes; 
their  daughter,  Mary  Harris,  married  William  Ward; 
their  son,  Capt.  William  Ward,  married  Martha  Bow; 
their  son,  William  Ward,  married  Mary  Miller; 
their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


43.  HUMPHREY  PRIOR. 

Humphrey  Prior,  an  immigrant  ancestor,  was  an  early 
settler  of  Windsor.  He  settled  on  the  east  side  of  the  Great 
River.  He  married  12th  Nov.,  1663,  Ann  Osborn,  born  15th 
Jan.,  1648,  died  29th Sept.,  1682,  daughter  of  (58)  John  Osborn; 
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she  died  before  her  father,  and  her  husband  married  2d,  Mary 
Whitcomb. 

Children  of  Humphrey  Prior  and  Ann  Osborn  : 

John,  born  14th  Feb.,  1665. 

44  Daniel,  born  i8th  Dec.,  1667;  married  Sarah  Eggleston, 
daughter  of  (57)  Samuel  Eggleston. 


44.  DANIEL  PRIOR. 

Daniel  Prior^  Middletown,  son  of  Humphrey^  born  i8th 
Dec.,  1667,  married  9th  Feb.,  1693,  Sarah  Eggleston,  born 
26th  Oct.,  1670,  daughter  of  (57)  Samuel  Eggleston. 

He  married  2d,  Mary,  widow  of  John  Lucas,  9th  March, 
1708-9. 

Children  of  Daniel  Prior  and  Sarah  Eggleston  : 
Sarah,  born  4th  March,  1694;  Kennebeck,  born  1694. 

* Anna  (probably)  as  daughter  Anna  is  mentioned  in 
Daniel’s  will ; married  (34)  Edward  Bow. 

Daniel  born  8th  April,  1701;  married  Sarah  Gibert. 
Thankful.  Edward,  Susanna,  Mary  and  Ebenezer. 

Descent  : Humphrey  Prior  married  Ann  Osborn; 

their  son,  Daniel  Prior,  married  Sarah  Eggleston ; 
their  daughter,  Anna  Prior,  married  Edward  Bow; 
their  daughter,  Martha  Bow,  married  Capt.  William  Ward; 
their  son,  William  Ward,  married  Mary  Miller; 
their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


45.  DAVID  ATWATER. 

David  Atwater,  an  immigrant  ancestor,  came  from 
London  to  New  Haven,  1638,  was  signer  of  the  Plantation 
Covenant,  4th  June,  1639.  He  had  a brother  Joshua.  The 
male  line  of  Joshua  is  said  to  be  extinct  and  all  bearing  the 
name  of  Atwater  in  America  are  descended  from  David. 
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In  the  first  division  of  lands  in  New  Haven  among  the 
settlers,  a farm  was  assigned  him  in  the  “Neck,”  as  the  tract 
between  Mill  and  Quinnipiac  rivers  was  called,  upon  which 
it  is  believed  he  lived  till  his  death,  which  occurred  the  5th  of 
Oct.,  1692.  His  wife  was  Damaris  Sayre,  daughter  of  (60) 
Thomas  Sayre. 

Children  of  David  Atwater  and  Damaris  Sayre  : 
Mercy;  born  9th  Feb.,  1647;  married  John  Austin. 
Damaris,  born  12th  Nov.,  1648;  married  John  Punderson. 
David,  born  13th  July,  1650. 

Joshua,  born  nth  Jan.,  1652;  married  Lydia  Rockwell. 
John,  born  ist  Nov.,  1654;  married  Abigail  Mansfield. 
Jonathan,  born  12th  July,  1656;  married  Ruth  Peck. 
Abigail,  born  3d  March,  1660;  married  Nathaniel  Jones. 
Mary,  born  31st  March,  1662;  married  ist,  Ichabod  Stow; 
married  2d,  (28)  David  Robinson,  before  1698. 

In  deed,  1705,  Jonathan  names  brothers  David  and  John 
and  sisters  Abigail  Jones  and  Mar}^  Robinson. 

Descent:  David  Atwater  married  Damaris  Sayre; 

their  daughter,  Mary  Atwater,  married  David  Robinson ; 

their  daughter,  Hannah  Robinson,  married  Ens.  Benjamin  Miller ; 

their  daughter,  Mary  Miller,  married  William  Ward ; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


46.  JOSEPH  HAWLEY. 

Joseph  Hawley,  our  immigrant  ancestor,  was  born  1603; 
came  from  Par  wick,  Derb3^shire,  Eng.,  and  landed  near 
Boston,  Mass.,  in  1629.  He  married,  probabl}^  in  Wethersfield, 
Catharine  Birdse>"  (tradition  says),  daughter  of  (69)  Edward 
Birdsey,  about  1646,  and  came  to  Stratford  soon  after  and 
purchased  the  right  of  Richard  Mills  in  the  township.  At 
Stratford  he  is  described  as  Yeoman  and  Town  Recorder. 

In  1680  he  was  one  of  a committee  to  lay  out  100  acres  of 
land  on  the  other  side  of  the  Stratford  river,  in  Milford  bounds. 
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to  the  Indians.  In  1684  the  Court  appointed  Mr.  Hawley  and 
Capt.  Minor  to  lay  out  to  Gov.  Treat  his  grant  of  land. 

He  was  elected  29  times  as  deputy  to  the  General  Court, 
and  was  commissioner  from  1682  to  1690. 

He  died  May  20th,  1690. 

Catharine,  his  wife,  died  June  25th,  1692. 

Children  of  Joseph  Hawley  and  Catharine  Birdsey  : 
Samuel,  born  1647. 

Joseph  Jr.,  born  9th  Jan.,  1649. 

Elizabeth,  born  26th  Jan.,  1651. 

Hannah,  born  26th  May,  1657. 

Ephraim,  born  7th  Aug.,  1659. 

John,  born  14th  June,  1661. 

* Mary,  born  i6th  July,  1663;  married  (3)  John  Coe. 

Descent  : Joseph  Hawley  married  Catharine  Birdsey ; 

their  daughter,  Mary  Hawley,  married  Capt.  John  Coe; 
their  son,  Capt.  Joseph  Coe,  married  Abigail  Robinson; 
their  son,  Capt.  David  Coe,  married  Hannah  Camp ; 
their  son,  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  married  Rachel  Miller ; 
their  son,  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


47.  JOHN  KIRBY. 

John  Kirby,  our  immigrant  ancestor,  owned  an  estate  at 
Rowington,  near  Kenilworth,  in  Warwickshire,  Eng.,  born 
1623,  settled  first  in  Boston ; in  Plymouth  1643  i Hartford, 
1645  ; Wethersfield  1649  and  1651  ; removed  to  Middletown, 
had  lands  recorded  there  1655.  He  settled  in  Upper  Houses, 
(now  Cromwell)  Middletown. 

He  died  in  April,  1677,  and  his  wife,  whose  name  was 
Elizabeth,  married  2d,  Abraham  Randall.  His  son  John,  (Dr. 
Davis  says)  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  1676.  In  his  will  he 
speaks  of  wife  Elizabeth,  and  children  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Emanuel  Buck,  age  32,  Hannah,  wdfe  of  Thomas  Andrews, 
27,  Esther,  wife  of  Benjamin  Stone,  25,  Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel 
Hubbard,  23,  Joseph,  21,  Bethia,  18,  Susanna,  13,  Abigail,  ii, 
beside  Elizabeth,  wife  of  David  Sage,  deceased. 
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Children  of  John  Kirby  and  Elizabeth  : 

Mary,  born  1645;  married  Emanuel  Buck  of  Wethersfield. 

Elizabeth,  born  8th  Sept.,  1646;  married  David  Sage  of 
Middletown. 

Hannah,  born  2d  March,  1649;  married  Thomas  Andrews 
of  Middletown. 

John  and  Eunice,  twins,  born  18th  Dec.,  1651. 

Esther,  born  1652,  married  Benjamin  Stone  of  Guilford. 

Sarah,  born  i6th  June,  1653;  married  Samuel  Hubbard 
of  Middletown. 

Joseph,  born  17th  July,  1656;  married  Sarah  Macoon. 

Bethia  born  19th  Feb.,  1658;  married  John  Andrews  of 
Fairfield. 

Susannah,  born  3d  May,  1664;  married  Abraham  Crutten- 
den  of  Guilford., 

* Abigail,  born  6th  March,  1666;  married  (28)  David  Robin- 
son, Guilford. 

Descent:  John  Kirby  married  Elizabeth; 

their  daughter,  Abigail  Kirby,  married  David  Robinson ; 
their  daughter,  Abigail  Robinson,  married  Capt.  Joseph  Coe; 
their  son,  Capt.  David  Coe,  married  Hannah  Camp ; 
their  son,  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  married  Rachel  Miller ; 
their  son,  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


48.  JOHN  TAYLOR. 

John  Taylor  (according  to  W.  O.  Taylor,  of  Shelburne 
Falls,  the  genealogist  of  the  Taylor  family  in  a letter  to  an- 
other, 1885)  came  to  Windsor,  Ct.,  1639,  lot  granted  on 
Backen  Row,  1640,  was  juror  and  appointed  by  Connecticut  to 
arbitrate  a case ; made  a will  1 645 , had  married  a widow 
(Rhoda  by  name)  with  two  or  more  daughters;  by  her  had  two 
sons  about  1646.  Sailed  for  England  in  the  “phantom  ship” 
from  New  Haven,  supposed  to  have  been  lost  at  sea,  as  the 
ship  was  never  heard  from.  His  wife’s  name  was  probably 
Rhoda,  as  a Rhoda  Taylor,  1659,  had  a seat  in  meeting  house. 
She  married  again  a Hart  of  Norwalk. 
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Chiedren  of  John  and  Rhoda  Tayeor  : 

49  John,  settled  at  Northampton;  married  i8th  Dec.,  1662, 
Thankful  Woodward,  daughter  of  (65)  Henry  Wood- 
ward. 

Thomas,  settled  at  Norwalk,  then  at  Danbury. 

Abigail,  died  1643. 

Anna,  died  1644. 

Hannah,  died  1650. 

49.  CAPT.  JOHN  TAYLOR. 

Capt.  John  Tayeor^  Northampton,  son  of  John  Taylor\ 
married  i8th  Dec.,  1662,  Thankful  Woodward,  daughter  of 
(65)  Henry  Woodward.  Swore  allegiance  8th  Feb.,  1679,  be- 
came freeman  1683.  He  was  a very  valuable  citizen;  was 
captain  of  the  Troop  of  Horse  of  Hampshire  Co.,  and  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  13th  May,  1704,  then  in  pursuit  of  them 
after  their  destruction  of  Pascomuck.  The  widow  lived  with 
son  John  at  Norwalk. 

Chiedren  of  Capt.  John  Tayeor^  and  Thankfue  Wood- 
ward : 

Thankful,  born  29th  Oct.,  1663. 

Joanna,  born  27th  Feb.,  1665. 

John,  born  loth  Oct.,  1667;  married  Wait  Clapp. 

Rhoda,  born  26th  Sept.,  1669;  married  (36)  Samuel 
Parsons. 

Elizabeth,  born  13th  Jan.,  1672;  died  at  9 years. 

Mary,  born  13th  Oct.,  1673;  Jonathan,  born  19th  Sept., 
1675;  Mind  well,  born  19th  Aug.,  1677;  Lydia,  born  i8th 
March,  1679;  Thomas,  born  4th  Nov.,  1680;  Elizabeth, 
born  17th  Sept.,  1682;  Experience,  born  1684;  Samuel, 
born  1688. 

Descent:  John  Taylor  married  Rhoda ; 

their  son,  Capt.  John  Taylor,  married  Thankful  Woodward; 

their  daughter,  Rhoda  Taylor  married  Capt.  Samuel  Parsons; 

their  daughter,  Rhoda  Parsons,  married  Nathan  Camp ; 

their  daughter,  Hannah  Camp,  married  Capt.  David  Coe ; 

their  son.  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  married  Rachel  Miller ; 

their  son.  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 
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50.  SAMUEL  NETTLETON. 

Samuel  Nettleton,  an  immigrant  ancestor,  was  one  of 
the  men  who  bought  Totoket,  (Branford)  for  a settlement; 
they  came  to  occupy  their  purchase  early  in  1644;  most  of  the 
settlers  were  from  Wethersfield.  He  died  in  Fairfield.  His 
wife’s  name  was  Maria.  In  1644,  ^ tract  of  land  was  sold  by 
New  Haven  to  Mr.  William  Swain  and  others,  for  the  ac- 
commodation or  those  persons  in  Wethersfield  who  wished 
to  remove.  The  settlement  of  the  town  was  immediately 
commenced.  The  subject  was  acted  upon  thus  : “Totokett, 

a place  fit  for  a small  plantation,  betwixt  New  Haven  and 
Guilford,  and  purchased  from  the  Indians,  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Swaine  and  some  others  in  Wethersfield,  they  repaying  the 
charges,  which  are  betwixt  ^12  and  ^13,  and  joining  in 
our  jurisdiction  wdth  New  Haven  and  the  forenamed  planta- 
tions, upon  the  same  fundamental  agreement  settled  in  October, 
1643,  which  they  duly  considering,  accepted.”  (New  Haven 
Records.) 

Children  of  Samuel  and  Maria  Nettleton: 

Sarah,  married  (19)  Thomas  Miller. 

John,  afterwards  of  Killing  worth. 

Martha,  married  John  Uffoot. 

Descent:  Samuel  Nettleton  married  Maria; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Nettleton,  married  Thomas  Miller ; 
their  son,  (Gov.)  Benjamin  Miller,  married  Mary  Johnson; 
their  son,  Ens.  Benjamin  Miller,  married  Hannah  Robinson ; 
their  daughter,  Mary  Miller,  married  William  Ward: 
their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


Also  as  above,  (Gov.)  Benjamin  Miller  married  Mary  Johnson; 
their  son,  Dea.  Ichabod  Miller,  married  Elizabeth  Cornwell ; 
their  daughter,  Rachel  Miller,  married  Esq.  Eli  Coe; 
their  son.  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 
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51.  DEA.  PAUL  PECK. 

Dea.  Paul  Peck  is  one  of  our  immigrant  ancestors.  He 
is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  Essex  Co.,  England,  in  1608 
and  to  have  come  to  this  country  in  the  ship  “Defence”  in 
1635  and  remained  in  Boston,  Mass.,  or  its  vicinity  until  1636, 
and  then  removed  to  Hartford,  Ct.,  with  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker  and  his  friends.  His  name  is  in  the  list  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  Hartford,  1639,  and  from  the  town  records,  it  shows 
that  he  was  one  of  the  leading  men.  He  was  deacon  and  of 
great  use  in  the  town  and  colony  in  its  early  settlement.  His 
residence  is  said  to  have  been  upon  what  is  now  Washington 
street,  near  where  was  Trinity  College;  the  site  of  which,  being 
still  known,  by  aged  persons,  as  the  “Peck  lot.”  He  was 
surveyor  of  highways,  townsman,  and  chimney  viewer. 

In  his  will  he  mentions  wife  Martha. 

He  and  Thomas  Barns  and  William  Cornwell  (with  others) 
had  the  privilege  of  wood  and  of  keeping  cows  on  the  common. 
His  will  of  25th  June,  1695,  was  probated  the  15th  of  Jan. 
following.  He  died  23d  Dec.,  1695, aged  ^7  years. 

See  Orcutt’s  His.  of  Torrington  for  sketch  of  a descendant 
of  same  name,  Paul  Peck. 

Children : 

Paul,  born  1639;  married  Elizabeth  Baisey. 

* Martha,  born  1641;  married  8th  June,  1665,  (30)  John 
Cornwell,  Middletown. 

Elizabeth,  born  1643;  married  (it  is  said)  a How  of  Wal- 
lingford. 

John,  born  2 2d  Dec.,  1645,  Samuel,  born  1647,  Joseph, 
born  22d  Dec.,  1650. 

Sarah,  born  1653;  married  Thomas  Clark  of  Hartford. 

Hannah,  born  1656;  married  12th  May,  1680,  John  Shepard 
of  Hartford. 

Mary,  born  1662;  married  John  Andrew  and  lived  to  1752. 
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Descent:  Deacon  Paul  Peck  married  Martha; 

their  daughter,  Martha  Peck,  married  John  Cornwell; 

their  son,  Capt.  Joseph  Cornwell,  married  Abigail  Harris; 

their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Cornwell,  married  Dea.  Ichabod  Miller ; 

their  daughter,  Rachel  Miller,  married  Esq.  Eli  Coe ; 

their  son.  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


52.  THOMAS  BARNS. 

Thomas  Barns,  New  Haven,  1643,  was  an  immigrant 
ancestor.  He  was  brother  of  Daniel,  and  was  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Middletown,  to  which  place  he  removed. 
From  N.  H.  Colonial  Records  we  find: 

1643.  division  of  land,  Thomas  Barns. 

1643.  “Thomas  Barns  fined  5s  for  want  of  ladders.” 

1645.  “Thomas  Barns  required  satisfaction  of  Ralph 
Dighton  for  a cow  of  his  wch  perished  as  he  conceives  through 
his  son’s  neglect,  who  kept  the  heard  thatt  day,  butt  Ralph 
Dighton  alledged  that  a cow  of  thatt  heard  being  swamped,  his 
son  came  home  to  the  town  to  gett  help,  and  left  his  partner 
with  the  cow  in  the  interim,  and  before  they  gott  the  cow  out 
of  the  swamp,  itt  was  night  and  the  heard  was  coming  home, 
and  they  nott  knowing  of  any  dangerous  place  betwixt  the 
bridge  and  the  place  where  the  cattel  used  to  come  over,  did 
nott  conceive  itt  necessary  to  follow  the  cattell,  butt  came  over 
the  bridge,  and  though  they  came  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  over  against  the  place  where  his  cow  was  afterwards 
found,  perished  with  her  foote  in  a hole  betwixt  the  banckand 
the  roote  of  a tree,  they  did  neither  heare  nor  see  her.  Itt  was 
testified  by  others  that  there  was  noe  knowen  place  of  danger 
in  thatt  place  before  mentioned. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  thatt  itt  was  an  inflicting 
providence  of  God,  wch  the  said  Barns  was  to  beare  himself, 
and  that  the  boy  was  innocent  in  the  case.” 

1647.  Viewers  chosen  for  the  “severall  quarters  of  the 
town  for  this  yeare  ensewinge.”  “For  Greyson’s  quarter, 
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Henry  Lindell  and  Thomas  Barnes,  but  Thomas  Welch  is  to 
satisfie  Thomas  Barnes  for  his  paynes,  or  els  to  provide  an- 
other.” 

1648.  “Thomas  Barnes  informed  the  Court  that  he  served 
a warrant  upon  James  Till  two  or  three  months  sine,  but  he 
could  not  gitt  him  to  appear,  but  hath  allway  shifted  him  of 
one  way  or  other,  but  this  he  hath  to  inform  the  Court  against 
him,  that  he  the  said  James  Till  stole  a sithe  wch  he  left  in 
the  field,  taking  it  of  from  the  snath,  and  using  it  as  his  owne, 
wch  charge  James  Till  owneth  and  acknowledgeth  it  to  be 
true,  and  that  he  had  slandered  Thomas  Barnes  by  reporting 
that  he  did  but  take  his  sithe,  as  he,  ye  said  Barnes,  had  taken 
a grubbing  axe  of  his,  whereas  Thomas  Barnes  had  borrowed 
the  axe  of  James  Till,  as  he  now  confesseth.  The  sentence  of 
the  Court  is  that  for  contempt  of  court  in  not  obeying  the  war- 
rant served,  he  pay  40  s.  fine.  For  the  sith  that  he  make 
double  restitution.  Ye  sith  being  vallewed  at  4 s.  and  that  he 
acknowledge  the  wronge  he  hath  done  to  Thomas  Barnes, 
slandering  of  him  and  that  he  sitt  in  the  stocks  as  long  as  the 
weather  will  permitt  with  respect  of  mercy  to  him,  th  all  that 
pass  by  may  see  what  manner  of  pson  he  is.” 

Savage  says  that  he  served  in  the  Pequot  war.  This  is 
probably  a mistake  as  Miss  Talcott  claims  the  same  honor  for 
Thomas  Barns  of  Hartford. 

His  first  wife  was  Mary,  who  died  in  1676. 

His  second  wife  was  Elizabeth,  who  died  1689-90. 

He  died  at  Middletown,  loth  June,  1691, 

Children  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Barns: 

John;  Elizabeth,  born  28th  May,  1650. 

Thomas,  born  26th  Aug.,  1653. 

* Abigail,  born  i6th  March,  1657;  married  (42)  Capt.  Daniel 
Harris  2d. 

Daniel,  born  29th  Aug.,  1659. 

May  bee,  born  25  th  June,  1663,  and  perhaps  others. 


So 


COE-WARD  MEMORIAL. 


Descent:  Thomas  Barns  married  Mar}- : 

their  daughter,  Abigail  Bams,  married  Capt.  Daniel  Harris  2d : 

their  daughter,  Abigail  Harris,  married  Capt.  Joseph  Cornwell; 

their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Cornwell,  married  Dea.  Ichabod  Miller ; 

their  daughter,  Rachel  Miller,  married  Esq.  Eli  Coe ; 

their  son,  CoL  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


53.  CAPT.  THOMAS  TAPPIN. 

Capt.  Thomps  Tappix  (Tapping,  Topping,  Tappen),  an 
immigrant  ancestor,  was  a Free  planter  in  Milford,  1639,  was 
earlier  of  Wethersfield,  joined  the  church  at  Milford  with  his 
wife.  Emma,  in  1640.  He  removed  to  Southampton,  L.  I. 
He  married  2d,  Mar}*,  widow  of  Timothy  Baldwin  of  Milford, 
and  3d,  before  1678,  L}'dia,  the  widow  of  John  Mulford,  and 
for  the  residue  of  his  days  lived  at  Branford.  He  was  an  in- 
fluential man  in  all  his  residences,  was  Representative  1639, 
Magistrate,  1651,  Captain,  1651,  Assistant  to  General  Court 
from  L.  I.,  1655-6-7-9-60-1  and  2,  Justice  for  Southampton, 
1647  to  1658  and  1659  to  1663,  Commissioner  for  Branford, 
1685. 

“Thomos  Topping,  the  first  of  this  name  in  Southampton, 
according  to  family  tradition,  was  a refugee  from  religious 
persecution  in  England.”  He  died  1688. 

Children  of  Capt.  Thomas  and  Emma  Tappin  : 
Elnathan,  baptized  2d  Aug.,  1640. 

54  James,  baptized  12th  Feb.,  1643;  married  Anna. 


54.  JAMES;  TAPPIN. 

James  Tapping  son  of  Capt.  Thomash  He  was  one  of  the 
men  appointed  b}’  the  magistrate  with  Nicholas  Camp  2d,  to 
search  for  the  regicides,  Whallej*  and  Goflfe.  He  married 
Anna  and  removed  to  Middletown,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
original  proprietors,  1670. 

Land  was  granted  to  him  in  Middletown,  1663. 
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He  died  Aug.  6th,  1712,  and  is  buried  in  Riverside  ceme- 
tery. Anna,  his  wife,  died  Feb.  7th,  1731-2. 

Chiedren  of  James  and  Anna  Tappin  : 

Anna  born  29th  Sept.,  1662;  married  (15)  Capt.  Thomas 
Ward. 

James  Jr.,  married  Anne  Ward,  sister  of  (15)  Capt. 
Thomas  Ward. 

Mary,  married  a Barns ; Elizabeth. 

Descent:  Capt.  Thomas  Tappin  married  Emma; 

their  son,  James  Tappin,  married  Anna; 

their  daughter,  Anna  Tappin,  married  Capt.  Thomas  Ward; 

their  son,  William  Ward,  married  Mary  Harris; 

their  son,  Capt.  William  Ward,  married  Martha  Bow; 

their  son,  William  Ward,  married  Mary  Miller; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


55.  EDWARD  TURNER. 

Edward  Turner,  Milford,  1651,  had  lands  granted  to 
him,  1659,  freeman  1667,  but  not  found  in  the  town’s  list, 
having  removed  to  Middletown  1665,  and  remained  there  till 
his  death.  Edward  Turner  was  an  elder  of  the  church  in  Mil- 
ford and  his  wife  admitted  to  church  membership  i6th  Feb., 
1662. 

From  records  of  General  Court  at  Milford  : 

“Goodman  Turner  hath  the  grant  of  land  near  his  shop  for 
to  build  on  and  make  a garden,  so  much  as  may  be  spared  and 
not  annoy  the  cart  wayes’’  and  the  Court  appointed  John  Eane 
and  Thomas  Sanford  to  judge  of  the  same. 

His  will  mentions  sons  Richard,  John  and  Stephen;  grand- 
children Stephen  and  Abigail,  children  of  son  Edward,  de- 
ceased; granddaughter  Mary,  daughter  of  daughter  Mercy, 
deceased,  and  wife  of  Ebenezer  Eggleston;  grandchildren 
Thomas  and  Abigail  Miller,  children  of  daughter  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Thomas  MilleF;  daughter  Mary,  now  wife  of 
Samuel  Bow;  daughter  Hannah,  now  wife  of  John  Ranney. 
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His  gravestone,  which  was  preserved  until  1871,  in  the 
Riverside  cenieter>’,  bore  this  inscription  : 

“Mr,  Edward  Turner  Sr.,  who  died 
April  4,  1717,  aged  84.” 

His  wife  was  Mar^^  Sanford,  daughter  of  (68)  Richard  and 
Marger>'  Sanford,  whom  he  married  25th  Oct.,  1656. 

Children  of  Edward  Turner  and  Mary  Sanford  : 

Merc3T  baptized  Milford,  23d  Feb.,  1662;  married  Ebenezer 
Eggleston. 

Edward,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mar>^ 
Hall ; died  at  Guilford. 

Mar}’,  bom  5th  Xov.,  1665;  married  (33)  Samuel  Bow, 
9th  May,  1683. 

Elizabeth,  married  Thomas  Miller,  2d. 

John,  married  Susanna  Merrills. 

Stephen,  born  27th  Xov.,  1671. 

Abigail,  born  loth  Sept.,  1673. 

Hannah,  married  John  Ranney. 

Richard,  bom  4th  May,  1678-9. 

Descent:  Edward  Turner  married  Mary  Sanford; 

their  daughter,  Mar}’  Turner,  married  Samuel  Bow; 
their  son,  Edward  Bow,  married  Anna  Prior ; 
their  daughter,  Martha  Bow,  married  Capt.  William  Ward ; 
their  son,  William  Ward,  married  Mary  Miller; 
heir  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  LeNT  Coe. 


56.  BIGOT  EGGLESTON. 

Bigot  Eggleston,  our  immigrant  ancestor,  came  from 
Exeter,  Eng.,  to  Dorchester,  was  one  of  the  24  first  settlers  of 
Dorchester.  He  probably  came  in  the  “Mart’  and  John”, 
asked  admission  19th  Oct.,  1630,  and  was  received  as  freeman 
the  1 8th  of  May  following,  removed  with  first  settlers  to 
Windsor,  Ct.,  1635,  had  dwelling  house,  bam  and  home  lot 
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near  the  meeting  house.  He  was  living  at  the  north  end  of 
Palisado  Green  in  1654. 

The  widow  of  John  Taylor  sold  lot  on  Bracken  Row  to 
Bigot  Eggleston. 

‘ ‘Bigot  Eggleston  undertakes  the  cleansing  of  the  meeting 
house  for  this  year  coming  for  50  s,  and  the  beating  of  the 
drum  to  meetings  for  28  s,”  i6th  May,  1667.  In  will  13th 
Nov.,  1673,  he  gives  to  son  Benjamin,  house  and  land  as  “he 
is  his  staff,  ’ ’ conditioned  that  he  maintain  his  mother;  mentions 
also  sons  Joseph,  James,  Samuel  and  Thomas,  and  daughters 
Mary,  Sarah  and  Abigail. 

He  died  ist  Sept.,  1674,  near  years  old,  says  old  ch. 
records.  (His  name  was  written  Bigot,  Bagot,  Begod,  Begot 
and  Begat.) 

His  wife  was  Mary  Talcott,  * sister  of  John  Talcott,  the 
immigrant. 

Children  of  Bigot  Eggleston  and  Mary  Talcott: 

57  Samuel  and  James,  born  England. 

Thomas,  born  26th  Aug.,  1638;  born  Windsor,  probably 
by  2d  wife. 

Mary,  born  29th  May,  1641. 

Sarah,  born  28th  March,  1643;  married  John  Pettibone. 
Rebecca,  born  8th  Dec.,  1644. 

Abigail,  born  12th  June,  1648. 

Joseph,  baptized  30th  March,  1651. 

Benjamin  i8th  Dec.,  1653. 

^ f > j ' 

*Ancestry  of  Mary  Talcott,  wife  of  Bigot  Eggleston,  in  England.  In  will  John 
Talcott  gives  son  John  “My  Marter  Bok.”  “My  will  is  my  wife  keep  my  housing 
in  reparation  extraordinary  caselties  exsepted.” 

John  Talcott  married Wells  and  had 

John,  married  Anne  Skinner,  daughter  of  William. 

Children  : 

John,  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Mark  Mott  of  Braintree. 

Rachel,  Anne,  Grace,  Sarah. 

Mary,  married  Bagot  Eggleston. 
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57.  SAMUEL  EGGLESTON. 

Samuel  Eggleston  ^ son  of  Bigot\  also  an  immigrant 
ancestor,  came  with  his  father  to  Dorchester  and  Windsor  and 
removed  to  Middletown,  Ct.,  where  he  had  lands  in  1663  and 
was  one  of  the  original  proprietors. 

While  in  Windsor,  ‘ ‘Samuel  Eggleston  began  to  beat  the 
drum  to  give  warning  to  meetings  on  the  Lord’s  day,  twice  in 
the  morning  seasonably,  and  once  after  dinner;  also  on  lecture 
days  twice,  and  is  to  continue  for  a twelve  month  following 
and  is  to  have  10  s for  his  labors.”  Xov.  i6th,  1652. 

He  died  at  Middletown  6th  Dec.,  1686. 

His  wife  was  Sarah  Disbrow,  daughter  of  (67)  Nicholas 
Disbrow  of  Hartford. 

Children  of  Samuel  Eggleston  and  Sarah  Disbrow: 

Samuel,  bom  6th  March,  1663,  Thomas,  bora  4th  June, 
1667;  died  soon. 

Joseph,  bora  24th  Jan.,  1669;  died  soon. 

* Sarah,  born  26th  Oct.,  1670;  married  (44)  Daniel  Prior. 

Susannah,  bora  19th  May,  1674. 

Nicholas,  born  23d  Dec.,  1676. 

Merc34  born  27th  Jul}’,  1679;  married  Samuel  Miller; 
married  2d,  John  Benton. 

Mar}*,  bom  1681,  Ebenezer,  bora  1684. 

Descent  : Bigot  Eggleston  married  Mary  Talcott : 

their  son,  Samuel  Eggleston,  married  Sarah  Disbrow ; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Eggleston,  married  Daniel  Prior; 

their  daughter,  Anna  Prior,  married  Edward  Bow : 

their  daughter,  Martha  Bow,  married  Capt.  William  Ward: 

their  son,  William  Ward,  married  Mary  Miller; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Leri  Coe. 


58.  JONN  OSBORN. 

John  Osborn,  immigrant,  early  settler  of  Windsor,  by 
tradition  was  of  Welsh  origin.  He  settled  in  East  Windsor, 
where  he  is  said  to  have  purchased  nearl}^  one  thousand  acres 
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of  land,  bounded  on  the  north  on  the  original  Bancroft  lot, 
south  on  the  original  Stiles  lot,  west  by  the  Connecticut  river 
and  running  back  easterly  from  the  river  three  miles. 

He  married  19th  May,  1645,  Ann  Oldage  only  child  of 
(59)  Richard  Oldage. 

He  died  27th  Oct.,  1686. 

She  died  28th  Aug,  1689. 

A grandson  to  wit,  John  Osborn,  son  of  John  and  Abigail 
(Eggleston)  Osborn,  was  said  to  be  the  strongest  man  in  New 
England.  “It  is  related  that  a celebrated  pugilist  of  Virginia, 
having  heard  of  his  wonderful  strength,  came  to  Connecticut 
with  a challenge  to  a boxing  match.  Osborn  being  a peace- 
able man,  declined,  but  after  much  urging,  finally  accepted  the 
challenge.  Adroitly  remarking,  however,  that  a drink  of  cider 
would  be  refreshing,  before  engaging  in  such  a contest,  he  led 
his  antagonist  to  a cider  press  on  his  farm,  where  were  several 
barrels  filled.  Taking  one  of  them  he  raised  it  to  his  lips  with 
astonishing  ease,  and  after  wishing  health  to  his  visitor,  took 
a good  long  draught  from  the  bung,  and  then  politely  handed 
it  to  his  Virginia  friend.  The  latter,  however,  stood  amazed, 
and  answering  that  he  would  never  drink  with  the  devil,  for 
no  man’s  strength  alone,  could  enable  Osborn  to  perform  such 
a feat,  took  his  departure  for  “the  sunny  south”,  a “wiser 
and  sadder  man.” 

Children  of  John  Osborn  and  Ann  Oldage; 

John,  born  loth  Jan.,  1646;  married  Abigail  Eggleston. 

* Ann,  born  15th  Jan.,  1648;  married  (43) Humphre3^  Prior. 

Nathaniel,  born  loth  March,  1650. 

Samuel  born  25th  July,  1652;  died  soon. 

Mary  born  i6th  April,  1655;  married  22d  Oct.,  1674, 
Joseph  Owen. 

Hannah,  born  i8th  Dec.,  1657;  married  ist,  Elias  Shad- 
dock; 2d,  Benj.  Eggleston. 
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Samuel,  again,  born  8th  May,  1660,  Esther,  born  9th 
Aug.,  1662. 

Isaac,  born  28th  Sept.,  1664;  died  at  9 years;  Sarah,  born 
8th  Feb.,  1667. 

In  1686  all  the  children  but  Ann  were  living. 

Descent  : John  Osborn  married  Ann  Oldage; 

their  daughter,  Ann  Osborn,  married  Humphrey  Prior ; 

their  son,  Daniel  Prior,  married  Sarah  Eggleston ; 

their  daughter,  Anna  Prior,  married  Edward  Bow; 

their  daughter,  Martha  Bow,  married  Capt.  William  Ward; 

their  son,  William  Ward,  married  Mary  Miller; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


59.  RICHARD  OLDAGE. 

Richard  Oldage,  immigrant,  w^as  at  Windsor  before 
1640.  Hinman  says  became  with  Huit  from  Dorchester;  was 
propounded  to  the  General  Court  to  be  appointed  ‘ ‘Searcher  of 
Leather.”  He  died  27th  Jan.,  1661  and  the  name  is  extinct. 
His  property  descended  to  daughter,  the  wife  of  John  Osborn. 
His  only  child  was 

* Ann,  who  married  (58)  John  Osborn,  19th  May,  1645. 

Descent:  Richard  Oldage  married 

his  daughter,  Ann  Oldage,  married  John  Osborn; 

their  daughter,  Ann  Osborn,  married  Humphrey  Prior; 

their  son,  Daniel  Prior,  married  Sarah  Eggleston; 

their  daughter,  Anna  Prior,  married  Edward  Bow' ; 

their  daughter,  Martha  Bow,  married  Capt.  William  Ward ; 

their  son,  William  Ward,  married  Mary  Miller; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


60.  THOMAS  SAYRE. 

Thomas  Sayre,  Lynn,  Mass.,  1638,  an  immigrant  an- 
cestor, was  one  of  the  eight  purchasers  of  Southampton,  L.  I., 
1640. 
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Previous  to  removal  from  Lynn,  Capt.  Howe  purchased 
from  Thomas  Sayre,  Job  Sayre  and  others,  their  parts  of  the 
vessel  in  which  they  w’ere  to  come  to  L.  I.,  contract  signed 
loth  March,  1640.  Among  the  settlers  who  arrived  at  South- 
ampton, 1640,  were  Thomas  Sayre,  Job  Sayre  and  Thomas 
Tapping.  They  purchased  eight  miles  square  of  James  Farret, 
agent  of  the  Earl  of  Sterling.  A deed  was  subsequently  ob- 
tained of  some  lands  from  the  Indians  for  16  coats  and  four 
score  bushels  of  corn.  Some  of  the  English  emigrants  who 
had  made  a stand  at  Lynn;  have  agreed  to  make  a settlement 
at  L.  I.;  they  agreed  with  Mr.  Pierson  to  accompany  them  as 
their  minister.  In  1640  they  joined  the  Connecticut  colony 
instead  of  the  New  Haven  colony.  In  consequence  of  which, 
it  is  supposed,  that  Mr.  Pierson  and  a portion  of  the  people 
removed  to  Branford,  Ct.,  where  they  commenced  a new  settle- 
ment and  put  themselves  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New 
Haven. 

Thomas  Sayre  came  from  Bedfordshire,  Eng.,  as  appears 
from  the  examination  of  his  son  Job  before  the  Dutch  council. 

In  1638  he  and  his  son  Job  have  each  60  acres  of  land 
allotted  to  them  in  Lynn,  Mass. 

Thomas  Sayre  was  born  about  1594,  died  1670. 

Children  : 

Francis,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Job,  died  1694. 

* Damaris,  married  (45)  David  Atwater  of  New  Haven. 

Descent  : Thomas  Sayre  married 

his  daughter,  Damaris  Sayre,  married  David  Atwater ; 
their  daughter,  Mary  Atwater,  married  2d  David  Robinson; 
their  daughter,  Hannah  Robinson,  married  Ens.  Benjamin  Miller  ; 
their  daughter,  Mary  Miller,  married  William  Ward; 
their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


61.  JOHN  ROGERS. 

John  Rogers,  called  “the  settler,”  a free  planter  of  Mil- 
ford, 1639,  having  “liberty  to  act  in  the  choyce  of  public 
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omcers,  for  the  canying  on  of  public  anaires  in  this  planta- 
tion.” 

He  died  in  Milford,  16S3-4. 


62.  ELEAZER  ROGERS. 

Eleazer  RogersS  son  of  John  Rogers',  Milford,  freeman, 
1669,  and  his  name  was  perpetuated  there  till  1713.  He 
married  i6th  March,  1663,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Thomas  Ford, 
and  daughter  of  (63)  Alexander  Knowles.  Elizabeth’s  name 
appears  on  block  of  Memorial  Bridge,  before  referred  to,  as 
follows  : 

••  Thomas  Fore. 

ElLiabeth 

Eleazer  Rogers  and  Elizabeth  Ford)  Knowles  had 
* Hannah,  bom  1664;  died  9th  Jan.,  1740:  married  (25) 
Joseph  Camp. 


Descent  : Joen  Regers  married 

his  son,  Elearer  Rc-gers  married  Elizabeth  Knowles  : 
their  danghrer,  Hannah  Rogers,  married  Joseph  Camp  : 
their  son.  Nathan  Camp,  married  Rhoda  Parsons: 
their  da  tighter,  Hannah  Camp,  married  Cant.  David  Coe: 
their  son.  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  married  Rarhel  Miller, 
their  son,  CoL  Levi  Goe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


63.  ALEXANDER  KNOWLES. 

Alex_axder  Knowles,  out  immigrant  ancestor,  a free- 
man of  Massachusetts.  7th  Dec,,  1636. 

The  7th  of  Oct.,  1645;  appointed  a commissioner  to 

form  a code  of  laws  for  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts. 

The  17th  of  Jan.,  1653,  he  removed  to  Fairneld  and  pur- 
chased Hemn.'  MTielpley's  house  and  home  lot,  on  the  south- 
west comer  of  the  Frost  Square;  there  he  was  in  good  esteem 
and  was  chosen  assistant  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  1654. 
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In  1654  Alexander  Knowles  was  one  of  the  committee 
chosen  by  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut  to  press  men  and 
necessaries  in  each  town  for  expedition  to  Narragansett. 

The  commissioners  at  their  meeting  in  Sept.,  had  resolved 
upon  war  with  Ninigret  and  had  ordered  40  horsemen  and  250 
foot  soldiers  to  be  forthwith  levied  from  the  several  colonies; 
of  these  Massachusetts  was  to  provide  40  horsemen  and  153 
foot;  Connecticut  45,  Plymouth  41,  New  Haven  31.  A part 
of  this  force  was  to  be  dispatched  with  all  expedition  to  the 
Nian tic  country  and  the  remainder  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march  upon  notice  from  the  commander-in-chief,  the 
selection  of  whom  was  conceded  by  the  commissioners  to 
Massachusetts. 

Alexander  Knowles.  William  Hill  and  N.  Gold,  appointed 
by  the  General  Court  in  1660  to  try  and  settle  the  dispute  be- 
tween Norwalk  and  the  Indians. 

He  died  1663. 

Children  : 

John. 

Joshua. 

* Elizabeth,  (married  ist,  Thomas  Ford);  married  2d,  (62) 
Eieazer  Rogers. 

Descent  : Alexander  Knowles  married 

his  daughter,  Elizabeth  Knowles,  married  Eieazer  Rogers ; 
their  daughter,  Hannah  Rogers,  married  Joseph  Camp; 
their  son,  Nathan  Camp  married  Rhoda  Parsons; 
their  daughter,  Hannah  Camp,  married  Capt.  David  Coe; 
their  son,  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  married  Rachel  Miller; 
their  son.  Col.  Levi  Coe.  married  Sarah  Ward. 


64.  THOMAS  BLISS. 

Thomas  Bliss,  born  in  Belstone,  Devonshire,  Eng., 
1580-85,  his  first  residence  in  New  England  was  in  1635,  in 
that  part  of  Boston  called  the  Mount,  afterwards  Braintree, 
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now  Quincy.  He  removed  to  Hartford,  probablj^  with  Mr. 
Hooker’s  company,  or  soon  after,  in  1636;  original  proprietor 
as  was  Thomas,  June  1639;  was  one  of  the  Hartford  settlers 
who  had  certain  rights  of  pasture  for  cows,  swine,  etc.;  had  a 
house  lot  of  58  acres,  located  south  of  Little  River  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  village  of  Hartford,  adjoining  Paul 
Peck,  and  west  of  the  present  Lafayette  street. 

He  married  in  England  1612-15,  Margaret  Lawrence,  who 
was  born  1594;  died  28th  of  Aug.,  1684. 

He  died  1654,  according  to  Hartford  Co.  Memorial  His. 
(Morton  Memorial  says  1640).  Est.  ^86  12-8. 

His  widow,  Margaret  (Lawrence)  Bliss,  after  two  or  three 
years  removed  to  Springfield,  with  her  children,  except 
Thomas  and  Ann.  Savage  says  “the  widow  was  very  reso- 
lute and  capable.”  Bliss  Memorial  says,  Margaret  Lawrence 
Bliss  was  a good  looking  woman,  with  square,  oblong  face, 
that  betokened  great  capability  and  force  of  character.  She 
had  a broad,  open  brow,  fair  hair  and  blue  eyes.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband,  she  managed  the  affairs  of  her  family 
with  much  prudence  and  judgment;  sold  her  property  in  Hart- 
ford and  gathered  her  goods  and  cattle  together,  and  with  her 
eight  children  made  the  joume}’  through  the  forest  to  Spring- 
field  in  five  da}"s,  where,  after  years  of  usefulness,  she  died 
28th  of  Aug.,  1684.  She  was  long  remembered  in  Springfield 
as  a woman  of  rare  intellectual  abilit}^  great  resolution  and 
uncommon  enterprise. 

Margaret  street,  Springfield,  is  named  after  widow  Margaret 
Bliss. 

Children  of  Thomas  Bliss  and  Margaret  Lawrence  : 
Ann,  born  England;  married  29th  April,  1642,  Robert 
Chapman  of  Saj" brook. 

* Marjq  born  England;  married  20th  Nov.,  1646,  (35)  Cor- 
net Joseph  Parsons. 

Thomas,  Nathaniel  and  Lawrence,  bom  in  England. 
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Samuel,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Leonard. 
Sarah,  married  20th  July,  1659,  John  Scott. 
Elizabeth,  married  15th  Feb.,  1670,  Miles  Morgan. 
Hannah,  died  unmarried  25th  Jan.,  1662. 

John. 

Descent:  Thomas  Bliss  married  Margaret  Lawrence; 

their  daughter,  Mary  Bliss,  married  Cornet  Joseph  Parsons; 
their  son,  Capt.  Samuel  Parsons,  married  Rhoda  Taylor; 
their  daughter,  Rhoda  Parsons,  married  Nathan  Camp ; 
their  daughter,  Hannah  Camp,  married  Capt.  David  Coe  ; 
their  son.  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  married  Rachel  Miller ; 
their  son.  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


65.  DR.  HENRY  WOODWARD. 

Dr.  Henry  Woodward,  Dorchester,  1635,  came,  says 
Clapp  in  his  careful  History  of  Dorchester,  in  the  “James” 
(Capt.  Taylor)  in  the  summer  of  1635  with  Richard  Mather, 
and  he  calls  him  a physician;  he  came  from  Much  Worten, 
Lancashire,  Eng.;  rem^^ved  in  1658  to  Northampton,  with  the 
children  and  wife  Elizabeth;  there,  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  I St  church. 

He  had  been  an  early  church  member  at  Dorchester.  He 
was  “licensed  to  keep  ordinary  and  to  sell  wines  and  liquors” 
(as  reputable  then  as  any  other  business)  each  year  for  several 
years  successively,  1665  to  1681,  during  which  time,  he  regu- 
larly “entertained,  the  court,”  which  sat  each  year  in  North- 
ampton. One  account  is  that  he  was  “killed  by  lightning  at 
the  upper  corn  mill;  ’ ’ another  account  is  that  he  was  killed  by 
accident  at  a grist-mill  17th  April,  1685,  and  the  next  month 
the  widow  made  her  will,  though  she  died  not  before  13th 
Aug.,  1690.  Of  her  son  she  says  “has  been  a dutiful  and 
well  carriaged  son  to  me  all  my  life.” 

Children  of  Dr.  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Woodward  : 
John,  married  Anna  Dewey. 

Experience,  married  21st  Nov.,  1661,  Medad  Pomeroy. 
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Freedom,  baptized  1642;  married  Jedediah  Strong. 

* Thankful,  married  i8th  Dec.,  1662,  (49)  Capt.  John  Tay- 
lor of  Northampton. 


Descent:  Dr.  Henry  Woodward  married  Elizabeth; 

their  daughter,  Thankful  Woodward,  married  Capt.  John  Taylor; 

their  daughter,  Rhoda  Taylor,  married  Capt.  Samuel  Parsons; 

their  daughter,  Rhoda  Parsons,  married  Nathan  Camp ; 

their  daughter,  Hannah  Camp,  married  Capt.  David  Coe; 

their  son.  Esq.  Eli  Coe,  married  Rachel  Miller ; 

their  son.  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward  ; 


66.  CAPT.  JOSEPH  WELD. 

The  family  of  Weld  dates  back  to  1352. 

William  Weld,  High  Sheriff  of  London. 

New  England  branch  came  from  Suffolk,  the  home  of  Gov. 
Winthrop.  In  1632  Capt.  Joseph  Weld,  born  1595,  with  his 
brother.  Rev.  Thomas  Weld  being  “Puritans  of  the  Puritans,” 
came  to  New  England  for  freedom;  not  penniless  adventurers 
with  nothing  to  lose  and  everything  to  gain,  but  leaving  be- 
hind, home,  comfort,  propert}’,  and  assured  position,  for 
conscience  sake. 

Capt.  Joseph  Weld  is  our  immigrant  ancestor.  He 
settled  in  Roxbur\E  Mass.;  became  freeman  of  the  colonj^ 
1636,  which  made  him  a grant  of  several  hundred  acres  of 
land,  now  West  Roxbur}"  Park.  This  was  the  famil}^  home 
of  one  branch  for  200  years. 

Being  well  trained  in  arms,  he  was  a valuable  aid  to  Gov. 
Winthrop  in  military-  affairs,  and  seiA’ed  in  numerous  fights 
wdth  the  Indians.  His  death  was  a great  loss  to  the  colony, 
and  is  mentioned  by  Winthrop. 

Savage  says  he  was  the  richest  man  in  the  colony  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  was  one  of  the  first  donors  to  Har\mrd 
College,  of  which  his  brother  Thomas  was  on  the  first  board 
of  overseers.  Savage  says  that  he  came  in  1635,  bringing 
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his  wife  Elizabeth  and  children  Eliza,  Mary,  Hannah  and 
Thomas,  aged  respectively  lo,  8,  6 and  3,  and  leaving  at 
home  the  eldest,  John;  here  had  Edmund,  born  1636.  Capt. 
Joseph  Weld,  was  a man  conspicuous  in  the  early  days  of 
the  town  (Roxbury);  kept  a store;  was  representative  1636  to 
1641. 

He  was  the  firm  friend  of  the  apostle  Eliot,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  the  wealthiest  merchant  of  his  day  in  New  England. 
As  a recompense  for  important  services  to  the  colony  he  re- 
ceived from  the  town  valuable  estate  in  West  Roxbury, 
recently  known  as  the  Bussey  farm,  which  he  bequeathed  to 
his  son  John.  He  stands  third  on  the  organized  roll  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  was 
chosen  ensign  at  its  organization  in  Boston  the  first  Monday  of 
June,  1638.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  a great  earthquake. 

He  was  captain  of  the  Roxbury  company  in  1636,  which 
was  included  in  the  regiment  of  which  John  Winthrop  was 
colonel  and  Thomas  Dudley  lieutenant-colonel. 

During  the  four  months  detention  “it  being  winter”  of 
Mrs.  Anne  Hutchinson  previous  to  her  being  driven  into  exile 
for  unorthodox  opinions,  she  w^as  in  custody  of  Capt.  Joseph 
Weld  (1637)  at  Roxbury. 

In  John  Eliot’s  records  of  church  appears  the  name  in  1634 
of  Joseph  Weld. 

(The  first  church  in  Roxbury  was  gathered  in  1632.) 

His  first  wife,  born  in  England,  was  Elizabeth,  who  died 
in  1638,  and  he  married  2d,  Barbary  Clapp,  1639. 

He  had  a daughter  baptized  2d  Aug.,  1646,  just  before  his 
death,  as  “Marah”  (Bitter).  The  apostle  Eliot  in  his  records 
assigns  the  cause  for  the  bitter  name,  that  the  father  is  now  in 
great  affliction  by  a sore  on  his  tongue. 

He  died  of  cancer  7th  of  Oct..  1646,  and  his  wife  Barbary, 
married  1647,  Anthony  Stoddard  of  Boston. 

He  was  interred  in  the  old  burying  ground  on  Eustis 
street. 
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Children  of  Capt.  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Weld: 
* Mary,  married  (41)  Capt.  Daniel  Harris. 

John  and  Edmund. 

Children  by  2D  Wife,  Barbary  Clapp: 

Sarah,  born  1640,  Daniel,  born  1642. 

Joseph,  baptized  1645,  Marah,  baptized  1646. 

Descent  : Capt.  Joseph  Weld  married  Elizabeth; 

their  daughter,  Mary  Weld,  married  Capt.  Daniel  Harris; 
their  son,  Capt.  Daniel  Harris  2d,  married  Abigail  Barns ; 
their  daughter,  Abigail  Harris,  married  Capt,  Joseph  Cornwell; 
their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Cornwell,  married  Dea.  Ichabod  Miller ; 
their  daughter,  Rachel  Miller,  married  Esq.  Eli  Coe; 
their  son,  Col.  Levi  Coe,  married  Sarah  Ward. 


67.  NICHOLAS  DISBROW. 

Nicholas  Disbrow,  Hartford,  1639,  an  immigrant  an- 
cestor, a proprietor  by  courtesy  of  the  town.  His  home  lot 
was  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  to  the  cow  pasture,  now  Main 
street,  not  far  from  the  tunnel. 

He  was  chimney  viewer  1647-55-63  and  69;  sur\^eyor  of 
highways,  1665;  freed  from  training  6th  March,  1673,  when  60 
years  old.  By  reason  of  his  having  been  very  strangely 
molested  by  ‘ ‘stones,  earth  and  cobs  throwm  at  him  from  an 
invisible  hand  ” his  name  is  honored  with  a place  in  Mather’s 
Thaumaturgus, 

From  Conn.  Col.  Records,  1671,  “This  Court  grants 
Nicholas  Disbrow  50  acres  upon  the  account  of  his  service  at 
the  Pequot  war.  ’ ’ 

In  1640  he  married  probably  as  2d  wife  Mary  Bronson,  and 
after  1669,  says  Porter,  he  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Thwaite  Strickland. 

He  died  1683,  aged  71  years. 
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Children  : 

Mary,  married  Obadiah  Spencer. 

Sarah,  married  (57)  Samuel  Eggleston. 

Phebe,  baptized  20th  Dec.,  1646;  married  John  Kelsey. 
Abigail,  married  Robert  Flood. 

Descent:  Nicholas  Disbrow  married ; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Disbrow,  married  Samuel  Eggleston; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Eggleston,  married  Daniel  Prior; 

their  daughter,  Anna  Prior,  married  Edward  Bow ; 

their  daughter,  Martha  Bow,  married  Capt.  William  Ward; 

their  son,  William  Ward,  married  Mary  Miller; 

their  daughter,  Sarah  Ward,  married  Col.  Levi  Coe. 


68.  RICHARD  SANFORD. 

Richard  Sanford,  Boston,  1640,  laborer,  whose  wife, 
Margery,  died  that  year,  admitted  to  church  1641,  Freeman 
1642,  had  daughter  Mary,  who  married  25th  Oct.,  1656,  (55) 
Edward  Turner. 

For  descent  see  55. 


69.  EDWARD  BIRDSEY. 

Edward  BirdsEy  came  from  Reading,  Berkshire  Co., 
Eng.,  to  America  in  1636;  settled  in  Wethersfield;  was  brother 
of  John,  of  Stratford.  Tradition  says  his  children  were  all 
daughters,  one  of  whom  was  ^Catharine,  who  married  (46) 
Joseph  Hawley. 

For  descent,  see  46. 
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ANCESTRY  TRACED  THROUGH  VARIOUS  LINES 
TO  ROBERT  COE/ 

Lyman  A.  MILLS^  Rev.  Charles  L.  Hannah  Coe^ 

EbenezeL’,  Joseph’^  Joseph^,  John^,  Robert^,  Robertb 

Mary  E.  Lyman^  David  Lyman*,  Alma  Coe',  Elisha®, 
Joseph’. 

Alva  B.  CoE^ Enoch*,  Elihu',  Joseph®,  Joseph®. 

Cyrus  Coe*,  Curtis  \ Joseph®,  Joseph®. 

Ward  Coe*,  Joseph^, 'Joseph®,  Joseph®. 

Andrew  J.  Coe^  (dec’d)  Calvin',  Joseph®,  Joseph®. 

Cyrus  Birdsey*,  Esther  Coe',  Joseph®,  Joseph®,  Josephh 

Ajviy  a.  Guy®,  Lucy  Bacon*,  Amy  Coe^,  Nathan®,  David®, 
Joseph^. 

Marietta  Coe  Miller®,  Timothy  Coe*,  Camp^,  Nathan®, 
David®. 

OssiAN  Atkins®,  Lucy  Miller*,  Ruth  Camp^,  Grace  Coe®, 
David®. 

Amelia  Coe*,  Elias  C.^  Seth®,  David®. 

John  W.  Coe®,  Ebenezer  J.*,  Elias  C.®,  Seth®,  David®. 

Eli  Coe  Birdsey®,  Eli*,  Lucy  Coe^  Eli®,  David®. 

Rose  Terrill^®,  Maiy^  Hall®,  Julia  Hale*,  Julia  Stow’, 
Ruth  Coe®,  David®. 

ChristabEL  Coe®,  Cyrus*,  Laura  Stow’,  Ruth  Coe®,  David®. 

Wesley  Coe’®,  Hannah  Bailey®,  LucinaCoe*,  Bela’,  Eli®. 

William  B.  Ives®,  Lucy  Birdsey*,  Lucy  Coe’,  Eli  Coe®. 

Rachel  Baldwin  Wilson®,  Lucy  Coe*,  Rachel’,  Eli®. 

Fannie  s.  Coe  Crawford®,  Harriet  T.  Coe*,  Elias  C.’,  Seth®, 
David®. 

Daisy  Crawford’®,  Fannie  S.  Coe®,  Alvin  B.*,  Col.  Levi’. 

Benjamin  Coe  Crowell’®,  Sarah  Ward  Coe®,  Benjamin  W*., 
Col.  Levi’. 
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Dora  C.  Skinner"®,  Clementine  A.  Miller®,  Aurelia  M.  Coe", 
Col.  Levi'. 

Aevina  Coe  Baldwin®,  Dennis  Coe^  Bela',  Eli®. 

Albert  W.  Coe®,  (Deadwood,  S.  Dakota)  Albert  E.^ 
David',  David®,  David®. 

Emma  Hall  Lyman®,  Harriet  Coe^  Calvin',  Joseph®. 

Minnie  Coe'®,  George®,  Nelson^  Eli',  Eli®,  David®. 

Emma  Camp  Savage®,  Adah  Ann  Camp^Emma  Coe',  Abel  Jr.®, 
Abel®,  Joseph'. 

Emily  H.  Savage  Johnson'®,  Adah  Ann  Camp®,  Lyman  Coe 
Camp®,  Anna  Coe',  Timothy®,  Simeon®,  John',  John®. 

Sherman  Foster  Johnson",  Emily  H.  Savage'®,  Adah  Ann 
Camp®,  Lyman  Coe  Camp®,  Ezra',  Phebe  Baldwin®,  Ruth 
Curtis®,  Hannah  Coe',  John  Coe®. 

William  Savage  Johnson'®,  Emily  H.  Savage®,  Adah  Ann 
Camp®,  Emma  Coe',  Adah  Camp®,  Phebe  Coe®,  John'. 

Nelson  Camp  Johnson\  Sherman  Gilbert  Johnson®,  Samuel 
Camp  Johnson',  Phebe  Camp®,  Phebe  Coe®,  John'^ 

William  Gilmore  Coe®,  Winsted,  JehiaP,  Jonathan',  Jona- 
than®, Jonathan®,  Robert',  John^ 

Wellington  S.  CoE^  Portland,  Heman',  Thomas®,  Jedediah®, 
Robert',  John®. 

Frank  E.  Fowler®,  Maria  Coe®,  Elias  C.',  Seth,®,  David®. 

Rev.  David  B.  Coe®,  Oliver',  James®,  Joseph®,  Joseph'. 

Ellen  E.  Coe  Coffin^  Linus  Coe',  Elisha®,  Joseph®. 

Edward  B.  Miller®,  Meriden,  Samuel',  Hannah  Coe®,  Joseph®. 

Charles  H.  Coe®,  Birmingham,  Ct.,  John®,  John',  John®, 
John®,  Capt,  Ebenezer',  John®. 

David  Coe®,  Stratford,  Ct.,  Dennis',  James®,  James®,  Ebenezer', 
John®. 

Andrew  M.Camp'®,  Durham,  Mary  Aurelia  Coe®,  Merrick  R.®, 
Abraham',  Timothy®,  Simeon®,  John',  John®. 

Capt.  James  N.  Coe®,  (Supt.  Soldiers’  Home),  Nelson  D.®, 
Daniel',  Jonathan®,  Jonathan®,  Robert',  John®. 
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WARD  ANCESTRY  TRACED  THROUGH  VARIOUS 
LINES. 


William  Ward  BAILEY^  Maria  Ward^  William',  William®, 
Capt.  William'^  William^  Thomas*,  William^  Stephenh 

Sarah  Ward  Coe  Crowell’,  Benj.  Ward  Coe*,  Sarah  Ward^ 
WilHam®. 

John  O.  Couch’,  Mar}*  Johnson*,  Mar}*  Ward\  William®. 

Morris  W.  Bacon’,  Elmina  Johnson*,  Mar}*  Ward^  William®. 

Lucina  Miller’,  Rachel  Coe*,  Hannah  Ward',  William®. 

Levi  Coe  Skinner^®,  Clementine  A.  Miller",  Aurelia  M.  Coe*, 
Sarah  Ward',  William®. 

Lucy  D.  Stow  Parker’,  Elizabeth  Ward*,  David',  Edward  , 
William*. 

Lumon  W.  Cook’,  Emeline  Wetmore*,  Lumon',  Anner  Ward  , 
William*. 

Ward  Bailey’,  Eunice  Ward*,  James',  James  T.®,  William  \ 

Osborn  Coe',  Eunice  Ward',  William®. 

Wilbur  B.  Hall^,  Lucy  Birdsey^®,  Lavinia  Bailey’,  Maria 
Ward",  William',  William®. 

Louisa  Miller*®,  Marietta  Coe’,  Amelia  Ward’,  James',  James 

T.®,  Wimarn\ 

Minor  W.  Baldwin^®,  Alvina  Coe’,  Lucy  Birdsey',  Elizabeth 
Ward',  James  T.®,  Capt.  William*. 

May  Scranton’*,  Lavinia  Bailey’,  RoswelP,  Anner  Miller', 
Anner  Ward®,  Capt.  William*. 

George  H.  Ward’*",  William  M.’,  William  B.'',  William', 
William®. 

Eldridge  S.  Ferre e’,  Lucy  Ann  Spencer,  Lucy  Ward', 
William®. 

Elmore  Holloway  Coe  , Elmore  F.’,  Man*  M.  Birdsey', 
Ruth  Ward',  William®. 

Walter  S.  Hatch^L  Dora  C.  Skinner*,  Clementine  A.  Mil- 
ler’, Ichabod’,  Sarah  Edwards  Birdsey',  Martha  Ward®, 
Capt.  William*. 


COE-WARD  MEMORIAE. 


99 


Dwight  S.  Coe’\  William  W.®,  Hannah  Ward’,  William®. 

Fred.  a.  Spencer®,  Waterbury,  Maria  Burton’,  Susannah 
Bronson®,  Stephen^,  Susannah  Southmayd^  Susannah 
Ward^  William^  Stephen^ 

Joseph  Morris  Ward^,  Newark,  N.  J.,  Gov.  Marcus  Law- 
rence Ward®,  Moses’,  James®,  Moses®,  David\  John*, 
John^  Stephen’. 

LkontinE  Bradley^  Maria  Atkins®,  Benjamin’,  Sarah 
Ward®,  Fenner’,  Thomas*,  Thomas*,  William^ 


ANCESTRY  TRACED  THROUGH  VARIOUS  LINES  TO 
THOMAS  MILLER.^ 


Clementine  A.  Miller  Skinner’,  Ichabod  Miller®,  Capt. 
Ichabod®,  Lieut.  Ichabod*,  Dea.  Ichabod*,  (Gov.)  Benja- 
min^, Thomas*. 

Mary  R.  Miller  Skinner®,  Ichabod  Miller’,  Ichabod®,  Eliza- 
beth Bacon®,  Jeremiah*,  Nathaniel*,  Ann  Miller^  Thomas*. 

Rose  Skinner  Coe®,  Almira  Bailey’,  Maria  Ward®,  Wil- 
liam®, Mary  Miller*,  Benjamin*,  Gov.  Benjamin*. 

Mary  Skinner  Terrill®,  Almira  Bailey’,  Maria  Ward®, 
Rhoda  Bacon®,  Phineas*,  Rhoda  Miller*,  Gov.  Benjamin*. 

Lucy  J.  Miller’,  Nancy  Hale®,  Nancy  Miller®,  Giles*,  Giles*, 
Joseph*,  Thomas*. 

Charles  P.  Augur®,  Phineas  M.’,  Phineas®,  Thankful  Mil- 
ler®, Giles*,  Joseph*,  Joseph*,  Thomas*. 

Ellen  M.  Atkins  Cooper®,  Thomas®,  Ithamar*,  Martha 
Miller*,  Gov.  Benjamin*. 

OssiAN  Atkins®,  Lucy  Miller’,  Jacob®,  Jacob®,  William*, 
James*,  Thomas*,  Thomas*. 
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Valerius  Coles*,  Warren^  Lois  Miller'’’,  William^  William^ 
James^ 

Charles  E.  Lyman*,  David\  Alma  Coe®,  Elizabeth  Miller'*, 
Gilesb 

Frank  A.  Coe\  Miranda  F.  Miller®,  Amos%  Elisha*,  Amos^, 
Gov.  Benjamin^ 

Rufus  Hall\  Harley®,  Jemima  Bacon'*,  Phineas*,  Rhoda 
Miller*,  Gov.  Benjamin^ 

Seth  J.  Hall\  Sylvester®,  Jemima  Bacon®,  Sarah  Atkins*, 
Martha  Miller,  Gov.  Benjamin^ 

Seth  E.  Miller®,  Elihii®,  Seth*,  Ichabod^  Benjamin-  (Gov). 

Ella  Skinner  Hall^  Almina  Miller®,  Benjamin'*,  Hezekiah*, 
David^  Gov.  Benjamin^ 

Mary  Birdsey  Foster^  Clarissa  Wilcox®,  Abigail  Bacon’, 
Phineas*,  Rhoda  Miller*,  Gov.  Benjamin^ 

Hezekiah  H.  Miller\  David  B®.,  Ichabod®,  Ichabod*, 
Ichabod\ 

Arthur  W.  Bacon®,  Anna  Stow®,  Obed’,  Elihu*,  Lydia  Mil- 
led, Gov.  Benjamin'^ 

Lucina  Miller  Atkins®,  Almon®,  Jesse®,  Ichabod*,  Ichabod^ 

Minnie  Crowell®,  Sarah  W.  Coe®,  Benjamin  W.®,  Col.  Levi®, 
Rachel  Miller*,  Ichabod^ 

Anna  Crowell  Dodd®,  Sarah  W.  Coe®,  Benjamin  W.®,  Sarah 
Ward®,  Mary  Miller,  Benjamin^ 

Charles  I.  Miller®,  Ira®,  Elizabeth*,  David^,  (Gov.)  Benja- 
min^ 

Lucretia  Rockwell®,  William®,  Esther  Johnson®,  Lucy 
Atkins*,  Martha  Miller,  (Gov.)  Benjamink 

Henry  W.  Skinner®,  Almira  Baile}^®,  Alfred®,  Anner  Miller®, 
Richard*,  Dea.  Ichabod^ 

Waldo  B.  Miller®,  Hiram®,  Hezekiah*,  David^  (Gov.) 
Benjamin^. 

Sheldon  B.  Thorpe®,  North  Haven,  Sukey  Miller®,  Hezekiah*. 

Walter  E.  Coe®,  John  W.®,  Ebenezer®,  Elias  C.®,  Mary 
Miller',  Ichabod®. 
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Oreean  N.  Miller^  Maria\  John  W.^  Jacoh\  William\ 
James^ 

Vaeentine  B.  MIEEER^  Elisha",  Elisha*,  Amos",  (Gov.) 
Benjamin^ 

Frank  I.  Mieeer^  Isaac",  Jeremiah",  Ichabod*,  Ichabod". 
Aevin  Coe  FoweEr\  Maria  Coe",  Elias  C.",  Mary  Miller', 
Ichabod". 

Seeina  BaieEy  Weeks',  Hannah  Miller",  Seth",  Seth*,  Dea. 
Ichabod". 

Eenora  MieeER  Cook',  Richard  Miller",  Jeremiah",  Ichabcd*. 


COUSINS  TRACED  THROUGH  VARIOUS  LINES  TO 
IMMIGRANT  ANCESTORS. 


Lucia  Coe  Markham,  Lucy  Birdsey,  Elizabeth  Ward,  James 
T.,  (i7)Capt.  Wm.,  Anna  Tappin",  James^  (53)  Thomas*. 

Henry  S.  Coe,  Elias  C.,  Seth,  David,  Joseph,  Mary  Hawley, 
(46)  Joseph. 

Hannah  Baieey  Coe,  Lucina  Coe,  Bela,  Eli,  David,  Abigail 
Robinson,  David,  (27)  Thomas*. 

Henry  C.  Robinson,  David  N.,  David,  Timothy,  David, 
David,  (27)  Thomas*. 

Lucy  Atkins  Dowd,  Lucy  Miller,  Ruth  Camp,  Grace  Coe, 
Hannah  Camp,  Nathan,  Joseph,  Nicholas  2d,  (23) 
Nicholas*. 

Lucy  Bacon  Beee,  George  W.  Bacon,  Amy  Coe,  Nathan, 
Hannah  Camp,  Rhoda  Parsons,  Samuel,  (35)  Joseph*. 

Henry  Woodward^,  Charles",  SamueP,  Israel*,  John",  John^, 
(65)  Henry’. 

Virginia  Coe,  Cyrus,  Laura  Hale,  Ruth  Coe,  Hannah  Camp, 
Nathan,  Hannah  Rogers,  Elizabeth  Knowles,  (63)  Alex- 
ander*. 
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Emogene  Miller  Camp,  Rachel  Coe,  Bela,  EH,  Hannah 
Camp,  Rhoda  Parsons,  Samuel,  (35)  Josephh 

Florence  Austin  Meeks,  Ruth  Coe,  Ebenezer  J.,  Elias  C., 
Seth,  Hannah  Camp,  Nathan,  Hannah  Rogers,  Eleazer, 
(61)  Johnh 

Walter  P.  Hall,  Julia  Hale,  Joseph,  Ruth  Coe,  Hannah 
Camp,  Rhoda  Parsons,  Samuel,  Mary  Bliss,  (64)Thomas\ 

Maria  Skinner  Cornwell,  Almira  Bailey,  William  Ward, 
William,  Capt.  William,  Mary  Harris,  Daniel,  Daniel, 
(40)  Thomas\ 

Fannie  Miller  Peckham,  Elbert  Miller,  Ichabod,  Ichabod, 
Elizabeth  Cornwell,  Abigail  Harris,  Abigail  Barns,  (52) 
Thomash 

Hannah  Bailey  Coe,  Lucina  Coe,  Hannah  Ward,  William, 
Capt.  William,  Mary  Harris,  Abigail  Bams,  (52)  Thomash 

David  B.  Miller,  Sarah  E.,  Capt.  Ichabod,  Elizabeth  Corn- 
well,  Joseph^  John^  (29)  Williamh 

Isaac  Cornwell  is  a descendant  of  William  Cornwell  and 
(51)  Paul  Peck. 

Eugene  A.  Hall,  Rufus,  Harley,  Jemima  Bacon,  Phineas, 
Benjamin,  Nathaniel,  Ann  Miller,  (19)  Thomash 

Edward  N.  Hall,  Norman  C.,  Martha  Cone  Hall,  Martha 
Cone,  Hannah  Ackley,  Hannah  Andrews,  Hannah  Kirb}^, 
(47)  Johnh 

Pascal  A.  Skinner,  Almira  Bailey,  Alfred,  Anner  Miller, 
Anner  Ward,  Martha  Bow,  Anna  Prior,  Sarah  Eggleston, 
Samuel',  (56)  Bigoth 

Marion  Inglis,  Ward  Bailey,  Richard  M.,  Anner  Miller, 
Anner  Ward,  Martha  Bow,  Edward",  Samuel',  (32)  Alex- 
ander'. 

Linus  Birdsey,  Rebecca  Cook  Wilcox,  Sylvester,  Rachel 
Dowd,  Sarah  Turner,  Stephen^  Edward^  (55)  Edward'. 

Ella  C.  Birdsey  Curtis,  Linus  Birdsey,  Rebecca  Cook 
Wilcox,  Sylvester,  Rachel  Dowd,  Sarah  Turner,  Hannah 
Doolittle,  Abraham,  Mary  Cornwell,  John®,  John^  Wil- 
liam'. 
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*'  Joseph  R.  HaweEy,  General,  Governor  and  Senator,  is  a de- 
scendant of  (46)  Joseph  Hawley\ 

Elmore  F.  Coe,  Mary  M.  Birdsey",  Seth®,  Abel,®  John*,  AbeF, 
John%  John*. 

John  Williams  Coe,  John  W.  Coe,  Phebe  Birdsey,  John®, 
John®,  John*,  AbeP,  John^  John*. 

Frank  B.  Coe,  Betsy  M.  Birdsey,  Samuel®,  Gershom®,  John-. 

Dr.  John  Bailey,  Alfred  M.,  Maria  Ward,  William,  William, 
Martha  Bow,  Anna  Prior,  Sarah  Eggleston,  Sarah  Dis- 
brow,  (67)  Nicholas*. 

Enoch  Birdsey®,  Daniel  H.”^,  Samuel®,  Gershom®,  John"*, 
AbeP,  John^  John*. 

Edwin  P.  Augur,  Phineas  M.,  Phineas,  Thankful  Miller, 
Giles,  Joseph,  Rebecca  Johnson,  NathanieP,  Isaac^,  (37) 
John*. 

Alfred  H.  Augur,  Phineas  M.,  Esther  Kirby,  Nehemiah^ 
John^  (47)  John*. 

Francis  Atwater',  Henryk  Willis^  Timothy",  Samuel', 
DanieP,  SamueP,  (45)  David*. 

Florence  Foster  Boardman,  Adah  Ann  Camp,  Eyman’', 
Ezra®,  Elah",  Nathan^  Joseph®,  Nicholas®,  (23)  Nicholas*. 

Clarence  P.  Bradley®,  Harriet  E.  Peck’,  Selden®,  Eemuel", 
Amos\  Samuel®,  Samuel®,  Paul*. 

Irving  H.  Skinner,  Eevi  C.,  Henry  W.,  Almira  Bailey, 
Maria  Ward,  William,  William,  Capt.  William,  Mary 
Harris,  Daniel,  Daniel,  Mary  Weld,  (66)  Joseph. 
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JohnCoe^,  son  of  Robert\  accompanied  his  father  to  Water- 
town,  Wethersfield,  Stamford,  Hempstead  and  Newto\^.  In 
the  last  named  place  he  enjoj^ed  much  distinction,  held  the 
offices  of  magistrate,  deputy  and  overseer;  and  was  prominent 
in  all  the  affairs  of  the  town. 

John  Coe  had  a flouring  mill.  In  1660  he  indicted  a man 
for  taking  corn  from  his  mill;  the  culprit  after  being  made  to 
make  amends  to  Capt.  Coe,  was  sentenced  “to  walk  from  Mr. 
Doughty’s  house,  with  two  rods  under  each  arm,  and  the 
drum  beating  before  him,  until  he  came  to  Mr.  Jessup’s  house, 
and  then  he  is  to  have  his  liberty.’’ 

The  following  is  from  Hinman’s  Early  Settlers  of  Con- 
necticut : 

“At  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut,  Oct.  14th,  1669,  the 
Court  was  informed  that  the  people  of  Rye  had  no  orthodox 
minister,  and  did  not  take  due  care  to  procure  one,  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  Lord  on  the  Sabbath  and  instruct  them,  etc. , 
but  seemed  to  rest  satisfied  without  ‘ ‘in  the  improvement  of 
John  Coe  and  Marniaduke  Smith,’’  who  had  been  represented 
to  the  Court  “as  persons  unsound  and  heterodox  in  their  judg- 
ments,’’ etc.,  therefore  the  Court  empowered  Mr.  Nathan  Gold 
and  any  three  commissioners  of  that  county,  to  require  said  Coe 
and  Smith,  or  “any  others  of  that  town  to  appear  before 
them’’  and  if  the  facts  should  appear  to  them  as  had  been 
represented  to  the  Court,  to  give  them  no  opportunity  “to 
sowe  the  seeds  of  error  amonge  the  people  there,’’  also  to  in- 
form the  people  of  Rye,  that  the  Court  were  resolved  if  the  said 
people’s  prudent  consideration  did  not  move  them  to  provide 
“a  suitable  person,  sound  and  orthodox  in  his  principles,  and 
apt  to  teach’’  and  approved  hy  Mr.  Bishop  of  Stamford,  Mr. 
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Hanford  of  Norwalk,  Mr.  Eliphalet  Jones  of  Fairfield  and 
Mr.  Wakeman  that  the  Court  would  procure  and  settle  a 
minister  among  them  and  take  sufficient  order  that  he  should 
be  maintained  by  them. 

It  appears  by  these  facts  that  John  Coe  resided  at  Rye  in 
1669  and  being  a leading  man  there,  was  selected  by  the  Court 
to  whip  into  their  traces,  expecting  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Rye  would  follow  Coe  and  Smith’s  example.” 

Children  of  John  Coe^: 

RoberC,  settled  in  Newtown,  L,.  I.,  Bns.  and  Capt.,  died 
1734,  aged  75. 

John^  Judge  of  Queen’s  Co.,  L I.,  vestryman  at  Jamaica. 
Jonathan^  died  about  1750. 

SamueF,  born  1672;  married  Margaret  Van  Zandt,  daugh- 
ter of  John;  died  1742. 

Davidl 


Benjamin  Coe,  son  of  RoberF,  born  in  England  1629.  He 
accompanied  his  father  in  all  his  removals;  married  Abigail 
Carmen,  and  spent  the  latter  part  of  life  in  Jamaica.  His 
grandson,  Benjamin,  born  1702,  removed  to  Newark,  N.  J., 
and  died  1787.  He  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was  killed  in 
the  Revolutionary  war;  his  descendants  are  numerous  in  New 
Jersey. 

1705  Robert  Coe^,  son  of  John^  Robert\  was  church  war- 
dent  in  Jamaica. 

Children  : 

John,  born  1702;  died  1748. 

Robert,  born  1707;  died  1777. 

Samuel,  born  1712. 


Benjamin  Coe*,  whose  grandfather  was  Benjamin^  (Dr. 
Patterson  says  his  father  is  unknown)  settled  at  Newark, 
N.  J.;  died  1787. 
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Children  of  Benjamin  Coe*  and  Abigail  Woodward  : 

Benjamin^  married  Phebe  Horton,  daughter  of  Rev.  Simon 
Horton. 

(Annals  of  Newtown  speak  of  him  as  the  late  Judge  Coe.) 

Jonathan^,  in  Revolutionary’  war;  died  in  prison. 

Mary’,  married  William  Howard,  son  of  Edward  Howard 
and  Susannah  Fisk. 

Children  of  John  Coe*,  son  of  John^  ,RoBERT^  Robert*, 
AND  Hannah  Parmelee: 

John\  bom  9th  Jan.,  1719;  married  Anna,  Feb.  7,  1745. 

Simeon^  bom  Haddam,  226.  March,  1721. 

Sybil,  bom  5th  May’,  1723;  married  Joseph  Hull  of  Dur- 
ham. 

Sarah,  bom  13th  Dec.,  1726;  Tamer,  bom  22d  Oct.,  1729; 
Lois,  bom  13th  Aug.,  1732;  Phebe,  bom  21st  Jan., 
1736,  married  Samuel  Camp;  Eunice. 


Ebenezer  Coe*  (son  of  John*)  who  married  Mary’  Blake- 
man,  resided  on  the  same  spot  in  Stratford,  occupied  by’  his 
father;  his  son,  Ebenezer,  bom  1735;  his  grandson,  John, 
Ebenezer,  bom  1769;  his  great-grandson,  John,  bom  1804;  and 
his  great-great-grandson,  John  Henry’,  bom  1832,  making  in  all 
six  generations  that  have  occupied  this  homestead,  and  Robert^ 
father  of  John*,  also  lived  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street. 

Capt.  Ebenezer  Coe*,  son  of  Ebenezer*  and  Mary  Blakeman,, 
gives  the  following  account  of  his  sufferings  from  his  own 
pen  : 

“An  account  of  singular  misfortunes  and  deliverances 
which  befel  me  during  the  contest  w’ith  Great  Britain  for 
American  liberty’,  viz  : August  the  13th,  A.  D.,  1776,  marched 

to  New  York  with  my’  company,  as  lieutenant,  at  the  time;  and 
on  the  15th  of  Sept.,  providentially  escaped  from  the  enemy’  out 
of  said  place  to  Harlem  Hills,  discharged  25th  and  arrived 
home  the  27th  of  Sept.;  sick  for  some  months,  and  the  25th  of 
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April,  1777,  12  o’clock  at  night,  marched  to  Fairfield;  the  next 
day  to  Danbury;  27th  to  Ridgefield,  being  Ford’s  day,  attacked 
the  enemy;  received  a musket  ball  through  my  head,  which 
cut  ofif  part  of  my  right  ear,  and  carried  away  my  right  eye. 
I fell  as  dead  for  a time,  but  recovered  to  my  thoughts  after 
being  inhumanly  stabbed  by  a bayonet  in  my  side,  and  right 
hand,  while  unfeelingly  by  me.  I lay  as  dead,  which  perhaps 
was  the  means  of  turning  the  stream  of  blood  another  way — 
of  saving  my  life.  I this  time  being  come  to  my  thoughts,  was 
insulted,  abused,  robbed,  and  repeatedly  threatened  with 
death,  but  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Ford,  which  delivered 
me  from  death,  and  from  the  hands  of  my  enemies,  which 
heard  my  cry  in  the  height  of  distress,  as  in  the  I42d  Psalm; 
and  brought  me  to  my  house  the  21st  day  of  May.” 

“Bless  the  Lord  oh  my  soul 
and  forget  not  all  his  benefits.” 

Julius  Coe  of  West  Haven  and  the  Coes  of  Ansonia  are 
descendants  of  Kbenezer*. 


Robert  Coe^  son  of  John^,  married  Barbara  Parmelee. 
Children  : 

Jonathan,  born  1710;  married  Elizabeth  Elmer. 

Martha,  born  21st  March,  1712-13. 

Ebenezer,  born  1715;  married  Jane  Elmer. 

Mary,  born  nth  April,  1717. 

Robert,  born  nth  June,  1719;  died  young. 

Hannah,  baptized  April,  1721. 

Robert,  baptized  June,  1723. 

Jedediah,  born  4th  Aug.,  1725;  married  Elizabeth  Wilcox; 
settled  in  Guilford. 

Thomas,  born  i8th  May,  1727;  married  ist,  Abigail,  2d, 
Fois  Cowles,  3d,  Mrs.  Mary  Godell  Keyes. 
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Reuben,  born  17th  Nov.,  1728;  married  Rachel  Roberts; 

2d,  Mary  Allen. 

William,  born  29th  April,  1730. 

Rachel,  born  6th  Sept.,  1732. 

All  except  Jedediah  were  baptized  in  Durham.  The  Coes 
of  Torrington,  Winsted,  Guilford  and  Madison  are  generally 
descendants  of  Robert*. 


Ephraim  Coe*  married  Hannah  Miller,  daughter  of  (Gov.) 
Benjamin. 

Children  : 

Ephraim,  born  1724;  Samuel,  born  1726;  Timothy,  born 
1728;  died  1733;  Aaron,  born  1730-1;  Daniel,  died 
3^oung;  Seth,  born  1734;  Enoch,  born  1736;  Mary,  born 
1739-40.  

Abel  Coe%  son  of  Joseph*,  born  1727;  married  23d  Jan., 
1756;  Prudence  Rossiter. 

Children  : 

Elijah;  Charles,  born  12th  July,  1760;  married  Hannah 
Bates . 

Jerusha,  Abel  and  Mary. 

Abel  Coe’s  will,  1796,  mentions  daughter  Jerusha  Parmelee 
and  sons,  Elijah,  Charles  and  Asher. 


Children  of  Josiah  CoE^  son  of  Joseph*. 

Joseph,  born  i8th  March,  1748-9;  Rhoda,  born  ist  Feb., 
1750;  Phineas,  born  5th  June,  1753;  Miles,  born  24th 
Sept.,  1755;  Asher,  born  9th  Sept.,  1757. 

Josiah  Coe’s  will,  1798,  mentions  wife  Hannah,  sons 
Joseph,  Phineas  and  Asher;  daughters  Rhoda,  wife  of  Stephen 
Tuttle;  Sarah,  wife  of  James  Francis;  Hannah,  wife  of  David 
Bannien. 
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Joseph  CoE^  son  of  Joseph*,  born  5th  Sept.,  1713;  married 
Hannah  Parmelee,  Dec.  23d,  1736.  She  and  her  only  child, 
Phineas,  died  1737,  after  which,  1739,  he  married  Abigail 
Curtis,  and  died  at  Middlefield  June  loth,  1784,  aged  71,  leav- 
ing ten  children,  to  wit : 

James,  born  19th  Nov.,  1740;  married  Rachel  Benton. 
Hannah,  born  9th  May,  1743;  married  Isaac  Miller. 
Abigail,  born  9th  Jan.,  1745;  died  30th  May,  1749. 

Anne,  born  9th  Jan.,  1747;  married  Stephen  Parsons. 
Curtiss  (Rev.),  born  21st  July,  1750;  married  Anne 
Thompson. 

Joseph,  born  31st  May  1753;  married  Elizabeth  Cornwell. 
Ebenezer,  born  19th  July,  1755;  married  Cleopatra 
Conklin. 

Joel,  born  17th  May,  1758;  married  Huldah  Horton;  2d, 
Hepsibah  Swift. 

Abigail,  born  7th  May,  1761;  married  Chandler  Otis. 
Elisha,  born  1 6th  Dec.,  1763;  married  Elizabeth  Miller. 


Rev.  Curtiss  Coe®  had  eight  children,  to  wit : Joseph, 

Abigail,  Ebenezer,  Curtiss,  Polly,  Ann,  John  and  Benjamin. 

Beta  Coe^,  son  of  Esq.  Eli®,  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
(18)  William  Ward. 

Chiedren  : 

Dennis,  married  Lucy  Birdsey,  daughter  of  William’^, 
Seth^  AbeP,  John*. 

William,  married  Lucina  Cook,  aunt  of  Lumon  W.  Cook. 
Lucina,  married  Roswell  Bailey,  son  of  Oliver. 

Watson,  married  Louisa  Bacon. 

Andrew,  married  Caroline  Coe,  daughter  of  Calvin^. 
Rachel,  married  Elbert  Miller,  son  of  Ichabod®  and 
Sarah  E. 

Bela  Coe  married  2d,  Ruth  (Ward)  Birdsey,  widow  of 
Seth. 
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Lucy  Coe,  daughter  of  Esq.  Eli®,  married  Gershom  Bird- 
sey,  son  of  Gershom. 

Children  : 

Eli  C.  Birdsey,  married  Rebecca  Wilcox. 

Julia,  died  young. 

Alanson,  married  Clarissa  Wilcox. 

Delia,  married  Orsamus  Crocker. 

Edwin,  married  Lavinia  BailejL 
Lucy,  married  William  J.  Ives. 


Eli  Coe,  son  of  Esq.  Eli®,  married  Lois  Coe,  daughter  of 
Joseph*. 

Children  : 

Nelson,  married  Phebe  Crowell. 

Lewis,  married  Sophia  Coe,  daughter  of  Elias  C.‘ 

Russel,  married  Catharine  Birdsey,  daughter  of  Seth®. 
Isaac,  married  Sarah  Bacon,  daughter  of  Eben. 

Eunice,  married Bliss. 

Joseph  E.,  married  Laura  Miller;  2d,  Miss  Root. 


Rachel  Coe,  daughter  of  Esq.  Eli®,  married  Elihu  Coe, 
son  of  Josephs 

Children  : 

Enoch,  married  Mar}^  M.  Birdsey,  daughter  of  Seth®  and 
Ruth  Ward  BirdsejL 
Luther,  married  Ansta  Wilcox. 

Lucjq  married  Isaac  W.  Baldwin. 


Nathan  Coe®,  sonofCapt.  David^  married  Abigail  Parsons . 

Children  : 

Sanford. 

Camp,  married  ist,  Marj^  Crowell;  2d,  Elizabeth  Clark. 
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Nathan,  married  Jerusha  Coe,  daughter  of  David®,  Capt. 
David®. 

Ruth,  married  James  Tucker. 

Clarissa,  married  Heman  Stone. 

Rhoda,  married  David  Ward. 

Amy,  married  John  Bacon. 

Abigail,  married  Ichabod  Allen. 


Jesse  Coe®,  son  of  Capt.  David’,  Joseph^  married  Abigail 
Miller,  daughter  of  Amos^,  (Gov.)  Benjamin. 

Children  ; 

Eunice,  Jesse,  Ezra,  (Abigail  died  young),  Abigail  again. 

Mary  Coe,  daughter  of  Capt.  David®,  married  Daniel 
Hudson. 

Children  : 

Hannah,  Rhoda,  Molly,  Grace,  Daniel  C.,  Eunice,  Adah, 
Barzillia,  Sarah  and  Clarissa. 


David  Coe®,  son  of  Capt.  David®,  married  3d  Nov.,  1768, 
Jerusha  Miller,  daughter  of  David. 

Children  : 

Brainard,  Jerusha,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Sally,  Parmelia, 
David,  Eunice  and  Samuel. 


Adah  Coe,  daughter  of  Capt.  David®,  married  David 
Brainard  Miller^,  son  of  David®,  (Gov.)  Benjamin®,  and  had 
David,  Calvin,  Elias  and  Rhoda. 


Seth  Coe,  son  of  Capt.  David®,  married  Mary  Miller, 
daughter  of  (22)  Ichabod,  and  had  Dana,  Cornwall,  Ezra,  Amos 
and  Elias  C. 
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Ruth  Coe,  daughter  of  Capt.  Davids  married  Joshua 
Stow,  son  of  Elihu,  Eliakim,  who  married  Lydia  Miller, 
daughter  of  (Gov.)  Benjamin,  and  had  Julia,  who  married 
Joseph  Hale,  grandfather  of  Walter  P.  Hall  of  Middlefield; 
Albert,  and  Laura,  who  married  Curtis  Coe,  son  of  Joseph®. 


Grace  Coe,  daughter  of  Capt.  David",  married  Luke  Camp. 


Children  : 

Elias,  Xoyes  and  Ruth,  and  perhaps  others. 


Col.  Elisha  Coe®,  son  of  Joseph  , Joseph^  married  Eliza- 
beth Miller,  daughter  of  Giles*,  Joseph*,  Joseph^,  Thomas*. 

Children  : 

Alma,  married  William  Lyman. 

Sina.  married  Alanson  Lyman. 

Ashur  M.,  married  Abigail  Wilcox. 

Linus,  married  ist,  Betsy  Rice;  2d,  Maria  Seward. 
Sophia,  Roswell,  Edwin,  Delia  and  Lucia. 


Joseph  Coe^  grandson  of  (4)  Capt.  Joseph,  married  Eliza- 
beth Cornwell. 

Children  : 

Elihu*,  born  Aug.,  17S0;  married  Rachel  Cc-e,  daughter  of 
(6)  Esq.  Eli. 

Millicent,  bom  25thMarch,  1782;  married  Fairchild  Camp. 

Joseph*,  bom  31st  Jan.,  17S4  ; married  Eunice  Ward, 
daughter  of  (18 » William. 

Curtis',  bom  9th  Jan.,  1786;  married  Laura  Stow,  daugh- 
ter of  Joshua. 

Lois,  born  6th  Jan.,  1788;  married  Eli  Coe,  son  of  Esq. 
EH. 

Esther,  bom  6th  Jan.,  1790;  married  John  Birdsey®,  son 
of  John*,  John'. 
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Enoch,  born  25th  Oct.,  1791;  died  21st  Oct.,  1798. 
Calvin,  born  nth  April,  1794;  married  Harriet  Rice 
Euther,  born  ist  June,  1796;  died  20th  Oct.,  1798. 
Cyrus,  born  8th  May,  1798;  died  22d  Sept.,  1822. 


Curtis  Coe\  married  Eaura  Stow,  daughter  of  Judge 
Joshua  Stow. 

Children  : 

Marianne,  married  Henry  Wilcox. 

Cyrus,  married  Emma  Abel. 


Esther  Coe,  daughter  of  Joseph^  married  John  Birdsey. 
Children  : 

Smith,  Sarah,  John,  Phebe,  Cyrus,  Mary  and  Martha. 


Calvin  Coe^  son  of  Joseph®,  married  Harriet  Rice,  daugh- 
ter of  Hezekiah. 

Children  : 

Harriet,  Caroline,  Jane,  Frances,  Charles  C.,  Andrew  J., 
Henry,  Winfield  and  Edith. 


James  T.  Ward,  son  of  (17)  Capt.  William,  married  Eliza- 
beth Miller,  daughter  of  (22)  Dea.  Ichabod. 

Children : 

James,  married  Eunice,  daughter  of  Gershom  Birdsey  ist. 
Elizabeth,  married  William  Birdsey,  son  of  Abel. 
Sylvester. 

Edward  Ward,  son  of  (17)  Capt.  William,  married  Eydia 
Atkins,  daughter  of  Thomas  Atkins  and  Martha  Miller 
(Martha  Miller  was  daughter  of  (20)  Gov.  Benjamin.) 

Son  David  Ward  married  Rhoda  Coe,  daughter  of  Nathan®, 
Capt.  Davids 
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David  Ward  and  Rhoda  Coe  had  Elizabeth,  who  married 
W^arren  P.  Stow,  and  Diantha,  who  married  S5*lvanus  Nichols 
2d. 


Axxer  Ward,  daughter  of  (17)  Capt.  William,  married 
I St,  Richard  Miller,  son  of  (22)  Dea.  Ichabod;  2d.  Joseph 
Wetmore,  grandfather  of  Lumon  W.  Cook;  3d,  Capt.  David 
Birdse3'\ 

Martha  Ward,  daughter  of  (17)  Capt.  William,  married 
Capt.  David  Birdsej^^  father  of  Sarah  Edwards  Birdse\’,  who 
married  Capt.  Ichabod  Miller. 


Dr.  Asher  Ward,  son  of  (17)  Capt.  William,  married 
Abiel,  and  had  Alfred,  bom  21st  Sept.,  1787. 

William  Ward,  son  of  (18)  William,  married  Rhoda 
Bacon,  daughter  of  Phineas. 

Children  : 

William  B.,  married  Am}*  Driggs;  died  1863,  aged  75, 
Maria,  married  Capt.  Alfred  Baile}*,  son  of  Oliver. 
Caroline,  married  Nathaniel  Cook. 

The  widow,  married  2d,  Lucius  Cook,  and  had  Benjamin. 
Lucina,  married  William  Coe,  son  of  Bela,  Esq.  Eli*. 
Wilson,  married  Emeline  Wetmore,  daughter  of  Lumon. 


Molly  Ward,  daughter  of  (18)  William,  married  Asa 
Johnson. 

Children  : 

Timoth}*,  settled  in  Charleston,  S.  C.;  married  his  wife 
there. 

Harriet,  married  Amos  Coe,  grandson  of  (5)  Capt.  David 
Coe. 

Levin,  married  Louisa  Brainard. 
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Mary,  married  John  Couch,  mother  of  John  O.  of  Middle- 
field. 

Elmina,  married  William  Bacon,  removed  to  New  London. 
Ellen,  married  Tilton. 


Ruth  Ward,  daughter  of  (18)  William,  married  Seth 
Birdsey,  son  of  AbeP. 

Children : 

Mary  M.,  married  Enoch  Coe,  son  of  Elihub 
Catharine,  married  Russel  Coe,  son  of  Eli  2d,  Esq.  EIP. 
Alva,  died  1817,  aged  18  years. 


Lucy  Ward,  daughter  of  (18)  William,  married  Ezra 
Spencer. 

Children : 

Schuyler,  died  young. 

Lucy  Ann,  married  Robert  Ferree;  died  1885. 

Samuel,  married  Sarah  Rossiter;  died  1886. 


Eunice  Ward,  daughter  of  (18)  William,  married  Capt. 
Joseph  Coe\ 

Children : 

Phineas,  Osborn  and  Ward. 


Thomas  Miller^,  son  of  Thomas^  married  Elizabeth 
Turner,  28th  March,  1688. 

Children  : 

Thomas,  born  30th  Aug.,  1692. 

Abigail,  born  loth  Sept.,  1694. 

By  2d  wife,  Mary  Rowell,  had  Mary,  bom  1697, 

1713;  Stephen,  1699;  James,  1700;  Elizabeth,  1702;  Eunice, 
1704;  Patience,  1706;  Deborah,  born  1708,  died  1713. 
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Rebecca  Miller,  daughter  of  (20)  Gov.  Benjamin^ 
married  David  Robinson®,  son  of  David*,  Thomas*,  and  had 
Anna,  bom  5th  Dec.,  1720;  married  Gideon  Canneld. 
David,  bom  4th  March,  1722:  John,  bom  25th  June,  1723. 
Dan,  bom  2d  May,  1725;  married  Abigail  Curtis. 

Rebecca,  bom  5th  Dec.,  1726:  married  David  Parsons. 
Timothy,  bom  29th  Aug.,  172S;  married  Catharine  Rose. 
Phineas,  bom  24th  Jul\*,  1729;  married  Susannah  Fenn. 
James,  bom  loth  June.  1751:  married  Amy  Spellman. 
Joel,  bom  31st  March,  1733. 

Maiy,  bom  7th  Dec.,  1734:  married  Reginald  M.  Moore. 
Xoah,  bom  29th  May,  1736;  married  Hannah  Parmelee. 
Abigail,  bom  9th  March,  173S:  married  Samuel  Kinman. 
Asher,  bom  4th  May  1740;  married  Margery  Butler. 


Lydia  Miller,  daughter  of  ^2o>  Gov.  Benjamin,  married 
Eliahim  Stow,  and  had  Eliakim,  Sarah,  Ehhu,  Maiy,  Dan, 
Catharine  and  Beniamin. 

Amos  Miller’,  son  of  (20';  Gov.  Benjamin,  married  Abigail 
Cornwell,  daughter  of  (311  Capt.  Joseph,  and  had  Ebenezer, 
Amos,  Abigail,  Daniel.  EEsha.  and  Joseph. 

Martha  Miller,  daughter  of ' 201  Gov.  Benjamin*,  married 
Thomas  Atkins,  son  of  Ephraim,  and  had  Mary,  Martha, 
Jemima.  Sarah,  Lydia,  Rhoda,  Lucy  and  Ithamar. 

Rhoda  Miller,  daughter  of  ;2o'  Gov.  Benjamin*,  married 
Benjamin  Bacon  , son  Nathaniel*,  Nathaniel*,  and  had  Hannah, 
Marcy,  Benjamin,  Ebenezer,  Phineas  and  Mary. 

Da\td  Miller’,  son  of  jao)  Gov.  Benjamin’,  married  21st 
July,  1743,  Elizabeth  Brainard,  daughter  of  Hezekiah;  she 
died  Sth  Oct.,  1773,  and  he  married  2d.  24th  May,  1775, 
Abigail  Ely.  Children  mentioned  in  his  will,  17S7: 
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David  Brainard,  married  Adah  Coe,  daughter  of  (5)  Capt. 
David  Coe. 

Hezekiah,  married  Sarah  Bradley. 

Jerusha,  married  David  Coe,  son  of  (5)  Capt.  David. 
Elizabeth,  married  Elisha  Miller,  daughter  of  Amos^’ 
Esther  and  Dorothy. 


Joseph  MIEEER^  son  of  Joseph^  Thomas^  married  Aug. 
5th,  1723,  Thankful  Hubbard. 

Children  : 

Giles,  born  1725,  George  1728,  Smith  1730,  Rebecca  1733 
and  Hulda,  1734. 


James  Miller^,  son  of  Thomas^  Thomas^  married  Rachel 
Tryon,  July  4th,  1723. 

Children  : 

William,  born  1724;  married  Eunice  Clark,  26th  Sept., 
1764. 

Mary,  born  1727,  Phebe  1732,  James  1735,  Rachel  1737. 


William  Miller^,  son  of  James^  Thomas^  Thomas^ 
married  ist,  Chloe  Warner,  Jan.  nth,  1770; 

Children  ; 

Eois,  Eucy,  Oliver,  Chloe.  His  wife  died  and  he  married 
2d,  Eucy  Pelton  Oct.  7,  1779,  and  had  Chloe,  Clarissa,  Belle, 
Betsey  and  Nancy  (twins),  and  Charley. 


Elisha  MILLER^  son  of  Amos^  (20)  Gov.  Benjamin^, 
married  Elizabeth  Miller,  daughter  of  David^  (20)  Gov.  Benja- 
min^, Thomas^  and  had  Abel,  Abigail,  Elizabeth,  Jerusha, 
Mary,  Esther,  Elisha,  Eunice,  Ira,  George,  Col.  Amos. 


Isaac  Miller*,  son  of  Ens.  Benjamin^,  married  Hannah 
Coe,  daughter  of  Joseph®,  Joseph*,  and  had 
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Phineas,  bom  226.  Jan.,  1764;  married  Catharine  Green. 
Isaac,  born  21st  March,  1766;  married  Irene  Miller, 
daughter  of  Lieut.  Ichabod. 

Hannah,  born  3d  Aug.,  1768;  married  Phineas  Johnson. 
Anna,  born  19th  Feb.,  1771;  married  Obed  Stow. 

Olive,  born  July,  1773;  married  Asher  Wetmore. 

Ruth,  born  31st  March,  1776;  married  EHhu  Birdsey. 
Curtiss,  born  9th  July,  1779;  died  young. 

Samuel,  born  22d  Jan.,  1782;  married  Mary  Gilbert. 
Lucre tia,  born  ist  July,  1784;  married  Charles  Hubbard; 
2d,  Marvin  Thomas. 

Cornelia,  born  ist  Sept.,  1790;  died  young. 


Seth  MIEEER^  son  of  (22)  Dea.  Ichabod,  married  Hannah 
Parsons;  15th  Jan.,  1772,  and  had  Joel,  Abigail,  Seth,  Eli, 
Aaron,  Hannah,  Joshua,  EHhu,  Joseph  and  Rachel. 


Richard  MIEEER^  son  of  (22)  Dea.  Ichabod,  by  ist  wife, 
Mary  Elton,  married  Anner  Ward,  daughter  of  (17)  Capt. 
William®,  ist  of  Aug.,  1768,  and  had  James. 

Anner,  born  1771,  married  Capt.  Oliver  Bailey. 

Patty;  married  Joseph  Bradford. 


Lieut.  Ichabod  MieeerS  son  of  (22)  Dea.  Ichabod, 
married  Elizabeth  Bacon,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Bacon. 
Children : 

Irene,  married  Isaac  Miller,  son  of  Isaac. 

Rhoda;  married  William  Babbitt. 

Sally,  married  Jonathan  Turner. 

Elizabeth;  died  unmarried. 

Jesse,  married  Susan  Wetmore;  2d,  Mrs.  Sarah  Prior. 
Jeremiah,  married  Mary  Ives. 

Capt.  Ichabod,  married  Sarah  Edwards  Birdsey,  daughter 
of  Capt.  David. 
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Capt.  Ichabod  MieeER^,  son  of  lyieut.  Ichabod,  married 
Sarah  E.  Birdsey,  daughter  of  Davids 
Children; 

Electa,  born  3d  July,  1796;  married  Ira  Miller",  son  of 
Elisha^  Amos^  (Gov.)  Benjamin^ 

Martha,  born  15th  April,  1799;  married  Bethuel  Roberts. 

Sarah  E.,  born  31st  July,  1802;  married  Almon  Miller^ 
sonof  Jesse^  Eieut.  Ichabod^  (22)  Dea.  Ichabod^  (Gov.) 
Benjamin^. 

David  B.,  born  5th  March,  1805;  married  Nancy  Hale, 
daughter  of  Hezekiah. 

Eouisa,  born  ist  Oct.,  1807;  married  Isaac  Miller. 

Ichabod,  born  13th  March,  1810;  married  Aurelia  M.  Coe, 
daughter  of  (7)  Col.  Eevi. 

Jesse,  born  17th  April,  1815;  married  Roxana  Coe,  daugh- 
ter of  Elias  C.^  Seth®,  (5)  Capt.  David". 

Elbert,  born  20th  May,  1818;  married  Rachel  Coe,  daugh- 
ter of  Bela,  (6)  Esq.  Elf. 


(Gov.)  Benjamin  Miller  deeded  to  son  (Ens.)  Benjamin  in 
''^1727,  180  acres  of  land,  bounded  east  on  highway,  west  on 
Wallingford  (new  Meriden)  bounds,  north  on  Thomas  Allen, 
south  on  land  formerly  of  Capt.  Daniel  Harris,  being  2 miles 
and  45  rods  long,  and  ^ mile  in  breadth,  with  “reservation  for 
thwart  highway  according  to  forty  acres  in  a square  mile.” 
Perhaps  the  homestead  of  Eyman  A.  Mills  is  upon  the 
above  tract.  This  homestead  was  owned  by  Esq.  Isaac  Miller, 
a son  of  Ens.  Benjamin  Miller. 

(Gov.)  Benjamin  Miller  deeded  to  son  (Dea.)  Ichabod  in 
1733-4,  120  acres,  bounded  east  on  a place  by  the  falls,  where 
it  is  supposed  will  be  a highway,  west  on  Wallingford  bounds, 
north  on  John  Chilson,  south  on  Eliakim  Stow. 

Perhaps  the  above  is  the  Terrill,  Elihu  Miller,  Roswell 
Bailey,  and  Jeremiah  Miller  property,  as  three  of  Dea.  Ichabod 
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Miller’s  sons  owned  later  three  of  the  places  to  wit:  Lieut. 

Ichabod  the  Jeremiah  Miller  place,  Richard  the  Roswell  Bailey 
place,  and  Seth  the  Elihu  Miller  place.  The  old  red  house 
which  stood  on  the  Terrill  place,  may  have  been  the  homestead 
of  Dea.  Ichabod. 

(Gov.)  Benjamin  Miller  deeded  to  son  Amos  in  1734-5, 
156  acres  with  dwelling  house  and  barn,  east  on  Moses 

Parsons,  west  on Wetmore,  north  on  Joseph  Rockwell 

and  Stephen  Turner,  south  on  owm  land — (probably  the  Col. 
Amos  Miller  neighborhood.) 

(Gov.)  Benjamin  deeded  to  son  David  in  1741,  25  acres  on 
south  side  of  highway  near  where  my  now  dwelling  house  now 
stands,  west  on  John  Lyman;  also  5 acres  on  north  side  of 
highwa}%  which  is  the  highway  that  runs  east  and  west  by  m}^ 
dwelling  house,  athwart  my  lot,  (probably  the  Hiram  Miller 
neighborhood.) 

(Gov.)  Benjamin  Miller  deeded  to  son  Benjamin  in  1746, 
18  acres:  North  on  highway  and  Chilson,  east  and  south  on 
Benj.  Jr.,  the  east  line  running  to  a spring  with  4 of  grist  mill 
standing  near  EHakim  Stow’s.  (Eliakim  Stow  married  Gov. 
Benjamin  Miller’s  daughter.) 

(Gov.)  Benjamin  Miller  deeded  to  son  Ichabod  in  1746,  22 
acres,  north  and  west  by  highway,  east  by  land  this  day 
deeded  to  Benjamin,  Jr.,  south  by  Eliakim  Stow  with  of 
grist  mill. 

(Gov.)  Benjamin  Miller  deeded  to  Ephraim  Coe,  who  mar- 
ried Hannah  Miller,  a daughter  of  (Gov.)  Benjamin,  a portion 
of  the  Lyman  farm. 

It  is  said  that  the  early  Millers  owned  also  large  quantities 
of  land  in  the  Falls  district  and  in  the  north  part  of  Middle- 
field. 

Mercy  Bassett  Miller,  widow  of  Gov.  Benjamin  (the  record 
is  “Mary”  Miller),  deeded  1748  “To  children  Amos,  David, 
Lydia  Stow,  Martha  Atkins  and  Rhoda  Bacon  100  acres  of 
land,  one-half  to  Amos  and  David,  and  one-half  to  L3"dia, 
Martha  and  Rhoda. 
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Bounded  north  partly  on  John  Lyman,  and  David  Miller 
and  highway,  east  on  Ephraim  Coe,  Thomas  Parsons  and 
Simeon  Parsons,  south  on  Durham  line  and  Moses  Parsons, 
west  on  Moses  Parsons,  highway  and  John  Lyman’s  land, 
with  all  the  buildings  and  fences  and  land  which  was  given 
me  by  my  deceased  husband.” 


BURIALS  IN  OLD  BURIAL  GROUND, 
MIDDLEFIELD,  CT. 


Benjamin  Miller  (ist  settler.  Gov.)  died  Nov.  22d,  1747,  age  76, 
Mercy  Miller,  relict  of  Benjamin,  died  Feb.  9th,  1756,  in  79th 
year. 

Ensign  Benjamin  Miller,  (son  of  Gov.  Benjamin)  died  July  9th, 
1769 — 69. 

Hannah,  wife  of  Ens.  Benjamin  Miller,  died  Sept.  3d,  1796 — 91. 
Dea.  Ichabod  Miller  (son  of  Gov.  Benjamin)  died  Aug.  22d, 

1788— 79. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ichabod,  died  Aug.  22d,  1787 — 72. 

Capt.  David  Miller  (son  of  Gov.  Benjamin)  died  Feb.  28th, 

1789— 71. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  Capt.  David,  died  Oct.  8th,  1773 — 51. 

Amos  Miller  (son  of  Gov.  Benjamin)  1777 — 64. 

Abigail,  wife  of  Amos  Miller. 

Rebecca,  relict  of  Joseph  Miller  (son  of  Thomas^). 

Thankful,  wife  of  Joseph  Miller  2d,  1771 — 72. 

William  Miller,  (g.  s.  of  Thomas^,  Oct.  1804 — 80. 

Eunice  his  wife  1790 — 66.  (Eunice  Clark.) 

William  Miller  Jr.,  Nov.  1795  — 52. 

Chloe  Miler,  wife  of  Wm.  Jr.,  Oct.  1777 — 27. 

Lucy  Crowell,  formerly  wife  of  Wm.  Miller  Jr. 

Capt.  Timothy  Miller  1783 — 63. 

Daniel  Miller  1777 — 30. 
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Richard  Miller  (son  of  Dea.  Ichabod)  June  28th,  1780 — 32. 
Hezekiah  Miller,  born  1765;  died  1837. 

Sarah  his  wife  died  1825 — 60. 

(Lieut.)  Ichabod  Miller,  died  March  12th,  1824 — 85. 

Elizabeth  (his  widow)  Dec.  3d;  1831 — 93. 

Robert  Coe  (son  of  John®)  died  1762 — 78  years. 

Dea.  Joseph  Coe  (son  of  Capt.  Joseph^)  died  1784 — 87. 

Abigail  his  wife  died  1776 — 67. 

Capt.  David  Coe,  died  Jan.  ye  14th,  1807,  in  90th  year. 
Hannah,  widow  of  Capt.  David  Coe,  born  Xov.  15th,  1721 
died  Oct.  i6th,  1808. 

Eli  Coe,  Esq.,  died  March  27th,  1835 — 77  years. 

Rachel,  widow  of  Eli  Coe  Esq.,  died  May  27th,  1844 — 83. 
Nathan  Coe  died  1796 — 55. 

Capt.  William  Ward  died  Feb.  25th,  1786 — 66. 

Mrs.  Martha,  wife  of  Capt.  William  Ward,  died  Dec.  25th 
1780—54. 

William  Ward  died  Nov.  26th,  1819 — 75. 

Mary  (Miller)  wife  of  William  Ward,  died  Oct.  15th  1817 — 71 
Asher  Ward  (Dr.)  died  1788 — 32. 

James  T.  Ward  died  1839—88. 

Elizabeth  (widow  of  James  T.  Ward)  1840 — 87. 

Reuben  Ward  died  1830 — 44  3*ears  (son  of  James  T.  ?). 

Irene  Ward  1814 — 21  (daughter  of  James  T.  ?). 

Sarah,  wife  of  John  Birdsejq  died  March  20th,  1791 — 85. 

John  Birdse>'  died  1807 — in  70th  3- ear. 

Ruth,  wife  of  John  Birdse3q  died  1834 — 87. 

Gershom  Birdse3^ 

Hannah,  relict  of  Gershom  Birdse3q  died  1824 — 83. 

Benjamin  Birdse3'' died  1789 — 57  3'ears. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  Benjamin  Birdse3'. 

Abel  Birdse3"  died  1832 — 86. 

Luc3q  wife  of  Abel  Birdse3q  1791 — 39. 

Capt.  David  Birdsey  died  1825 — 77. 

Martha,  wife  of  Capt.  David  Birdse3q  July  23d,  1864 — 51. 
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Abigail,  wife  of  Capt.  David  Birdsey,  died  i8i8< — 30. 

Anner,  widow  of  Capt.  David  Birdsey,  died  1835. 

*Anner  (Ward)  had  ist  husband,  Richard  Miller,  2d,  Joseph 
Wetmore,  3d,  Seth  Birdsey. 

Seth  Birdsey,  by  fall  of  a tree,  died  Feb.  i6th,  1784 — 33. 

Capt.  Seth  Birdsey  died  1825,  age  48. 

Ruth  (Ward)  widow  of  Capt.  Seth  Birdsey,  Oct.  20th,  1854 — 

78. 

John  Bartlett  died  Oct.  30th,  1757 — 62  years. 

Aaron  Parsons,  died  1791 — 84. 

Hannah,  his  wife,  died  1738 — 38. 

Stephen  Turner  died  1780 — 84. 

Hannah,  his  wife,  died  1738,  age  38. 

*Note. 

Inscriptions  copied  from  T.  stones  in  this  yard : 

“Come  all  my  friends  and  children  dear 
Make  God  your  trust,  His  counsel  hear, 

That  when  your  days  on  earth  shall  end. 

Your  soles  to  Glory  may  ascend.” 

“The  rose  is  red, 

The  grass  is  green. 

The  days  are  past 
Which  we  have  seen.” 

‘ ‘A  point  of  time — a moment’s  space 
Removes  you  to  your  heavenly  place 
Or  shuts  you  up  in  hell.  ” 


Mistakes  in  this  book  will  undoubtedly  be  found ; if  not, 
it  will  be  an  exception  to  most  genelogical  works,  from  which, 
and  from  probate  and  town  records,  this  work  has  been  largely 
copied.  There  is  doubt  about  the  name  of  the 'wife  of  John 
Coe^, — whether  it  was  Hannah  Parmelee  or  Hannah  Parsons. 
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